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THE NEW NISSAN XTERRA. Today, it's a sturdy mount for your vidcam. But who knows what the Xterra will be tomorrow? Especially 


now that it's more capable than ever, thanks to an available supercharged V6 engine (210 horsepower does wonders for one’s resourcefulness). 


Nissan, the Nissan Logo, DRIVEN and Nissan Model Names are Nissan trademarks. ©2001 Nissan North America, Inc. Tread Lightly!* Please. 
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Of course, you'll also find the heavy-duty truck frame and tubular roof rack quite handy as well. So go ahead, use it for whatever. 


For more info, call 1-877-XTERRA/7, or visit NissanDriven.com. The new Xterra: Still everything you need, nothing you don't. 
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Nedersea Adventures Delivers the 


With more than 30 years experience of diving and operating successful dive resorts, Neal Watson is 
the natural choice for the ultimate dive experience. He has spent his life discovering the best diving 
the Caribbean has to offer. Choose from any of his Undersea Adventure affiliate resorts and you will 
experience the ultimate these destinations have to offer: The Bahamas, St. Lucia, 
Dominican Republic, Bonaire, Belize, Mexico and beyond, all at a price that will make you Say.... 


Experience the best in diving right now. 
Call immediately to book your dive vacation. 
In the US and Canada Call Toll Free at 


1 -800-327-81 90 
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AQUA DIVE 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


















Located on Ambergris Caye, Belize at the 
Sunbreeze Hotel, our fleet of six 26-42 foot 
boats stands ready to service your dive vaca- 
tion. Local Diving & Snorkeling ¢ Turneffe 
Atoll Blue Hole « PADI resort, referral, scuba 
instructions & Open water certifications. 

8 day, 7 night packages starting at $599.00 
(800) 641-2994 « belize@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/belize.html 


Land Shark soa 
Resort-Nassau 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 





_. Nassau’s only dedicated dive hotel. Unlimited 
tanks for shore dives up to four dives a day. 
Shark Dives! All inclusive room, meals, local 
~. 4, beer & rum punch. Activities for non-divers 
~*~ + \NAUI/Universal Referral Facility. Digital 
mets Underwater Photography Center. 3 day, 2 
*=" night all inclusive dive packages starting at 
XC 1010 010M (s10 10) CPA aaron holt) 
mem mr lalelsvarclac@lalcrUhi clase amerel in 
‘’ www.nealwatson.com/nassau.html 


ST. LUCIA 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 












St. Lucia's premier dive operation located at 
the exclusive TiKaye Village offers easy div- 
ing on lushly covered walls of colorful 
> Sponges and corals. 8 day, 
7 night packages start at $880.00. 
Email: stlucia@nealwatson.com 
www.nealwatson.com/stlucia.html 
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NEAL WATSON'S 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
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WALKER’S CAY 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES mi... 


Walker's Cay-The World's Hottest Shark Dive! 


Imagine more than 100 black tip, Caribbean reef, hammerhead, and lemon sharks swirling 
before you as they feed on the famous Chumsicle. Dive in a protected marine park a mere 10 
minute boat ride from the dive center. Walker’s Cay, a private island resort, home of ESPN’s 
Walker's Cay Chronicles. | — 










Stay four or more nights and 

get your open water qualifying dives, 
or an upgrade to Advanced Open Water Diver, 
absolutely free! 







3 Days/2 Nights 
396 'e) ome (e))0){-moyere0) ef-laleny 









Gi WALKERS Cay 
Deluxe Air-conditioned Room 3 ) 
Room Taxes & Gratuities Toll Free US ans | 
Sy 800-513-5257 < = 
Complimentary Arrival and Departure In Ft. Lauderdale 954-462-3400 RR ‘re 
Dives pending Flight Schedules and Safety aN MARINA 
Breakfast/Dinner Daily Paty epee 

¢ e-mail: walkers @ nealwatson.com 
¢ internet: htto://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
| oa SCUBA BIMINI 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


DIVE CENTER 
OF 





Scuba Bimini Dive Center, Bimini Bahamas — 
Just a few short miles across the Gulfstream, 
but a world away. Wrecks, reefs and walls, 
tons of outstanding Marine life, located at 


me Xanadu Undersea Adventures, Freeport 
“a Bahamas - Offers up to four dives daily includ- 


~~ Ing night dives, wrecks, hand feeding sharks, newly remodeled hotel with restaurant and 
_ walls, instruction and rental. Enjoy our private 


é bar. PADI dive instructors on staff. 3 day, 
Wi eat. ae Scaoin a Ban halt 2 night packages Starting at 234.00 pp. 
ee ee ciel eel www.nealwatson.com/bimini.html 


ages starting at 165.00 pp. SAA ATCULPMEN O}IAATIATACAIATsx-UNUecleste) amerelen 
www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.html 


Email: xanadu@nealwatson.com 








57,811 private acres. 


To see a world as awe-inspiring below sea level as it is above, visit 


MEAURICIO PIANDILER PHOTOGRAPHY 

Professional photography services/ Underwater specialists. 
Commercial and editorial assignments; workshops. Nanny 
Cay Marina, Portola, BVI. Tek (284) 494-0340, e-mail: 
mauriclo@handlerphoto.com, website: www.handlerphoto.com 


AOU WENTURE SCUBA SERVICES, Lab. 

small groups! Bie boat! Enjoy tntimate diving 

with 8 divers on our 35' twin-dicsel diy ebout. 

"Tel: (284) 494-4320. Fax: (284) 494-5008, 

e-maik aquavent@surfbvi.com, website: www.aquaventurebyicom 


BASKIN IN PHE SUN 

Spoiled divers...unspoiled diving. Uhe perfect balance for the 
unforgettable vacation you deserve. Tek (800) 650-2084 or 
(28-4) 494-2858, bax: (284) 194-4304, c-matk reservations@ 
baskiminthesun.com, website: www.baskimnchesun.com 


PROMENADE CRUISES, Erb. 

\t Promenade we have more fun! \ luxury 65! sailine/diving 
yacht m the British Virgin Islands. Tel: (284) 496-0999 

or (800) 526-5503, c-mail: promeruz@surfbyicom, 

website: www.vachtpromenade.com 


Divi BVI 


Now at three locations, Mlarina Cay, Leverick Bay and Virgin 
Gorda Yacht Tfarbour. We dive to please! 
‘Leh: (SOO) S48-7078 or (284) 495-5513, Fax: (284) 495-5347, 


e-mail: info@divebvi.com, website: www.divebvi.com 


KILBRIDES SUNCHASER SCUBA 

For the very best of the BVI, come see Virgin Gorda 
and dive with us. 

‘Tel: (284) 495-9638 or (SOO) 932-4286, 

e-mail: sunscuba@surfbviccom, website:www.come.to/byi 





Excellent schools. 


SAIL CARIBBEAN DIVERS 


‘Iwo adventures, one destination. Customized sailing and diving, 


adult and family vacations, including crewed and bareboat charters. 


‘Tel: (936) 560-6794, e-mail: info@sailcaribbeandivers.com, 


website: www.sailcartbbeandivers.com 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 

Our relaxed vet professional approach makes us the choice of 
residents and a return favorite for visitors, Located at Nanny 
Cay Marina and Hodges Creek Marina. ‘Tcl: (284) 494-2847, 
e-mail: bwdbvi@surtbvi.com, website: www.ulamatebvi.com/blucwater 


CuAN LAW 

SR NGccnLmiemeleiominucrloericemeiriaasiie manic 
‘Tel: (SOO) 648-3393, 

e-mail: cuanlaw@surfbvi.com, 

website: www.cuanlaw.com 





BRITISH 


VIRGIN ISLANDS 


NATURE’S LITTLE |SECRETS 


UBS DIVE CENTER 

‘The BVT’s only personalized dive service. 

Your own boat for the day; no mixing of groups. 
‘Tel: (284) 494-0024, 


e-math mail@scubabvi.com, website: www.stubabvi.com 


RAINBOW VISIONS PHOTOGRAPHY 

Personal attention...professional expertise. Hull-service 
photo/video center. Jim & Odile Scheiner. 

‘Tel: (284) 494-2749, e-mail: rainbow@surfbyi.com, 


website: www. Rainbow VisionsBYV Lcom 


UNDERWATER SAFARIS 
Dive the best of the BVI including the Wreek of the Rhone. 
Rendezvous ‘lours’ with personalized guided groups. 
‘Lel: (SOO) 537-7032 or (284) 494-3235, c-mall: info@ 


underwatersataris.com, website: wwwu.underwatersafaris.com 
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2 ‘86E ENCHANTED ISLE 


Serving as a hide 


Get it at Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 
© Skin Diver's Bermuda Destination Guide ° Check out the Kona Classic Event 


© Copyright 2002 by PRIMEDIA Specialty Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PRINTED IN THE USA. 
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eAitien VIRGIN ISLANDS Some dive- 


ing short of a farce. Well, leave your doubts on 
ie) _ their promises (pg 90). 


FIJI These islands are ue becoming “the’ 


MOR ag. a ee ae 7 
Moe away fromitall. : 
Pitt, Cruise, : 


rienced 
smiling people and its “puuurfect” diving. Blue 


spots. Don't get left behind, be trés chic and sail 
away to the “Enchanted Is\_. 


he era 
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masters will : 
promise you : 
the moon : 


before you slip : 
into the water. : 
Tales of resi- ; 
dent Cauliflower Jellyfish, 5-foot barracudas : 
and 300-pound Goliath Groupers seem noth- : 


: MALDIVES Come i to swaying palm 


Kidman, Carrey, 
they've all expe- 
Fiji’s 


HAWAII Thatch-roofed iy ts, dirt roads and no 


regal 





dances and 20-foot-tall Tiki statues guarding the 
land, . :he Green Sea Turtles, Manta Rays and 


Humpback Whales crowning kingdom reefs, 
board the “Truthsayers of the Land of The : 
: Guest of Pelé” (pg 98). 


Kona commands nobility. Become “A Private 





trees, Snow- 


‘An Overwheimin 
ieeence of Life 


Rainbow Reef. There's a frightening abun- 


— 


white beaches : 
that drop off : 
into sapphire 
waters, home : 
to Mantas, : 
: Whales Sharks and the must-do wall dive of 
Ribbon Eels check for IDs, as Great and Scal- 
loped Hammerheads man their favorite reef : 


; ST. a st ‘ THE GRENADINES These 
phones, there's : “mn 
something : 
—_ me about : 
‘OTL we Oe Kona. From the : 

authentic Poly- 

nesian _ fire 


lush islands of 
green canopies 
and red bios- 
* soming trees 
are the perfect 
Setting for spec- 





: tacular macro diving. Bluethroated Pike Blennies 
: and legions of reef squids meander from one coral 
: formation to another, each colored like fruit popsi- 
: cles. Its “A Tonic for the Senses” (pg 46). 


: TAHITI So you think you've seen it all? Not if 
se haven't nee to eas Bora. A great writer 


once wrote 
that everything 
about — Tahiti 
me rolls off your 
om tongue: “Tah- 
hee-tee,’ 





: “Boor-ahh Boor-ahh.” Palm tree leaves rustle 
: in the breeze, Giant Mantas roll overhead 
dance of life in the Maldives, and it's yours : 
: for the discovering. Now don't be scared, 
we'll holdyou = * “ry 102). 


in just 30 feet of water, and you fall asleep to 


: the lapping of the ocean waves. Seen it all? 
Really? (pg 94). 














HEATHER BROWN, 28 in 
truth and 26 1f you meet her ina 
bar, is on a mission to drag the 
hardworking Skin Diver staff 
away from their offices and ply 
them with margaritas, bullrides and tall 
tales. When she’s not becoming an amoe- 
bain Bora Bora, Heather can be found 
cruising the Vegas strip in a limo and 
earning her credentials as a slot machine 
black belt... well, not really. 

Life mantras include: ‘Yeeehaw!’ and 
“Where are my keys?’ 


SHYOLNAILYLNOD 


Miami photographer GREG JOHN- 
STON (middle) jumped at the chance 
to keep his head above water when 
asked to travel to St. Vincent & the 





Grenadines with a troop of gorgeous 
models. On location for Skin Diver’s 
first dive fashion shoot, the intrepid 
group ventured to some of the island's 
remote spots and braved its wild ani- 
mals. When asked about the howling 
nights, Johnston confirmed the animal 
rituals were really Fred Garth acting as 
himself. 





Plaza Villas-Port Bonaire 


Surrounded by the tranquil waters of Bonaire’s Western Shore within minutes 
of the airport and town. 26 stylish apartments overlook lush 
gardens and a private swimming pool. Share amenities with the nearby Plaza 
Resort Bonaire or simply relax at your exclusive home aways from: home. 


Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781-821-6016 
Fax: 781-821-1568 

Email: info@plazavillas.com 
Website: wen Biaea as. com 
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Plaza Resort Bonaire 


Dive into luxury! Bonaire’s premier luxury oceanfront resort with 200 
spacious suites and villas, 3 restaurants, 3 bars, PADI ***** Gold Palm Resort 
and NAUI/IDD ***** Dive Center (with Nitrox, TEC/REC, SASSY), photo and 
video shop, casino, spa and fitness center, tennis, pool, watersports, boat, car 
and scooter rental, activities desk, Aquakids, cconferenée. center and more! 

Great shore diving from our beach & Pier 24 hours @ day. 


Tel: 1-800-766-6016/ 781 821 ou. s 
Fax: 781-821-1568 

Email: info@plazaresostboutine, com 
Website: www.plazaresortbonaire.co: 


JUN/SEP 2002 
2 FOR 1 DIVING! 






tire-Wellnesday & Saturihay Service SRE ES 
wark, JFK, ‘Atlanta, Chicogo, 8 Housion 


R/T from Miami, 8 days/7 nights, jr. Suite, 6 Days, - 1 Tank, Uniimited Shore Diving, Airport Transfers, 


Hotel Taxes & Service Charges. 


Play with 
Sea Lions 
June & December 
from $2695.00 pp 


Swim with 
OTe) felatist 
July & August 
from $1895.00 pp 


Snorkel with 
Humpback Whales 
January to April 
2002/2003, 
from $2395.00 pp 


Family Fun with 
Kids Sea Camp 
July 2002, 
from $661.00 pp 
$425.00 per kid 


For more info: 
ql 800-433-3483 
3 dive@worliddive.com 
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EDITORIAL 





AS THIS ISSUE WAS GOING TO PRESS, THE FISH & WILDLIFE 
CONSERVATION Commission of Florida (FWCC) voted unanimously to 
ban shark and other marine life interactive feeding dives, directly impact- 
ing the livelihood of four Florida dive operators. While the vote to ban was 
not altogether surprising, considering it had been an ongoing issue for 
nearly two years, it was the manner in which the decision was made that 
infuriated divers everywhere and set a dangerous precedent that could 
impact the future of diving. In a decision-making process that hearkened 
back to the dark ages, eight commissioners snubbed their noses not only at the facts and decades of data relating 
to sharks and humans, but also shark experts and scientists, such as Erich Ritter (Chief Scientist of the Shark 
Research Institute of Princeton), who agree there is no evidence to suggest that shark feed dives pose a threat to 
surfers, bathers, divers, swimmers, the natural environment or the sharks (eels, barracuda, etc.) themselves. In 
fact, the sharks implicated in the Florida attacks last summer (Bull Sharks), rarely even participate in Florida’s 
shark feeds (mostly Nurse Sharks and Caribbean Reef Sharks, which have not been implicated in the attacks). 
To further point out the absurdity of the decision, the commissioners completely ignored the legions of fisher- 
men who chum the water, often directly adjacent to the same beaches enjoyed by bathers. On the other hand, the 
dive feeds, run by only four operators, are more than 100 miles away from any of the recent shark attacks. They 
also chose to dismiss the track record of marine life feeding from around the world. In the Bahamas alone, shark 
feeding dives have been taking place for nearly two decades and enjoyed by literally tens of thousands of divers, 
with almost zero incidence of injury. The commissioners, it seemed, were instead influenced by the tabloid-style 
media frenzy of the past year, relating to the spate of shark attacks off Florida coasts. 
Of course, if everything that threatens or causes harm to humans were dealt with in the same way as sharks, 
we'd have to ban a whole host of animals and events that 


v | pose a far greater danger in everyday life: high-school foot- 
Fy Q h { H Cd e S ball, the family dog, domesticated pigs, cracks in sidewalks, 





driving, biking, in-line skating, skateboarding, walking and 


: : eating at fast food restaurants. But, I’d imagine it would be 
U 4 eC l) t @ ad 1) impossible to get family pets banned, although the annual 


number of human maulings by dogs in the U.S. is in the 

thousands. And, domesticated pigs are responsible for more 
annual deaths worldwide than sharks are in the span of a decade. But damn the facts, sharks are evil, mindless 
killing machines, while chow chows are cute, fuzzy and cuddly. At least, according to TV. 

With so little substance to the endangering people argument, the commissioners most recently changed their 
tack and claimed that the issue wasn’t really the shark attacks, but the alteration in behavior of wild animals. Well, 
it’s true that if you feed an animal that normally hunts or scavenges for its food, it will take the handout. But is 
this change permanent or harmful to the environment or the animal? Do four dive operators do more altering than 
hundreds or thousands of chum-happy fishermen? As far as altering the natural behavior of a wild creature as an 
argument—heck, millions of people feed birds in the winter. Should that be banned, too? Should the FWCC go 
door to door rounding up hummingbird feeders? Should we treat one creature differently than another? Or one 
group differently than another? The FWCC has somehow filtered out just four dive operators from the entire state 
of Florida as the ultimate perpetrators of marine animal behavioral change. 

The last public discussions led by the FWCC proffered as support the misguided reasoning that sharks will associ- 
ate humans with food and if dissatisfied, will become aggressive, like a bear or other terrestrial animal. Erich Ritter 
and other shark scientists rail at the comparison. There is no science to support the assertion that sharks respond the 
same way as the bears of Yosemite. And there certainly is no empirical evidence from the places in the world where 
wild shark feeding has been going on for years (Florida, Bahamas, Tahiti, Australia, etc.) to support the statement. 

But, in the end, the FWCC ignored the evidence, buried their collective heads in the sand, and punished four dive 
operators who've positively influenced our understanding and awareness of a much maligned group of marine creatures. 

Luckily, this ban hasn’t been left unchallenged. As litigation proceeds, we will keep you updated about how the dive 
community can help lift us from this puddle of ignorance. 


TY SAWYER, EDITOR 
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HYDROGEN! + OXYGEN = WATER 
WATER + SUN = FUN 


By Ou 


MAY Ist - OCTOBER 3 Ist, 200 
THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A BETTERTIME TO GO! 
WWW.CAYMANISLANDS.KY/H2GO 


CAYMAN 
ISLANDS 


Grand Cayman + Cayman Brac « Little Cayman 
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E-mail: skindiver@primediacmmg.com 





es Nachoum a_ renowned Ty Sawyer, the Editor of Skin Diver PRIMEDIA, INC 

it on leader, has led National magazine, has extensive dive travel as pea 

graphic expedition teams with Dr. experience, which has taken him from ccun tele nga ae 

Eugenie Clark, Dr. Sylvia Earle and the Red Sea to Palau and much pats Ea N ig 55 
astronaut Buzz Aldrin. His award in between. His award winning New York, New York 1015] 
winning photography has appeared in writing has appeared in numerous (212) 745-0100 

more than 500 publications worldwide. publications and literary magazines. Reprints of articles in this publication are available. 


Space is limited to 15 divers and or reprints of 100 or more, call (866) 298-9883. 


30 non-divers for this amazing adventure. ee 


www.biganimals.com \P\ PRIMEDIA 


1-366-ICE-DIVE 


1-866-423-3493 








SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES 
within the U.S. phone (800) 800-3487, 


© SD/AD 0202 


outside the U.S. phone (303) 678-0354 
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Bahama Divers 
800-398-DIVE 

Ph: 242-393-6054 
Fax: 242-393-6078 


Two Tank Dives, Walls, 
‘Blue Hole, Wrecks, 
Reefs, Night Dive. Dive Shop: Full Line-US Divers, 
Sherwood, Full Service, Parts, Rentals 

PADI 4 Day Certification Course, Open Water Referrals. 
bahdiver@coralwave.com ¢ bahamadivers.com 





Dive Abaco 


242-367-2787 
800-247-5338 
Fax: 242-367-4779 


A Marsh Harbour Tradition Since 
1978! Full service dive 
center/boutiques at Abaco Beach 
and Conch Inn Resorts. SCUBA and snorkel protected 
preserves! Magnificant marine life, reefs, tunnels, cav- 
erns, night, shark and wreck dives. Uncrowded diving. 
dive@diveabaco.com ¢ www.diveabaco.com 





UNEXSO 


800-992-DIVE (3483) 
954-351-9889 


Visit the all new UNEXSO 
New Facilities and amenities 
New 1350 room $400M 

Our Lucaya Beach and Golf Resort adjacent to UNEXSO 
New jet air service to Grand Bahama Island 

from 25 gateway cities 

Exciting Dolphin, Shark, Wreck & Reef Dives 

Shopping and Kodak film processing center 






Dive The Islands of The Bahamas 22> 


Riding Rock Inn Resort & 
Marina * San Salvador 
Island, Bahamas* Miles of 
Wall Diving. Three boat 
dives a day. Beautiful Oceanfront Rooms. 50 plus 
Sights. Unparalleled Visibility. 

U-W Photo/Video Center. Call today. 
info@ridingrock.com © www.ridingrock.com 


700 Islands, 2 Oceans, Thousands of Dive Sites... Only Minutes From Miami! 


Discover Our Diversity at www.bahamasdiving 


Need Information Now? Visit BahamasDiving.com To See Our Complete On-Line Dive Guide, Read What 
Others Say About The Bahamas, or Request a FREE Diving CD-ROM or Dive Guide! 
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LONG SLAM 
Stella Maris Inn 
Cape Santa Maria Beach Resort 


800-426-0466 
800-663-7090 


Want more Info? Visit www.BahamasDiving.com 


\ 


Nekton Diving Cruises 
Ocean Explorer, inc. 
Sea Dragon ; 
Sea Fever Diving Cruises 


800-899-6753 
800-338-9383 
954-522-0161 
800-443-3837 








| $3 ° =O yer Ot , ie 3 eth yg Associa on Vive Uperators: Stella Maris Resort Club. 
Brendal’s Dive Center International 800-780-9941 Riding Rock Resort : 800-272-1492 Long Island, Bahamas 
"Dive Abaco Ltd. 800-247-5338: GRAND BANAMA/FREEPORT 800-426-0466 
Froggies Out Island Adventures Ltd. 242-366-0024 Grand Bahama Scuba 242-373-6775 954-359-8238 
Walkers Cay Undersea Adventures 800-513-5257 Sunn Odyssey Divers 242-373-4014 ; 
ANDROS : ~-_ UNEXSO (Underwater Explorers Society) 800-992-DIVE aye rehab ode 
 Seascapeinn 242-369-0342 Xanadu Undersea Adventures 800-327-8150 side : ne be m A in 
ll nipe Pay kode : wankers a: ven eee 800-398-DIVE Wrecks. Reefs. PADI/SS| courses. Ask about our 2-for-1 
Bill & Nowdla Keefe's Bimini Undersea 800-348-4644 Custom Aquatics Ltd. 242-362-1492 el it “i satee slide: oe gee and 
Scuba Bimini | 800-848-4073 Dive Dive Dive 800-368-3483 7 bin ng np na embed ae 
CAT ISLAND Diver's Haven 242-393-0869 Sane ithe i aildi nt eae 
Greenwood Dive Center & Resort 242-342-3053 Nassau Scuba Centre 888-962-7728 smrc@stellamarisresort.com e stellamarisresort.com 
ELEUTHERA/HARSOUR ISLAMD Stuart Cove's Dive Bahamas 888-788-2683 
Valentines Dive Center 242-333-2080 3. 
IMA, Aqua Cat Cruises 888-327-9600 were ane aor 
Exuma Dive Center & Watersports 800-874-7213 Blackbeard's Cruises 800-327-9600 Valentines Dive Center, 
Exuma Scuba Adventures 800-525-2210 Bottom Time Adventures 800-234-8464 Harbour isiand, 
Peace & Plenty - 800-525-2210 Cat Ppalu Cruises 800-327-9600 Bahamas 


877-211-7617 


Enjoy hassle-free diving to 
pristine coral reefs, walls, 
grottos and drift dives. PADI 
dive courses, snorkeling, boat charters and 
watersports. Great hotel and dive packages. 





World’s best beaches. 
info@valentinesdive.com ¢ www.valentinesdive.com 
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Bahamas Diving Association * P.0. Box 21707 « Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1707 * 1-800-866-DIVE ¢ Intl. 305-442-7095 « info@bahamasdiving.com 
Photo -Credits: Stephen FrinkWaterhouse. © 2001 BDA/CLINE. SD8/01 « “U.S. Customs and immigration Preciearance Services Available from Nassau & Freeport 
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7 Stores Island Wide 


Maui’s Newest Fleet of 
Custom Jet-Drive Boats 


Daily Dives to Molokini 
Crater & Lana’i Cathedrals 


Both Molokini Night Dives 
& Back-Wall Dives 


PADI 5-Star IDC Facility 


Hawait’s Largest Full 
Service Rental Department 


¢ Your Complete Source for 
All island Activities 


¢ Discounts on Hotel 
Reservations, Multiple 
Activities & Group Rates 
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DAVID WILKINSON 
(251) 968-3383 « wilkinsd@primediacmmg.com 
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a little bitof Belize 


The overlooked Islands of UT: Western Caribbean... It's time to look them under! 


CoCo View Resort 


www.cocoviewresort.com 


As Roatan’s premier dedi- 
cated dive resort for over 
20 years, CoCo View 
boasts one of the highest 
repeat guest rates in the 
Caribbean... and for good 
reason: great diving, ambi- 
ence, and world famous 
Shore diving that will 
knock your booties off. The 
24/7 shore diving is guar- 
anteed incomparable! 
some of the best barrier 
reef wall sites are literally 
“a snorkel away from the 
bar.” 


—— 


www.fantasyislandresort.com 


With a brilliant white sand 
beach, room service, TV, 
and all the amenities of a 


first class beach res@ft, “=. 


you just might be fdajed.. 
into thinking you landed in 
the Mediterranean. But 
this is Roatan, with all the 
charm and incredible 
scuba diving the island is 
famous for. 


A 
mS 


Utilia Lodge 


www.utilalodge.com 


Your own little dive resort in 
the Bay Islands. Utila Lodge 
is the Caribbean’s SRI sanc- 
tioned whale shark research 


‘field station. 8 oceanfront, 


Elle condityened rooms with 
private pofeh or Balcony. 
spectacular boat-diving 
includes sea mounts with 
Sheer walls, delicate blue- 
bell tunicates, and a real 
opportunity to see rare 

) whale sharks. 

; 


\ 
C 


800-282-89 
Your Specialist in Honduras Travel Since 1981 © international: 352-588-4132 © email: info@roatan.com 
Explore our Complete Online Tour Catalog: www.roatan.com 


Posada Del Sol Resort 


ha 
ee. 


www.posadadelsol.com 


Pamper yourself in a 
remote millionaire’s 
retreat, a Spanish Villa 
where service is grand, 
the cuisine extraordinary. 
Guanaja’s finest resort 
Offers an in house 
masseuse, swimming 
pool, tennis courts, light 
tackle fishing, and, of 
course, fantastic Bay 
Island diving. 








LIVEABOARD DIVING 


|} Readers” 
Cheice 
j) Awards 


7 day diving 
expeditions 
depart each Saturday 
from Philipsburg, 
St. Maarten. Limited 
to 16 guests per trip. 


NIMROD 
EXPLORER 


GRE AT 


COKAL SEA 
tXCURSIONS 
Diving expeditions from 4 to 10 days, 


from Cairns to Lizard Island 
and the Far North. 


Limited to 
18 guests per 
aie 


melauene gearciieamerlit 


-322-3577 
Dutside US/Canada call 
1-903-887-8521 
Or Fax 1-903-887-8526 
e-mail: sdminfo@explorerventures.com 
www.explorerventures.com 


aS 
EXPLORER VENTURES 


[VE ABOARD DIVING 


Unique Dive Experiences. 
Exceptional Value. 
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Too Close 
for Comfort 

In the “Hawaii 
Seven-O”’ article 


(October 2001), 


Manta Rays and 
the Kona Surf 
Hotel. It implies 
that the Manta Rays stopped 
showing up when the hotel 
closed and 
the spot- 
lights were 
turned off. 
The Manta 
Rays actu- 
ally stop- 
ped coming there regularly to feed many 
months prior to the hotel closing. 
During the last dive I did there (when 
Mantas actually showed up), more than 
35 divers were crammed in a space no 
more than 50 feet in diameter, and the 
Mantas had to face multiple sets of glar- 
ing video lights, camera strobes, flash- 
lights and outstretched arms. I believe it 
all just got to be too much for them. 

—Bill Stohler, Kihei, Hawaii 
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Learning One’s ABCs 

In the October Skin Diver [“Dive 
Atlas of the World” ], page 74 states that 
the ABC islands [Aruba, Bonaire and 
Curag¢ao] “‘...are part of the Netherlands 
Antilles.” I would imagine that Aruba 
would be quite surprised to hear 
this. Aruba has been an independent 





Is This You? Do You Know Them? 
On July 18, 2001, while sailing down Hawk Channel off Boca Chica ae 
FL, we found a Max Wet disposable : on 
underwater camera floating complete with 
a dozen or so sea creatures attached. The 
camera had obviously been in the water a 
while. When we had the film developed, 
this couple was featured, and they had evi- 
dently been snorkeling off the dive boat 
Dream, probably out of Key West. I would 
guess from the pictures they dived at Sand = | 
Key. If this is you or you know who these i are, have them contact me at 

sjywood@aol.com and I’Il send the pictures. 
—Scott Yearwood, Memphis, TN > 
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country for 15 years. The 
Netherlands Antilles consists 
of five islands (actually four 
and a half) and Aruba is no 
longer one of them. 

—Rob Lowe, via e-mail 


. Bumping Into an Old 
cn Friend 

Pve been out of diving for 
a while, but recently joined a dive club 
and plan on getting back into the sport. 
I’ve been diving since 1979, so I have a 
couple years under my belt. I was 
pleased to see Ellsworth Boyd was still 
writing for Skin Diver. I was convinced, 
due to the high integrity of your writ- 


ing staff (proven by Ellsworth’s talent 


in past years), that 
I had to buy a 
year’s subscrip- 
tion to Skin Diver. 
Back in the 1980s, 
I was President of 
SECONN Dive 
Club out’ of 
Connecticut and 
corresponded 
with Ellsworth about dive sites that we 
dived. I was also surprised to see there 
are several scuba diving magazines out 
on the market now. 

Seeing the October issue of Skin 
Diver and reading Ellsworth’s article 
was like running into an old friend. 
Those of us with 20-plus years of div- 
ing experience like to see experience 
behind the writers in your magazine. 

—Debra Greenhalgh, via e-mail 
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WE'RE WATCHING 
OUT FOR*YOU 


DIVERS ALERT NETWORK (DAN?) — 
BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 


DAN members receive 


exclusive dive & travel benefits. 


TAMAWAe (Ac) acyl (slacatcian cela melee 


To join today, call 1-877-393-0629 | 


Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization associated with Duke University Medical Center. PRIORITY CODE: 999SDLP 
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Little Cayman’s most luxurious address for the world’s most elite dive vacations. 


Visit our new website at 
www.conchclub.com 


800-327-3835 or bestdiving@reefseas.com 








lagnificent Sister 





Luxurious beachfront condominiums with private balcony, 
swimming pool, full-service dive operation on site. 


Toll Free: 866- THE-BRAC 


E-mail: info@866thebrac.com 
www.866thebrac.com 





Award winning resort and dive operation offers world class diving, ocean view 
rooms, pool, jacuzzi, photo shop on premise and more. 


Visit our new website at www.bracreef.com 


800-327-3835 
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The Southern Cross Club's 11 air-conditioned beachfront cottages are 
spread over 800 feet of white-sand beach. World famous diving, sport 
fishing, outstanding cuisine and a great international staff complement 
this rare and beautiful resort. Maximum of 12 divers per dive boat. 
Spoil yourself, you deserve it. 


US Reservations: 800-899-2582 or (619) 563-0017 


www.southerncrossclub.com 











We know you’re on vacation, and we will pamper you with spectacular 
diving made easy by our courteous, accommodating staff. With 
5 custom dive boats and three to four scheduled dives per day, the 
best of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman is but a giant stride away! 


1-800-367-3484 


www.diviresorts.com 


Best value in the Caribbean. Charming oceanfront villas 
(with kitchenettes), award winning diving operation, restaurant and bar. 


Toll free: 877-3-CAYMAN 


E-mail: iggy@candw.ky 
www.paradisevillas.com 


Whether it’s spectacular world-class diving, or just relaxing in a Serene, remote resort — The Sister Islands 
of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman offer you a variety of full-service options. From dive expeditions and 
lodging, to air travel and restaurants. We're committed to making sure that you experience the best 
all-around vacation. And we promise, you can have it all! Call the participating members for information 


on accommodations and travel. 














Cayman Brac & Little Cayman. 
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Carib Sands Beach Resort, Cayman Brac Cayman Airways 
All new luxury condominium dive resort. Located on a beautiful With your first step into our 737-200 jet, you'll begin to experience 
sandy beach just minutes from world class diving. Swimming pool. the beauty and warmth of the Cayman Islands. As the national flag 
carrier, Cayman Airways offers convenient schedules from four 
Toll Free: 866-THE-BRAC U.S. gateways: Houston, Tampa, Orlando and Miami. 
E-mail: nd 2, -irelaama For more information and reservations, 
Agate sil call 1-800-G-CAYMAN 





ALIN?" 


1 yh eee 





Island Ait Little Cayman Beach Resort 
Island hop with Island Air to Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. Voted best dive resort, best dive operation, best restaurant, 
Prices start at US $110 return. and best staff by our most important critics. ..our guests. 
Tel: 345-949-5252 Visit our New web site at 
Book your ticket online at: www.littlecayman.com 
www.I!slandAirCayman.com 800-327-3835 
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McCoy’s Lodge Aggressor Fleet 
Flexible dive schedules, boat dives, unlimited shore diving, Eat, sleep and dive from a floating dive resort, Cayman Aggressor IV. 
optional night diving. Observe brilliantly colored coral reef formations This new 110’ live-aboard dives Grand Cayman, weather permitting, 
teeming with marine life, descend down dramatic walls into an Little Cayman and Cayman Brac. She features nine staterooms 
azure blue ocean, explore caves and caverns. Above water enjoy w/private head and shower, onboard photo lab. Seven day charters 
our Cayman hospitality. ..relax in a hammock at our seaside bar; include accommodations, airport transfers, meals, tanks and weights. 
or explore the island on a bike. Unlimited diving from the vessel. 
800-626-0496 or 345-948-0026; Fax 345-948-0057 (US & Canada) 800-348-2628 / 985-385-2628 


m.ky E-mail: info@aggressor.com; www.aggressor.com 


Like No Other Place In The World. 


E-mail: mccoy@candw.ky; www. mccoyslodge.co 
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(800) 291-3483 
prodiving.com 


June 30, 


Sunday 
Thursday. 


FREEFLOW 


EDITED BY TIFFANY H. CAREY 


10% off diving local and atolls. 


Serving: Pompano Beach, FL 
(800) 374-9792 
www.anchorscuba.com 


(1/2 day dive charters; 6 pack boat). 


Serving: Belize = 
(800) 327-8150 


www.nealwatson.com/belize.html| 
directly with Undersea Adventures. 


Serving Multiple destinations 
(888) 322-3483 
WwWww.aquadreams.com 


January 1, 2002 — November 30, 3 
2002: 10% discount (land and div- : (g99y 599.3493 


ing only, not including tax) for all 7- www. bayadventures.com 


night dive packages at Utila Dive : vatiq for entire year of 2002: 10% dis- : 


Center/Mango Inn. Package in- : count on 7-night dive/hotel packages. : 


cludes 7 nights accommodations in : ; 

: in Cozumel. 
AC cabin, breakfast and dinner: 
daily, round-trip airport transfers : 
and 3 boat dives per day for 6 days. : 


Includes tax and service charge: : 
: www.beqadivers.com ; 
: November 15, 2001 —March 31, 2002: : 
: www.nealwatson.com/bonaire.html 


$599 per person/dbl occupancy. 


22 www.skin-diver.com 


WWW.american : 3 
: 2002: 10% discount on all diving : 
February 1, 2002 - : 
2002: : Aquanauts Grenada. 
Manatee Snorkel and : ganattar 

Dive Tour with one : 


might stay at our : 911 (62) 361-730-107 
waterfront view vil- ; 
las $59.50 per per- § November 7, 2002 — December 14, 


son, dbl occupancy, : 9999. 10% discount on all pre-booked : 


through : 


DIVERS WANTED 


PADI BRING A FRIEND PROGRAM & SKIN DIVER TEAM UP TO SHOW YOU THE MONEY 


Diving Center : Serving: Grenada 
Serving: Crystal River, FL: 


(473) 444-1126 


: WWW.agaunautgrenada.com 


March 1, 2002 — December 15, : Suire ae j 


Serving: Bali, Indonesia 


WWW.aquamarinediving.com 


packages in 2002. Excluding July, 


: August and December 15 - 31. Must 
Amigos Del Mar : be booked and deposit sent before : 
Serving: Cabo San Lucas. 

(501) 26-2706, www.amigosdive.com = pra cor 
November 15, 2001 — May 31, 2002: Serving: Red Seq 

= 11 (972) 8 633-4404 
: www.aqua-sport.com : 
: November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: : 
: Free accommodation and 10% dis- 
: count off all diving activities. 

November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: : as pinvarine’s Prove Turtle Ni 


Pay for 5 trips and receive 6th trip free. 3 ie TINGE Clee malas, 


: (800) 833-1341 

: www.provoturtledivers.com 
: November 15, 2001 — June 30, : 
: 2002: 10% off all diving (excluding : 
: instruction). 
November 15, 2001 — July 1, 2002: : porceoos adventures 
10% discount on dive packages booked Serving: St. Thomas, USVI 

(800) 234-4936 

: www.barefootdivers.com 

: November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: 
2-tank boat dives $69.95, on Mondays 
: and Tuesdays $59.95. 


January 10, 2002. 


Serving: Cozumel 


Serving: Fiji 
(679) 361-088 


: Serving: Bermuda 
: (441) 234-1034 


: Serving: Turks 
i (649) 946-2432 

: www.grandturkscuba.com : 
: November 1, 2001 — May 30, 2002: : 
: 15% discount off hotel and dive pack- : 
age prices listed on website. This dis- 
: count is only applicable to dive/hotel : Serving: Fiji 
package prices and does not include : 
any specials that run over the next 7 : 
: months. Also, 2 for 1 night and after- : january 10, 2002 — March 31, 2002: 
: noon dives, and Gibbs Cay trips : 
: booked at time of booking package. 


: Serving: Bonaire 


In an effort to get more fins wet and to 
increase dive travel across the board, PADI 
and Skin Diver are joining hands and giant 
striding into one of the sweetest deals yet. 


Recently, PADI sent out over 150,000 e-mails 


'® : (473) 444-4316 
and courses booked directly with : www.bluegrenada.com 
: March 1, 2002 — December 15, 2002: : 
: 25% discount on all accommodations 


: for bookings made directly to hotel. 


: £ a 2 F 
vor Wintorennrtc 
q & VALI QUUELO 


: www.divebermuda.com 
: January 15, 2002 — April 30, 2002: : 
2-tank dive package: $60 per 2-tank 
: dive if diving a minimum of two 2- 
: tank dives; 50% off gear rental; : 
: Canadian Dollar deal (visitors only): 2- : 
: tank dive $75 (Canadian Dollars), if : 
: diving a minimum of two 2-tank dives. : 
: Payment to be made in cash or travel- : 
ers checks only. Must prove Canadian : 
citizenship with passport and travel : 
: documentation. “These offers not : 
: valid with other specials. 


www.bluewatersinn.com 


& Caicos 
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(800) 327-8150 


to PADI divers announcing their new PADI BRING A FRIEND PROGRAM. which will pay a PAD! diver $50 for every three 
divers they recruit who become PADI certified. The recruiting diver will do nothing, except watch his/her friends get certified, then 
receive the money. To show our support, SKIN DIVER sent out invitations to dive resorts, shops and travel agencies around the 
globe, asking them to join in by offering special discounts and packages for recruiting divers. The recruiting diver simply fills out a 


form, verifying three PADI certifications received as a result of the Bring a Friend program, and PADI will then send the Bounty diver 
a check for $50. Show a copy of the check to any of the following operators, resorts and travel agencies, then get ready to reap the 
rewards. Just make sure they complete their certification program and PADI and Skin Diver will show you the money! —-THC = 

For more information, visit www.skin-diver.com or www.padi.com. 


: Multi-dive packages at top diving : November 15, 2001 — July 1, 2002: 
locations in Beqa Lagoon using value- : 
: for-money rooms. 


10% discount on dive packages booked 


: directly with Undersea Adventures. - 


: Serving: Tahiti 
: O11 (689) 67 71 84 
: www.boradive.com 


November 15, 2001 — June 15, 2002: 
15% discount offer on each dive and a 


: free hat with Manta logo after 5 dives. 
: Special packages include 3 nights 
: plus transfers and 5 dives, with all 
: diving equipment for $283 per person 
: (dbl occupancy in room Chez Nono, 


reservation required). 
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: Serving: Borneo 


(011) 6088-222-226 
www.jaring.my/bdivers 

November 15, 2001 — March 31, 2002: 
5 days, 4 nights diving at Sipadan 
Island at $560 only Ex-Tawau. 
Accommodation, 3 meals a day, plus 
light snacks all day, 3 boat dives, 
unlimited shore dive, twin share beach 


: hut, boat, tanks, weight and weight 
: belt (valued at $985). , 


: Serving: Tobago, Indonesia : BZ Travel Services 
: (868) 660-4341 : Serving: Multiple destinations 
: (281) 337-3758 

November 15, 2001 — December 15, : 
: 2002: 10% discount on all rooms : 
: based on availability; at the dive shop: 
: pay for 8 dives get 10 dives. *Offer not : 
: valid with other specials. 


www.bztravelservices.com 

May 1, 2002 — November 15, 2002: All 
dive trips 10% discount with purchase 
of travel package. 
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: Serving: Key Largo, FL 

(800) 331-3483 

: www.captainslate.com 

: November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: 


10% on all diving and items pur- 
chased at dive store (not hotel). 
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(800) 888-0120 
www.castawayfiji.com 


: Free meals with stays of 6 nights or 
: more and unlimited dive package for 
$225 with no maximum stay. 


Serving USVI 
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(800) 524-2025 
www.antillesresorts.com 


November 15, 2001 — December 15, : Ste Belize pas 
2002: 4th and 7th night free, free air- : (300) 201-9389 
:_www.belizeisfun.com : 
: January 2, 2002 — November 15, 2002: : 


2 10% off 7-night stay. 


port pick-up. 


Serving: USVI | 
(800) 524-2025 
www.antillesresorts.com 


November 15, 2001 — December 15, 2002: : serving: Thailand, Myanmar, Indonesia 


: (66) 76 281 388 
: www.fantasea.net 
: November 15, 2001 — November 15, : 
: 2002: 20% discount on any Ocean : 
: Rover live-aboard cruise. Valid with 
: direct bookings only. 

off land-based or live-aboard dive : | ) 
boats to South Pacific/S.E. Asia/Africa. Serving: Eoypt 

: (202) 738-2224 

: www.travco-eg.com 

: November 11, 2001 — October 31, 2002: 
: 10% discount for group of 12. 


Ath and 7th night free, free airport pick-up. 
Serving: Multiple destinations 

(800) 886-7321 

e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 
November 15, 2001 — June, 2002: 10% 


Includes: International air. 
Serving: Nassau 
(800) 368-3483 
www.divedivedive.com 


January 9, 2002 — June 9, 2002: 10% : serving: Multiple destinations 
: (800) 544-DIVE 

: www.love2dive.com 
: November 1, 2002 — June 30, 2002: : 
: 10% discount on any live-aboard boat. 


off dive packages with accommoda- 
tions in villas. 


Servin g: Key West FL 
(800) 426-0707 
www.divekeywest.com 


Buy three, dive free. Dive pass offers 4 
dive trips for the price of 3 per person. 


Serving: Barbados 
(888) 898-3483 
www.divebds.com 


packages boat dives. 


Serving: USVI 
(340) 775-5971 
www.diveworldvi.com 


$100 discount on private villa with 4 
boat dives and unlimited diving at our 


$559 per person, db! occupancy. 
Serving: Cayman Brac : 

(800) 367-3484 
www.diviresorts.com 


Special pricing discount on 2-dive spe- 


transfers, tax and service charges. 
Serving: Dominican Republic 

(800) 327-8150 
www.nealwatson.com/samana.html 


November 15, 2001 —July 1, 2002: 10% salicaria 
i dive packages booked : : 
discount on dive packages booke (800) 525-3833 


directly with Undersea Adventures. 


Serving: Tahiti | 

January 1, 2002 — September 1, 2002: : (689) 57-77-93 
: www.itidiving. pf : 
: April 1, 2002 —June 30, 2002: 10% dis- : 
count on each single dive. 


: Serving: Hawaii 
: (808) 329-7585 


February 1, 2002 — September 30, : wwwjacksdivinglocker.com 


2002: 10% discount on 6 and 10 dive : Now through February 28, 2002: 10% : 
: off merchandise or dives, not to be : 


? combined with other discounts. 


' Serving: Thailand 
: (66) 76 342186 

November 30, 2001 — August 31, 2002: : www.thejunk.com 3 
: Now through December 1, 2002: 10% dis- 
: count on live-aboard, Chinese Sailing junk : 


Coral World Marine Park location, only : to Similan Islands and Richelieu Rock. 


: Serving: Thailand 
: (691) 370-3483 
: www.kosraevillage.com 
: February 1, 2002 — August 1, 2002: : 
November 1, 2001 — April 14, 2002: : 199% off accommodations, diving and 


! | €- receive complimentary breakfast. 
cial. Package includes 2 meals daily, : 


: Serving: Maui 

: (800) 998-3483 
: November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: : 
: 15% discount on diving. 


: www.landfallproductions.com 
: Now through October 17, 2002: Round- : 
: trip airfare (LAX to Nadi), 7 nights : 
: aboard a luxury live-aboard, meals, : 
: diving: $2,849 plus tax. 


7 Serving: Belize 

: (501) 26-3134 / www.reefdivers.com 
: December 1, 2001 — November 15, 
: 2002: 20% discount on local diving. 


Serving: Malaysia 


(03) 216-22-980 
www. layanglayang.com 


: Serving: Fiji 

: (679) 816-098 

: www.lomalagi.com 
: January 15, 2002 —June 30, 2002: 10% : 
: discount on accommodations and all : 
: meals. Must mention this special. 


Serving: Multiple destinations 


: (800) 327-6709 


: www.maduro.com 


January 1, 2002 — September 30, 2002: 
$25 discount per person on all 5-night 
or longer dive packages with low cost 


: airfare to 23 countries. 
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: Serving: South Sulawesi, Indonesia 
: (62) 411- 85-8762 


www. marlindive.com 


? November 10, 2001 — November 10, 
: 2002: 10% discount on live-aboard 
: trips and on land-based dive packages. 


: Serving: Tobago 

: February 1, 2002 — October 31, 2002: : 
: Receive 2 nights free of charge for every : 
: 6 paid nights. Includes diving, meals : 
: and accommodations 


(868) 639-9969 
www.mantadive.com 
May 1, 2002 — December 15, 2002: 


Discount on pre-paid dive package, 
: from 2 divers and up. 

: Serving: Maui 

: (800) 542-3483 


Wwww.mauidiveshop.com 
March 15, 2002 — December 1, 2002: 


20% off of all scuba charters with the 
mention of this program. 


Serving. Bahamas 
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(800) 327-8150 
www.nealwatson.com/nas- 
sau.html 

November 15, 2001 — July 1, 
2002: 10% discount on dive 
packages booked directly 
with Undersea Adventures. 


Nautilus Diving Bermuda 
Serving: Bermuda 

(441) 238-2332 
www.bermuda.bm/nautilus 
December 1, 2001 — March 31, 2002: 
20% off dive package price, available 
upon request. 


Negril Scuba Centre 

Serving: Jamaica 

(800) 818-2963 
www.jamaicairie/negrilscuba 
centre.com 

November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: 
10% off all dive packages. 


Nukubati Island 

Serving: Fiji 

(888) 345-4669 

www.nukubati.com 

March 1, 2002 — June 31, 2002: 10% 
discount on accommodations. Diving: 1 
person pay and buddy dives for free. 


Oasis Divers 

Serving: Grand Turk 

(800) 892-3995 

WWW.Oasisdivers.com 

November 15, 2001 — December 1, 
2002: 10% off hotel/dive packages 
booked directly with Oasis Divers, 
plus one free afternoon dive. Offer not 
available for wholesale bookings. 


Ocean Concepts Scuba 

Serving: Hawai 

(800) 808-3483 
www.oceanconcepts.com 

November 15, 2001 — July 1, 2002: 
20% off standard rate for 2-tank, 2 
location boat dives. Not valid with any 
other offer. Must reserve directly. 


Ocean Divers 

Serving: Key Largo, FL 

(800) 451-1113 

www.oceandivers.com 

January 1, 2002 — June 30, 2002: 20% 
off regular single dive trip fee. 


Ocean Point Hotel & Dive Service 
serving: Tobago 

(866) 6-TOBAGO 
www.oceanpoint.com/scubadiving 
November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: 
10% discount on room rates. 

Ocean Promotion Scuba & Snorkel 
Adventures 

Serving: Florida 

(866) 728-2201 
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www.florida-adventure.com 
/oceanpromotion 

February, 2002 — February, 2003: 
Discounts on diving/snorkel trips, 
beach hotel accommodations and 
Funky Fish Snorkel Camp for Kids. 


Oyster Diving Cruises 

Serving: Red Sea 

(202) 33-60-244-255 
www.oysterdiving.com 

November 15, 2001 — May 1, 2002: 
10% applied on cruise charges, includ- 
ing accommodations, meals, soft 
drinks and diving. 


Pacific Island Club Saipan 

Serving: Saipan and Guam 

(670) 234-7976 
www.pacificislandsclub.com 

April 1, 2002 — July 19, 2002: 10% 
room discount for all reservations, 
must mention Skin Diver/PADI| Bounty 
program. 


Paradise Charters 

serving: Multiple destinations 

(954) 524-8717 

www. paradisecharters.com 

January 3, 2002 — October 1, 2002: 10% 
on week-long live-aboard trip costing 
$1,250 per person; 10% on 3-day weekend 
live-aboard trip costing $600 per person. 


Peter Hughes Diving 

Serving: Grand Turk, Provo, Los Roques, 
Papua New Guinea, Palau and Bali 
(800) 9-DANCER 
www.peterhughes.com 

November 15, 2001 — December 31, 
2002: 20% off travel aboard Dancer 
Fleet vessels in locations listed above. 


Proscuba Dive Centre 

Serving: Tobago 

9868) 639-7424 
www.diveguide.com/proscuba 
February, 2002 — June 2002: 10 boat 
dives (including tank, air, weights) 5 days 
of a 2-tank (back to back). Seven nights 
accommodation at Surf Side Hotel. $503 
per person/dbl occupancy. Also receive 
for free with this package: airport trans- 
fers, refreshments on boat, lunch after 
diving, one night dive (valued at $135). 


Ra Divers Fiji 

Serving: Fiji 

(679) 694-511 / www.radivers.com 
November 15, 2001 — March 31, 2002: 
15% off normal dive rates. 

Reef & Rainforest 

serving: Multiple destinations 

(800) 794-9767 
www.reefrainforest.com 

February 1, 2002 — December 31, 2002: 
10% discount on 7 night or more live- 
aboard dive vessel. 


Saba Rock {sland Resort 
Serving: BVI 


(284) 495-9966 

www.sabarock.com 

November 15, 2001 — August 30, 2002: 
Special off-season rates to divers, stay 
3 nights get 4th night free. 


Sail Caribbean Divers 

Serving: BVI 

(936) 560-6794 
www.sailcaribbeandivers.com 
September 1, 2001 — December 31, 2001: 
10% discount on any Sail Caribbean diver 
charter booked during these dates. 


Sanvics Scuba 

Serving: Grenada 

(473) 444-4753 

Www.Sanvics.com 

November 15, 2001 — November 15, 
2002: Receive 2 free dives or 1 day free 
Jeep rental with purchase of an Open 
Water Course, Advanced Course or a 
10-dive package. 


Scuba Bimini Dive Center 

Serving: Bimini 

(800) 327-8150 
www.nealwatson.com/bimini.html 
November 15, 2001 — July 1, 2002: 
10% discount on dive packages booked 
directly with Undersea Adventures. 


Scuba Junction 

Serving: Thailand 

(66) 77 456 164 
www.scuba-junction.com 

November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: 
10% discount on all diving and course 
published prices. 


Scuba Quest 

Serving: Thailand 

(66) 763-85143 
www.scuba-quest.com 

November 15, 2001 — November 15, 
2002: 15% live-aboard cruises, 10% 
any diving course, free diving equip- 
ment upon completion of course for all 
further diving with us during your stay. 


South East Asia Scuba Divers 
Serving: Thailand 

(66) 76 281-299 

www.phuketdive.net 

January 1, 2002 — December 31, 2002: 
10% discount on live-aboard trips and 
on day diving trips. 


Sea Fever Diving Cruises 

Serving: Bahamas 

(800) 443-3837 

www.seafever.com 

November 9, 2001 — December 31, 
2002: 10% discount on Sea Fever spon- 
sored trips, as advertised on website. 


Seascape Inn 

serving: Andros, Bahamas 

(242) 369-0342, www.seascapeinn.com 
Now through June 1, 2002: 15% off 
8-day/7-night/5 to 2-tank dive 
packages. 





Siam Dive n’ Sail 

Serving: Thailand 

(667) 633-0967 

www.siamdivers.com 

January 1, 2002 — May 1, 2002: 10% 
discount on all live-aboard diving. 


Sipadan Dive Centre 

Serving: Malaysia 

(6088) 240-584 
www.sipadandivers.com 

November 30, 2001 — December 31, 
2002: 10% off published price at $120 
per person/per night. 


Southpoint Divers 

Serving: Florida 

(800) 891-DIVE 
www.southpointdivers.com 

May 1, 2002 — June 26, 2002 & 
September, 2002 — November 15, 
2002: 10% off diving, does not include 
gear rental. Must present coupon. Must 
mention coupon at booking. 


South Florida Diving Headquarters 
(800) 771-3483 

Serving: South Florida 
www.southfloridadiving.com 
November 15, 2002 — June 1, 2002: 
10% off diving, snorkeling equipment 
rental and lodging. 


St. George’s Lodge 

Serving: Belize 

(800) 678-6871 

www.gooddiving.com 

December 1, 2001 — September 1, 
2002: 10% discount on diving or non- 
diving packages, 3 night minimum. 


St. Lucia Undersea Adventures 
Serving: St. Lucia 

(800) 327-8150 
www.nealwatson.com/stlucia.html 
November 15, 2001 — July 1, 2002: 
10% discount on dive packages booked 
directly with Undersea Adventures. 


Stockier Expeditions 

Serving: Brazil 

(800) 591-2955 

e-mail: stocklers@usa.net 

March 1, 2002 —June 15, 2002: $300 dis- 
count on any dive vacation in Brazil, when 
booked through your local dive store. 
*Dive vacation includes air and land. 


SunBreeze Hotel 

Serving: Belize 

(501) 26-2191 

www.sunbreeze.net 

December 1, 2001 — April 30, 2002: 
10% off any rack rate packages offered 
by SunBreeze and booked directly with 
SunBreeze. Must mention this offer. 


Sunset House 
Serving: Grand Cayman 
(877) 854-3227 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 65 
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Discover the Atolls of Belize © the Fabled Blue Hole 


laundry service is available. Don’t forget your sunblocker! . . . although 
this and other sundries are available in our gift shop. 
Come join us at Lighthouse Reef Resort, you'll feel as if you’ve dived 


Lichthouff Ree} Resort 


The Premier Diving, Resort of Belize 





he place where divers go for a preview of 

heaven. . . the Lighthouse Reef Resort. 
Unlike many “dive resorts” you won't be 
roughing it at Lighthouse Reef Resort! You'll 
even arrive in style . . . Lighthouse Reef is 
the only atoll in the Western Hemisphere with 
its own private airstrip. We fly you to and 
from Belize’s International Airport. This scenic 
20-minute flight gives you more time to enjoy 
the Resort and the atoll. 

Lighthouse Reef Resort offers you one 
great vacation on a private Caribbean island 
50 miles off the coast of Belize. 

Your stay includes: 7 nights with 20 meals, 
17 dives (weather permitting), palm-shaded, 
air-conditioned beachfront accommodations 
with a staff of 23 to serve you. Weight belts & 
tanks are provided. Dress is informal and 
























For Reservations or Information: 


1-800-423-3114 
Tel: 1-863-439-6600 ¢ 
Fax: 1-863-439-2118 
E-mail: LARC1@worldnet.att.net 
www.scubabelize.com 









Downtown Sun Ped, 
Restaurant and Bar, 


= >< wwiwetropicabelize:com 
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Koya Mayan 
KesorT & OPA 


Pampered Adventure 


A Resort of Casual Elegance Surrounded by 
Tropical Jungle in the Heartland of the 
Ancient Maya. 


Cultural & Ecological Discovery 
in Beautiful Western Belize! 
www.royalmayan.com 


eFax: 305-969-7946 





Come experience a scuba diver's paradise 
from our beachside resort! Dive two rare 
and breathtaking atolls, plus Jacques 
Cousteau's legendary Blue Hole, aboard our 
Pro 42 dive bout The Miss Gina. Relax by 
our lagoon-style pool or dine in our fabulous 
restaurant overlooking the cerulean waters 

of the Wester Caribbean. Authentic 
thatched roof cabanas, air-conditioned and 
fan cooled for idyllic comfort, await you. 

- You'll love diving here so much, you'll never 
want to go home! Discover Ramon's 
Village....a wonderfully intriguing 


i i 
ee: = vacation resort! 


Toll-Free Reservations & Info: 1-800-MAGIC 15 
Website: www.ramons.com 
Email: info@ramons.com 








BY JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 


TWO RECENT NEWS ITEMS HAVE BEEN MUCH ON MY 
mind: first, a series of articles announcing that 
California Gray Whales seem to be rebounding from 
the horrible mass deaths of the last several years. And 
second, reports from the Climate Conference in 
Marrakech, Morocco, where 2,000 delegates from 160 
nations met to decide just how to regulate greenhouse 
gas emissions. 

The two events would seem totally unrelated, but in 
fact, they are fatefully connected. And recognizing the 
connection is a measure of our determination to hand 
to our descendants a better world. 

Most divers are familiar with the whales’ fate. Once 
plentiful, they were hunted in the 19th century to the 
brink of extinction. Once protected, they 
have managed to recover somewhat and 
are now numbered around 26,000. Not 
long ago they were removed from the 
United States’ list of endangered species, 
and the Makah, an American Indian tribe, was per- 
mitted to resume hunts for ceremonial and subsis- 
tence purposes. 

Delisting is a controversy in itself, as the whales still 
face a bevy of challenges. They face constant threats to 
their Mexican calving grounds, and suffer disruption 
from shipping, military testing, hunting and pollution 
along their yearly 5,000-mile migration from Alaska. 


Over the past two migra- 
tions, whales began washing 
up on shore in unusually 
high numbers—between 270 
and 300 in 1999 and 2000, 
according to The Anchorage 
Daily News. This is ten 
times the number consid- 
ered normal. 
Though the direct causes 
were unclear, the whales were 
visibly malnourished, the beached carcasses revealing 
reduced levels of lipid fats. The whales that complet- 
ed the migration were not in the most robust shape 


Whale of a Mystery 


either. The Seattle Times reports that they appeared 
leaner than usual, that a few ventured beyond the nor- 
mal route “as if searching for food.” In some cases, 
bones could be seen beneath the skin. In the winter of 
2000, only 280 calves were born, down from 1,430 in 

1997, with stressed 

females too weak to 


The consensus is that even support a foetus. 


Mother Nature’s problems 
are caused by man. 
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What caused the food shortage? 

For many, climate is a leading suspect. 
As reported in The Seattle Times, the E1 
Nifio events of the 1990s caused 
changes in species distribution well into 
the Bering Strait, where the whales bulk 
up for their journey south. Some 
observers detected a change in plank- 
ton. Gone were the s 
species which feed : 
amphipods, the 
whales’ main food 
source, on the sandy 
bottoms of the 
Strait. They were 
replaced by species 
which remain sus- 
pended in higher 
levels of the water 
column. 

If this is indeed 
the cause of the 
food shortage, it 
won’t be corrected 
overnight, for it 


ing to sit down and hammer out in 
legal terms how human societies will 
reduce their emissions of greenhouse 
gases, and what will happen to those 
who do not. 

But short-term thinking continues 
to slow the process. Participants are 
wise to focus on attainable targets, 


A friendly Gray Whale’ 


peives loving to ae 
in Baja: 





{The whales] face constant threats to 


takes along timeto their Mexican calving grounds, and suffer 


grow an amphipod. 

Once again, we are 
confronted with a 
tangled mystery, this 
time it is a mystery of 
our own making. 
Climate change has unleashed a global 
science experiment. We, the Gray Whales 
and all other living things on Earth are 
the guinea pigs. How we will adapt? Who 
will rise? Who will fall? Already scientists 
are observing evolution at work, as pitch- 
er-plant mosquitoes have extended their 
breeding cycle to take advantage of the 
warmer climate cycles. 

Global warming, as one observer has 
noted, is like an oil tanker. Even if we 
decide to stop it, the ship still has 
enough momentum to continue on its 
way for some time. In other words, 
things are going to get a lot worse 
before they begin to get better. The 
challenge to policymakers is clear: 
Make significant cuts in emissions now 
before the balance is tipped beyond a 
point of no return, when we shall be at 
the mercy of feedback loops that over- 
whelm our capacity to adapt. 

Was this urgency reflected in the 
recent deliberations at Marrakech? To 
some extent, yes. We have come a long 
way since Kyoto. Nations are now will- 


disruption from shipping, military testing, 
hunting and pollution along their yearly 
5,000-mile migration from Alaska. 


rather than set lofty goals that are 
politically impossible. Momentum is 
essential. And yet, the Earth’s “biolog- 
ical clock” is ticking. Atmospheric 
chemistry cares little about political 
consensus. It follows ironclad rules of 
cause and effect. So while it is nice to 
get something signed, it is also essen- 
tial not to become complacent with the 
minimal effort, to think about doing 
more, going further. 

The lesson of climate change is that 
those who are afraid to make small but 
meaningful sacrifices today will be 
forced to make much more grave and 
painful sacrifices in the future. 

And the whales? With no control 
over their own food source, they are at 
the whim of nature and that means 
they survive because we permit them 
to. At this point, we are able to make 
good on our promise of protection. 
But all the while, our inability to make 
bold strides on climate change is 
dooming them, and the rest of life, to 
an uncertain future. 
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Sometimes my work just looks and feels stale. Surely you have been in this rut. Any words 
of misdom to help me light my fire? —Rob K.., Springfield, IL 





WRITER’S BLOCK. EVERYONE HAS EXPERIENCED THIS jects big and small. They know their subjects. And 
agonizing ailment. No matter what you do nothing’ while diving in the same ocean, they often see what I 
reads the way you want it to. The grammar, punctua-__ do not, or at least what I have not until they shared 
tion and spelling might be correct, but there isn’t any _ their work. 

power to your message. I feel the same way when I go to one of Howard and 

Unfortunately in the world of 
underwater photography, there is a 
sister ailment, photographer’s 
block. It is no doubt a demoralizing 
feeling to be unable to conjure up 
the fresh ideas that give underwa- 
ter images life. 

Good news is, I’ve been there. 
Even better news is, Pve developed 
a way to overcome it. Surely this 
process is personal, but I might be 
able to push you out of your 
“funk” and back to creating 
incredible shots. 

When I feel photographically 
blocked, the first thing I do is 
thumb through recent issues of 
Skin Diver to look at images other 
shooters have created. If I see a 
piece that David Fleetham has 
produced, I stop. To my way of 
thinking, David is the “photo- 
graphic truth.” He doesn’t take 
images. David makes them. Just 
looking at David’s work gets my 
motor running. 

I also stop every time I see 
images from Doug Perrine, James 
Watt, Norbert Wu, Chris Newbert, 
Brandon Cole, Eric MHanauer, 
Ernie Brooks, Clay Wiseman and 
David Doubilet. This list is not 
intended to slight anyone else’s 
work. It’s just that I know that the 
work of the people in this group 


has inspired me in the past. 
Collectively, these shooters see [MUUUMMSt eT aii RIES OIE CR tut T Sse UF ae] Us 


light and how to “paint with light;” FRAMERS OES ure of your personal favorites. 
they recognize the magic in sub- 


Oudi 
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S Michele Hall’s IMAX films. 

They have a way of making me 

ies, realize they have found magic in 

©... opportunities I have swam past. 

ialiell Roger Steene’s book, Coral 

Seas has a permanent place on 

os my coffee table. His macro work 

peem is stunning. How about the 

Nyse images created by Masa 

Ushioda and Christoph Gerigk? 

I became familiar with their 

work and got great new sources 

of inspiration when I received 

Skin Diver’s July 2001 Photo Annual, 

an issue that is filled with imagery that 

the editors consider to be “the best of 

the best.” In my house, this issue is on 
the coffee table as well. 

And there’s no need to feel guilty, as 

if you are “stealing someone else’s 


Getting Started: Thin 


_ ONCE YOU GET THE UNDER- 
_ water photography bug it 
_ won’t take long before you 
_ find yourself 50 feet under 
_ thinking, “Lights, camera, 
action!” But with all of the 
pre-dive purchases and pre- 
parations, a lot of beginning 
_ photographers fail to take 
the time to think about what 
_ makes a good photograph 
_ before they find themselves 
underwater wondering what 
_ they should do to get started. 
| They have a brand-new 
camera system and no pho- 
_ tographic dive plan. 
Often the dilemma stems 
| from the fact that both the 


work and _ ideas.” 
After all, imitation is 
the most sincere form 
of flattery. 
For some photog- 
raphers, the source of @ 
inspiration may come : 
from their peers. Dis- 
cussing your images 
with others can not 


only help you discov- 


er what works and 
what doesn’t, it may [BROWN TTTAID ITS DT Te TEED Se Ol T Ste 


also spring up new (MBM RUSE BC Tt SS 


ideas. Going to a dive 

club meeting and listening to members Point is, whatever the means, the end 
just talk about their dives can also initi- result will eventually be that you no 
ate a fresh start: “...that school of bait- _ longer suffer from photographer’s block, 
fish was like a silver flash...”. How and your images may also improve. And 
could you portray that on film? that’s something worth working for. 


often a turn-off. 
Good photogra- 

phers use this knowledge to their advantage by mak- _ 
ing an effort to find brightly colored red, orange and | 
yellow fish, sponges, nudibranchs and anemones. : 

EYES: Keep the following in mind: When you look 
at people and at animals, you look at their faces and | 
eyes. You make eye contact to try te “read” what you 
can in the faces of people and animals. Your audiences 
will do the same. Viewers want to know if the divers | 
in the photographs are interested, bored, excited, sur- | 
prised, frightened or concerned, etc. : 

While people can’t “read” the facial expressions j 
and eyes of fish and other marine creatures as well as | 
we can read those of many people, when humans look | 
at photographs, the eyes are often a focal point. If the © 
eyes of subjects such as fish, dolphins, manatees and 
turtles are in the picture, viewers will undoubtedly be | 
drawn to them. : 

FILL THE FRAME: Fill a pleasing percentage of the 


k Xo) [oy a Eyes ale. Fill dats Frame Drab colors are 


| marine environment and The basics—color, eyes and filling picture area with your subject. It is almost always dis- : 
| photography are new. If you the frame—help make an interest- @Ppointing for a subject to be too small in the picture — 
_ think this scenario could — jng image. area. Viewers can’t see details as well as they would like, _ 


| describe you, here’s a little 


and the image is likely to lose much of its potential — 


| saying that will help you swim over your first photographic impact. So get close to your subjects and fill the frame leav- 
; hurdle: Think color, eyes and fill the frame. The concepts ing no doubt in the minds of viewers as to what, or who, the 
j are surprisingly simple, but there is nothing that says creat- _ subject is in any given image. 
| ing compelling photographs has to be complex. Certainly there are some other guidelines to creating com-_— 
_ Coror: It’s a well-documented fact that humans are _ pelling images, but keeping these three in mind when you _ 
; drawn to the warm colors on the red end of the spectrum. frame your shots will get you started on the path to photo- 
_ Vivid reds, oranges and yellows command our attention. graphic success. 


WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY? 


Take an online course at Marty Snyderman’s School of Underwater Photography at www.skin-diver.com. This comprehensive course consists of nine 
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interactive classes taken at your convenience. 
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Imagine... 


cruising through inner space 
at speeds that make fish envious. 





Imagine... 


prolonging the experience 
with improved breathing etticiency. 






It's all possible... 
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‘The V12 tins had the best course efticiency 







scores and were also near the top speed runs. Lintiad Rhetime warranty: Visit your 
The V1 2's are an adjustable scuba fin with great ladies! tiaras Cia Soak Niet 
flexibility and excellent stability." 

Rodale's Scuba Lab July 2001 





Testers Choice 





"The new Oceanic V6 is an amazing propeller tin." 





Rodale's Scuba Lab July 2001 
Testers Choice & Best Buy Oo lw Ee q+ | IV | | Cc 
NATUFE’S WiNG7. INVENTING THE FREEDOM OF DIVING 





Natures Wing & Propaliar Fin ore trademarks of Notuse's Wing Desgs, Loguse Beach 


Slasak cakhckciuabtbek www. OceanicWorldWide.com 
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GREG STEVENS OF HACKENSACK, NJ, HAS 
researched two ships named Tarantula and wants to 
know which one is sunk off Long Island, NY. Thanks 
to Dan Berg and his book, Wreck Valley IT, the mystery 
has been solved. Dan says there were two vessels named 
Tarantula, both steel-hulled yachts owned by million- 
aire financier William K. Vanderbilt. The first one, 
built in 1902, was renamed HMS Tuna after it was con- 
verted into a Canadian gunboat. After years of service, 
it was decommissioned and broken up for scrap metal. 
The second yacht was built in 1912 and converted into 
a gunboat for the U.S. Navy during World War I. 

In October, 1918, while patrolling the waters off 
Long Island’s South Shore, the USS Tarantula sank 
in a collision with the Dutch ship, Frisia. Resting 22 
miles off Jones Inlet, in 115 feet of water, the former 
luxury yacht that divers call “the Gunboat,” is a pop- 
ular site. The wreck’s boilers and engine provide some 
relief, but her stern remains scattered in the sand. 
John Lachenmeyer, Fred Bellise, Rick 
Schwarz, Wes Carmen and Jim Fazzolare 
found a wide assortment of china while 
dredging around the wreck. For more infor- 
mation, e-mail Dan Berg at wreckvalle 
@aol.com or visit his website: www. aqua 
explorers.com. A model of the Tarantula is 
on display at the Vanderbilt Maritime 
Museum on Long Island. 
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LARRY LINWOOD OF MEADVILLE, PA, WANTS TO DIVE 
the “treasure ship” Dean Richmond, in Lake Erie and 
wants to know where he can gather information on it. 
A new book, Erie Wrecks East, by Georgann and 
Michael Wachter, contains four pages on the demise 
of the fourth Great Lakes vessel to be christened 
Dean Richmond. Mr. Richmond was the president of 
the New York Central Railroad and unfortunately, all 
of the ships named after him met the same fate. 
Contrary to rumors, the 238-foot package freighter, 
sunk ina gale in 1893, is not a treasure ship. When the 
Dean Richmond went down, it sunk carrying assorted 
freight from Toledo, Ohio, to Buffalo, New York. But 
its main cargo was pig zinc that scuttlebutt turned 
into copper and later gold. In 1983, Gary Kozak, 
renowned sidescan sonar expert, found the Dean 
Richmond after a nine year search that turned up 28 
other shipwrecks. Kozak dispelled the treasure 
rumors and verified the zinc cargo after diving 110 
feet and exploring the holds of the freighter resting 
upside-down on a barren bottom. His charts reveal 
the wreck’s location 11 miles off the Erie, PA, harbor 
entrance. More about the ship and the Wachters’ 
books on Lake Erie wrecks can be found on their web- 
site: www.eriewrecks.com. 








LAURA BURNS OF BATON ROUGE, LA, 
asks if the U-166 has finally been 
found. “Finally” is a good word for it. 
I’ve received a dozen inquiries from 
divers throughout the years asking if 
the German submarine, U-166, was 
drifting around the Gulf of Mexico 
loaded with a valuable cargo of mer- 
cury. As the legend spread, frequent 
sightings—similar to the legend of the 
Loch Ness monster—were reported. 
BP Amoco and the Shell Oil companies 
finally discovered the sub while sur- 
veying for an underwater pipeline 
route. The remains of the phantom 
submarine rests in the northern part of 
the Gulf of Mexico, 45 miles from the 
mouth of the Mississippi River. ‘The 
remains of the SS Robert E. Lee are 
nearby, sunk by the U-166 in July, 
1942. American forces sank the sub 
shortly after the attack. 


BILL ELDER JUST MOVED TO DOVER, 
DE, and wants to join a club that does 
a lot of wreck diving. The Delaware 
Underwater Swim Club, one of the 
oldest in the country, plans many ship- 
wreck dives from early spring through 
late fall. ’'m putting Bill in contact 
with Mal Kroeber, Jim Durnan and 
Pete Civitese, all either former or pre- 
sent club officers who are happy to 
have new members. 


SUSAN BELL OF BRINSON, GA, WROTE: 
“My husband and I are certified divers, 
and we own a nice boat. We want to 
search for treasure, so where do we 
start?” I immediately thought of Bob 
“Frogfoot” Weller, who has been sal- 
vaging treasure from the 1715 Spanish 
Plate Fleet and the 1733 Spanish Armada 
for more than 40 years. Bob, who heads 
Crossed Anchors Salvage, Lake Worth, 
FL, reserves several weeks each summer 
when he conducts classes in salvage, then 
takes his students to the wrecks for 
hands-on experience. Susan later 
responded: “I signed up for Bob’s 
course and couldn’t have been 
happier. I visited eight differ- 
ent galleons during a week’s 
stay in Lower Matacumbe 

Key. Bob and his wife, 
Margaret, and the other 
students were just great. 

We took measurements 











on the remains of the A/mirant and the 
San Francisco and salvaged some nails, 
sheathing tacks and a hasp. There was no 
treasure, but that was OK because I, as a 
neophyte, made a striking discovery on 
some remains they call the Brick Wreck. 
Bob was excited when I brought up a piece 
of a Chinese porcelain plate that pictured 
people aboard a boat in a river country set- 
ting. ‘The scene helped date the wreck to 
the early 1800s when this style of porcelain 
was fashionable.” Divers can call Bob 
Weller at Crossed Anchor Salvage, (561) 
588-2903. They may also go to Ernie 
Richards’ (Bob’s partner) Spanish 
Treasure and Colonial Coins website at: 
www.home.att.net/~enrada. 


GARY NESTER OF THE NEW YORK CITY 
Sea Gypsies Dive Club, sent some news 
about the Hahn Premium Ale wreck. 
This is not a ship, but a large truck that 
crashed and sank in an Australian river 
while transporting 24,000 bottles of 
beer. Divers from nearby ‘Tweed Heads, 
a small town in New South Wales, 
rushed to the scene to help. Meanwhile, 
the beer distributor sent two massive 
cranes to retrieve the truck, but failed 
to send any security. The local police 
inspector was quoted as saying, “While 
residents are diving for the grog, they 
are in fact stealing by ‘find.”” But he 
chose not to chase them away during 
three days of salvage, where one diver 
alone brought up 400 bottles of Hahn 
Premium Ale. During a post-salvage 
celebration, divers renamed the drink 
““Tweed Heads: Good for what’s ‘ale- 
ing’ you!” »> 


Send your wreck questions to Ellsworth 
Boyd, 1120 Bernoudy Rd., White Hall, 
MD 21161. Include a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope for a personal reply. Or 
e-mail Ellsworth at: ellsboyd@aol.com. 
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Dolphin Scuba Camp 
Summer 2002 
Ages 5 -14, $600* per child 


Al-inclusive dive and snorkel 
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netivities for the entire family 
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*S600 per child_rate is based.on maximum 1 child 
per aun, siaying in the same room, 16 0 
isle} male ible 


S10) corm rs BA 





SKIN DIVER FEBRUARY 2002 33 





BY MICHELLE DANNER 


Wrecks, Reefs 
and Rewards in 
Bermuda 


We all have an inner child in 
us; a part of our adult psyche 
that yearns for a gold star or 
reward for personal achieve- 
ments. As divers, one of the 
best aspects about diving is the 
satisfaction that comes with 
numerous accomplishments, 
from diving a dreamed-about 
region, to having a rare marine 
life encounter, to simply per- 
fecting your buoyancy. 
Wouldn’t it be nice to have 
proof of this—a piece of paper 
documenting the moment? 

Well, if you dive the wrecks in 
Bermuda, such validation is obtainable. 
Bermuda is located in the Atlantic 
Ocean and is less than a two-hour plane 
ride from New York or Boston. Known 
for its coral reefs, great visibility and 
clear blue waters, Bermuda also boasts 
a Shipwreck Certificate Program. 


Aemienc 


The Aquatica 995 allows 


- — - a 


per wee qt ng. Lb 
housing can be remap 


SKINDIVER 








Jean-Michel Cousteau 
; 1] ISLANDS 
RESORT 
JOIN THE Eighteen designated wrecks are 
ADVENTURE! part of the program, which offers a 


bit of evidence after each shipwreck 
dive: a certificate on parchment-style 
paper stating the name, location and 
history of the wreckage. The wrecks 
rest in shallow water, some shallow 
enough to snorkel and are home to an 
abundance of marine life. All 18 cer- 
tificates can be obtained in a single 
dive trip. 

To find out more about the pro- 
gram and about Bermuda, log onto 
to Skin Diver Online at www.skin- 


Jean-Michel Cousteau and his 

team invite you to explore 
the magic of Fiji aboard the 
dive boat L'Aventure, pro- 
viding unparalleled access 

to some of the worlds 

most spectacular land 

and seascapes. From 
tight canyons and plunging walls to colorful reefs and the 
denizens of Shark Alley, Fijis waters have it all. BGM: ata see esate 


For reservations: 800- -246-3454 USA and Canada oe : Destination Site boasts information 
North es Reservation Center (415) 788-5794 * Fax (415) 788-0150. on the certificate program, as well 


dive operators, resorts, local 
e-mail : info@fiiresort.com * http//www.fijiresort.com As P 
nf fiji P fii weather and more. ** 
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San Diego 
HammerHeads 
Splash onto 





record for the largest group dive. Club 
members from San Diego jumped on 
board, diving alongside chapters from 
all over the world. 

While the San Diego Hammer- 


Conservation Commission (FWCC) 
and the governor’s office. 

They have also focused their efforts 
on recruiting new members, which will 
help to fuel enthusiasm and profit for 
the dive industry. The hope that by cre- 


= the Scene! @== 
THE HAMMERHEADS XK ae C7 
< experienced one of the — 


im < Jargest turnouts for this past 
o « year’s International Dive-In 





Ae, oe) Heads are experts at having fun, 

they also know how to get down to 
usiness. When divers’ rights were 
called into question with the proposed 
ban on marine life feeding in Florida, 


ating a community of divers through 
the HammerHeads (which boasts 125 
chapters worldwide), San Diego can 
help keep diving thriving. ** 


he Day, with more than 100 local San Diego members rallied their For more information on the Hammer- 
sul, divers splashing into the support by sending e-mails and Heads or to find out how you can get 
mm - waters off La Jolla Shores, letters expressing their concerns to  imvolved, contact LydiaE@dema.org, or 
Sac c A, in pursuit of the world’s the Florida Fish and Wildlife — visit mmmh-heads.com. 


California Classic 
Equipment Divers 

IN 1998, THE CALIFORNIA CLASSIC 
Equipment Divers (CCED) was orga- 
nized by Charles Orr and William “Duke” 
Drake. The goal was to create a group 
interested in demonstrating the tech- 
niques used to dive with classic equip- 
ment, both hard hat and scuba, preserve 
its history and honor the men who dove it. 
A majority of the members also belong to 
the Historical Diving Society USA. 


Pelican REVEntUES 
Best wreck dives, night dives, one or two tank dives 
Modern dive centers with custom-built boats and 
top quality equipment. 
Variety of packages, from 6 dives for $160 to 
6 days of unlimited diving for $325 
Full service and fun marina pier, including great 
bar/restaurant on the water. 

For information, call: 011 (297) 872302 ¢ Fax: 011 (297) 872315 


P.O. Box 1194, J.E. Yrausquin Blvd. 232, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Emel pelican- sar UbaGsetamet. aw ° Web: www. pecan aruba. com 


TE ee 


Gold Palm Resort 
5 Star 


PADI Dive Center 


+ Variety of hotel/dive packages—transfers included! 
- 21S0 for S Tansy as for / Gays UniiMmed crying 
* Three locations: Sonesta, Hyatt & Marriott Resorts 
* One and two-tank dives, night & wreck dives 
_: Boat, kayak and shore diving from Sonesta’s private island 


877-RED-SAIL 





During the past three years, activi- 
ties have consisted of an annual day- 
long diving demonstration and display 
at the L.A. Maritime Museum in San 
Pedro, CA, and educational displays at 
the Yuma Crossing State Historic Park 
at Yuma, AZ. Informal meetings are 
held bimonthly at the L.A. Maritime 
Museum. Membership in the CCED is 
free, and each member receives a quar- 
terly newsletter of upcoming events, 
information on equipment and the his- 
tory of diving. Updates on activities 
and back issues of the club’s newsletter 
can be found on the website. 

For more information, contact Charles Orr 
(310) 834-7051, or visit wwm.geocities. 


com/ cced_barstad. 


[is 8 Aruba Sonesta Beach Resort 


* A private 40-acre island with beaches and secluded 
coves, hammocks for relaxing in the shade, tropical 
wildlife and even a beachside bar and grill 

* 15 international restaurants and cafes 

* Our own world-class marina 

* 24-hour ai eel eM ang 2 hs 


i eecidinria 
(Uaribbean Gours ». 


www.caradonna.com 
sales@caradonna.com 


For complete Sonesta Dive 
Packages see your travel 
agent or call Red Sail Sports at 


Group Rates 


GO00-526-225' 


Great 8 day/7 night custom dive packages from $565 
Budget to luxury accommodations available 


) Send your club news to 
Lowest airfares from your home city 





allenr@primediacmmg.com. 


36 wwwsskin-diver.com 





* Cayman Lolands * Cayman Leland: * Cayman Lolands* Cayman 


SPEGIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 





By Marty Snyderman 
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Cayman isiand 


couldn’t have been more than ten feet deep when | froze in utter amazement. | was a relativly inexperienced 
diver but | didn’thave to be Einstein to realize | was being treated to something extraordinary. | was hover- 
ing over Grand Cayman’s North Wall on a perfect diving day as shimmering rays of sunlight danced through 
the water highlighting portions of the reef below. Schooling fishes gathered over the reef top, but at the time 
| had no clue as to which species was which. | just knew that there was color and life everywhere, and from that 
moment on | was certain | wanted to be a professional underwater photographer. 
On that, my first trip to the Cayman Islands, | only had a chance to dive the waters off Grand Cayman, but as far 
as | could tell the Cayman Islands had it all from tarpon and turtles to stun- 


ning coral formations to shipwrecks in crystal clear water. It took me a few C AYMAN 
more years before | had the chance to enjoy the explosion of life and color 


on Little Cayman’s Bloody Bay Wall and the solitude of traditional Cayman ISLANDS 


Brac where | again felt as if | was being treated to everything a diver could 
possibly hope for.After several years away, in the last half decade | have got- 


ten reacquainted with the waters that changed my life. www. d ivecayman . ky 
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Red Sail Sports 


Tel: (877) 462-3567 
E- pale bir pana sinker Z 


Red Sail Sports is the premier dive operation in Grand Cayman. We 
invite you to experience diving with the industry leader in SCUBA and 
water sports. For a limited time, we are offering this incredible 3 DAY 

DIVE savings package, DAILY TWO-TANK DIVE, FREE NIGHT DIVE, 
FREE SUNSET SAIL, FREE AFTERNOON BOAT DIVE**, FREE RED SAIL 
SPORTS T-SHIRT, FREE ROUND OF GOLF and FREE BOTTLE OF WINE 
(with Hyatt Regency Grand Cayman accommodations), DAILY CONTI- 
NENTAL BREAKFAST (with Indies Suites accommodation) all for the 
super low price of $270 per person. (3 day dive pkg.) 
Call today to book your complete dive vacation. 


** Some restrictions apply 
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Don Foster’s 
Dive Cayman 


Tel: (800)-83-DIVER — 

George Town Shop: (345) 949-5679 
Comfort Suites Shop: ($45) 946-DIVE 
Fax: (345) 945-5133 ¢ E-mail: did@candw.ky 
Web: www.donfosters.com 


Conveniently located in George Town harbor, we depart for daily 2-Tank 
and 1-Tank dives. This location is great for instruction and has an excel- 
lent shore dive on the wreck of the Cali (see photo). Our boats at our 
private dock in Snug Harbor take you directly to the North Wall and Sting 
Ray City. Complimentary dvie shuttle from your hotel/condo! We are the 
in-house dive operator at the Comfort Suites, 7 Mile Beach, 
let us create the ideal dive package for you! 


For Information & Reservations Call: 
TOLL FREE : (866) 622-9626 
Tel: (345) 946-5658 
www. divetech.com * www.cobaltceast.com 


Join us for the ultimate full-service dive vacation. Cobalt Coast Resort 
is a new, intimate oceanfront resort where European grace meets Caribbean style. 
Together with Dive Tech you will be treated with personalized attention 
that is second to none. Located on the Northwest shore of Grand Cayman, you'll 
leave the masses behind and enjoying pristine shore diving from 2 great 
locations and uncrowded boat dives. Dive Tech offers a variety of exceptional 
dive packages. Dive Tech also specializes in SCR/CCR Rebreathers, 
Scuba/Free Diving/Tek Training, Air/Nitrox/Mixed Gas, and Scooters. 


Small Dive 
Operators of 
Grand Cayman 
on " Dl 

Vv 


Stevia 1S Better 


Cayman Islands Small Dive Operators 
Are YOU looking for very SMALL DIVE GROUPS with extended bottom times, on 
COMFORTABLE and FAST BOATS, early & FLEXIBLE departure times, 
CHOICE of DIVE SITES, FREE hotel/condo pick-ups, the VERY BEST of 
PERSONALIZED SERVICE. ALL at the LOWEST of PRICES!! 


CALL 
Nick at RED BARON CHARTERS 


Tel: 1-345-949-9116 Mobile: 1-345-916-1293 
e-mail: info@redbarondivers.com website: www.redbarondivers.com 


Paul at DIVE 'N STUFF, Tel: 1-345-94-SCUBA 
Mobile: 1-345-916-2490 
e-mail: dlvenstulferayman.o ‘ora website: www. Alive ve 





Peter at Peter MILBURN’ S DIVE CAYMAN LTD. 
Tel: 1-345-945-5770 Mobile 1-345-916-0814 
e-mail: pmilburn@candw.ky 


CAYMAN 
ISLANDS 
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The Cayman Islands 
are located amidst the ie 
clear blue waters of the Iie 
Caribbean Sea approxi- 
mately 150 miles south 
of Cuba. With approxi- 
mately 40,000 inhabi- 
tants on an island that is 
22 miles long and 8 
miles wide, Grand 
Cayman is the largest 
and most developed of 
the three main Islands. 
When it comes to div- 
ing, Grand Cayman 
serves up just about 
everything imaginable in Neptune’s Realm.A wide variety of 
sites along both the East End and the West Side are only a 
few minutes by boat from the nearest docks and they pro- 
vide spectacular seascapes and an amazing variety of marine 
creatures. Stingray City, a must do, is a one-of-a-kind site 
offering snorkelers and divers a chance to swim with some 
incredibly docile Southern Atlantic Stingrays in a depth of 
only |2 feet.At Tarpon Alley you can swim with as many as 
100 tarpon while exploring a labyrinth of tunnels and 
swim-throughs. 

On Grand Cayman you can sail, bike or take a motor 
cycle for a spin. One can also enjoy fishing or sailing, 
shopping at the Duty Free Mall, a visit to an aquarium or 
a few mesmerizing hours at the Turtle Farm. The only one 
of its kind in the world, it’s credited with 
replenishing the surrounding waters 
with green sea turtles, hawksbill and 
loggerhead turtles. Perhaps you’d 
prefer to relax by the pool or in ¢ 
a hammock rocking above the 
sugar white sand along world = 
renowned Seven Mile Beach. 

On the other hand, you can get @ 
your adrenaline pumping by 
trying your hand at some jet- 
skiing, windsurfing or parasail- 
ing! And if a ride along a reef 
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Bloody Bay Wall. 
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Adventures in the Atlantis 
Deep Sub at 1,000 feet. 
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Feather Duster Worms. 
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_ Adive club storms the water off 
Grand Cayman's Cobalt Coast Resort. 


eT 
or even down to |,000 feet in a submarine piloted just for 
you has appeal, all you need to do is make a reservation 
and show up for your dream to become a reality. 

After the sun sets if you aren’t ready to hit the sack you 
can hit the town. There is a wide selection of restaurants 
ranging from those serving fine gourmet cuisine to tradi- 
tional local fare and the occasional burger joint. If a little 
nightlife sounds alluring you can try the different tropical 
libations at a variety of bars and pubs or even try a few 
moves on the dance floor where reggae, soca and salsa 
sounds fill the air. 

Island-hopping is easy in the Cayman Islands, with daily 
inter-island service provided by Island Air and Cayman 
Airways. With only 30-minute flight east on Island Air from 

Grand Cayman, the next stop is the tranquil isle of 

Little Cayman.With a population of only 150, 
this ten-square miles of paradise is the 
place to go if you want to relax, bask in 

the sun, pamper yourself and get away 
“from it all. The consumate nature 
lovers can indulge themselves in var- 
3 ious above and below the water 
attractions...visit the Bobby Pond 
= Nature Reserve, which boasts the 
largest colony of red-footed boo- 
bies in the western hemisphere, 
sport fish for tarpon in the land 
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Sunset House 


Tel: 888-281-3826 e Fax: 345-949-7101 
E-mail: skindiver@sunsethouse.com 
Web: www.sunsethouse.com/sd.htm 


Dive right off shore, day or night, and see Sunset House’s 

beautiful 9-foot tall bronze mermaid. Her arms stretch out 

protecting Sunset Reef, making it one of the most talked 

about dive sites in the world today. Rebreathers and 
Nitrox are available. Take an all-day 3-tank trip or 
half-day 2-tank trips. Everything you need is here: 
Sunset Divers, Sea Harvest Restaurant, 
“My Bar” and Cathy Church’s Underwater Photo Centre. 


Cathy Church’s 
Underwater Photo 
Centre & Gallery 


At Sunset House Hotel P.O. Box 479, 
Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands 
Tel: (345) 949-7415 e Fax: (345) 949-9770 
E-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 
Web: www.cathychurch.com 
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The world’s best U/W photo centre. You'll love your photos 
taken during a fun afternoon U/W photo course, private class or 
famous week-long Super Course. Duty-free prices at the largest 


Brac Reef Beach Resort 


Tel; 800-594-6326 © Fax: 727-323-8827 


E-mail: bestdiving@reefseas.com 
Web: www.bracreef.com 


Great dive adventures await you at the award-winning Brac Reef Beach 
Resort. Discover the unbelievable wall diving of Cayman Brac and 
the Caribbean's only sunken Russian destroyer. Or find your own 

adventure at any of the Sister Island's countless unspoiled, uncrowded 

dive-sites from our custom dive boats. Plus our amenities like, 
Reef Diver's award winning dive operation, Ocean view rooms at our 
dedicated dive resort, pool, jacuzzi, and photo/video shop on premises 
will keep you coming back for more. 


Treasure Island Divers 


P.O. Box 30975 Grand Cayman, BWI 
Toll Free U.S. & Canada: (800) 872-7552 
Tel: (954) 351-8998 e Fax: (954) 351-9740 

Web: tidivers.com 
E-mail: tidivers@diveres.com 


Our divers will tell you why Treasure Island Divers instructors and 
crew are the best on the island. You choose the spot. We dive all 
four sides of the island—North, South, East and West! Unlimited dive 
packages year-round, great boats, great staff-- 
and giving you the best service is what we’re all about! 


U/W camera rental and sales department in the Caribbean. Check our 
website for lots more info including two FREE nights at Sunset House, 
E-6 and print film processing, affordable breathtaking prints in our gallery 


and online, and great photo tours to exotic destinations. C ‘AYMAN 
ISLANDS A 


Grand Cayman + Cayman Brae « Little Cayman 
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NG SCHOOL 


Cayman Diving School 


Tel: 345-949-4729 
E-mail: skindiver@caymandivingschool.com 
Web: www.caymandivingschoal.com 


It’s our 15th birthday and we have lots of fun planned for 2002! 
Cayman Diving School specializes in teaching - 
from introductory diving courses to instructor, 
recreational or technical @ we even have our own course director. 
Visit our brand new dive shop on 7 Mile Beach and 
let our dive staff show you the dive of your life! 
Check out our web site for monthly specials. 


Atitttitis 


SUBMARINES 
Cayman Islands 
Tel: 345-949-7760 
E-mail: atlantis@candw.ky 
Web: GoAtlantis.com/cayman 


Join us on an incredible voyage of discovery to depths of 1000 feet 
aboard the Atlantis Deep Explorer research submarines. 

Two passengers sit in front of a huge 3-foot diameter viewport that is 
your window into this rarely viewed world. Powerful lights illuminate 
the brilliant colours and bizarre shapes of the “spongebelt” at 
200 to 400 feet. Diving deeper, 650 to 1000 feet, you encounter 
enormous pinnacles that provide refuge to a 
host of unusual deep-sea creatures. 


Eden Rock Diving Centre 


Tel: (345) 949-7243 © Fax: (345) 949-0842 
E-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 
Web: www.edenrockdive.com 


We offer the best-valued diving package in the Cayman Island's. 
Combining small group diving on a big boat with the very 
best unlimited shore diving package. Eden Rock Diving Center is ide- 
ally situated a short swim from Eden Rock's and Devil's Grotto. 
Both outstanding reef systems are great for all levels of diving 
experience. Our friendly and professional staffs of instructors 
will ensure that you have a great vacation. 


Morritt’s Tortuga Club 
& Resort and Tortuga Divers 


Tel: 800-447-0305 
E-mail: reservations@morriti.com 
E-mail: tortugaad@candw.ky 


Experience Grand Cayman’s most spectacular diving while vacationing at the 

island’s premier resort located at East End. With the dive shop right 

on site, along with windsurf equipment, two pools, tennis court and 

David’s Restaurant, your may never leave the resort! Four night package 

includes: Accommodations in a one-bedroom unit with fully equipped 

kitchen; daily two-tank dive (3 days); sunset cruise; Tortuga Divers 

T-Shirt; 20% off a Nitrox Course; 20% off a waverunner ride. 
Prices from $599.00 pp/double occupancy (taxes incl.) 
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Little Cayman Beach Resort 


1-800-594-6697 
Tel: (727) 323-8727 ¢ Fax: (727) 323-8827 
E-mail: hestdiving@reetseas.com 
Web: www.littlecayman.com 


For sheer spectacle and excitement, Little Cayman's Bloody Bay Wall 
offers unsurpassed world-class diving adventure. For unsurpassed 
dive vacation accommodations Little Cayman Beach Resort is a world 
apart. Voted best dive resort, best dive operation, best restaurant, and 
best staff by our most important critics... our guests. Plus we offer 
Ocean view rooms, pool, jacuzzi, photo shop on premises and more... 
like the best boat diving in the Caribbean. Find out for yourself and 
call today. 
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Bob Soto’s Reef Divers 


P.O. Box 1801 GT e Grand Cayman, BWI 
Tel: 1-888-695-7400 « Fax: (345) 949-8731 
E-mail: hobsote1 @candw.ky 
Web: www. bobsotosdiving.com 


Nobody, simply nobody, dives with as much service friendliness, 
customer satisfaction and personal commitment to YOUR total 
vacation enjoyment as Bob Soto's Reef Divers. Special Treasure Island 
Resort Packages, Seaview and condos as low as $999 for a full 
week of accommodations, taxes, gratuities, great boat diving and 
unlimited shore diving. Instant confirmation on Air-Land-Dive, 
Land-Dive or Dive Only Packages and at great values. 
Forty-five years of taking your fun very seriously. 


Hands-on Fun at the Turtle Farm. 


locked brackish water pond 
at Tarpon Lake, or hike one 
of the many nature trails 
inland to discover the 
plethora of flora and fauna 
abounding on Little Cayman. 
Of course, you can also dive 
like the next Cousteau, bike 
around the island, kayak, or 
sail. No matter which way 
you go, you can look forward 
to a wonderful meal and 
relaxing evening at the end of 
your day. 

Mention Little Cayman to a 
group of experienced divers 
and their first thought is like- 
ly to be the four-mile long, 
incredibly sheer Bloody Bay 
Wall located on the island’s 
north side. At sites stretch- 
ing from Nancy’s Cup Of Tea 
to Joy’s Joy you look down 
and get the feeling that all 


that. is between you and the other side of this planet is water 
and the wall, with teeming marine life including turtles, eagle 
rays, schooling fish and magnificently colored coral formations. 
Locals are well aware that the island’s less publicized south 
side offers less pressured, pristine reefs, the wreck of the Soto 
Trader and frequent encounters with larger animals. 
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Cayman Brac, only a ten minute plane ride east of Little 
Cayman, is small and remote, but the diving is excellent and 
there is no lack of amenities. The spur and groove formations 
at the Brac are laced with ledges, crevices and overhangs that 
give the various sites their unique flavor. Schools of jacks as 
well as colorful snappers, grunts, angelfishes and squirrelfishes 
are regularly encountered. So are scorpionfish, brilliantly col- 
ored fairy basslets, tiger groupers, cudas, parrotfishes and but- 
terflyfishes. 

The bottom line is that several hundred of the Caribbean's 
approximately 750 species of fishes can be found here. That's a 
lot of reasons to visit the Brac before even mentioning inver- 
tebrates like arrow crabs, lobsters, flame scallops, brittle stars, 
nudibranchs, flamingo tongue snails and so many more. And if 
you want something different, you can explore the wreck of a 
Russian warship, the M.V. Captain Keith Tibbetts, a 330 foot 
long marine life magnet. 
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 
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On Cayman Brac you can hike to the Lighthouse, take 
a bike ride, explore caves and go bird watching at 
Westerly Ponds, one of 35 designated nature sites. 

As | think back on my first trip to the Cayman Islands | 
knew | was onto something good, but | had no idea how 
special these islands really are. In the 25 years since that 
trip | have seen a lot of the diving world, but the more 
places | see, the more | appreciate all that the Caymans 
Islands have to offer. 


Cayman Airways 


information and Reservations: 
1-800-G-CAYMAN 


With your first step into our 737-200 jet, you'll begin to 
experience the beauty and warmth of the Cayman Islands. 
As the national flag carrier, Cayman Airways offers 
convenient schedules from three U.S. gateways: 
Houston, Tampa, and Miami. 


www.caymanairways.com 


CAYMAN 
ISLANDS 


Grand Cayman » Cayman Brac « Little Cayman 
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 


GETTING THERE/GENERAL INFORMATION 


It’s hard to imagine a destination that offers dive travelers more than the Cayman Islands. Underwater there is incredible | a: 
diversity: colorful walls, shallow coral reefs, new and old wrecks, and friendly, photogenic marine life. Divers enjoy all of this [es 
in visibility that averages 75 to 100 feet and water temperatures from 79° to 83°F. ig 
Diving couldn’t be easier anywhere. The topside dive services are state of the art and just as diverse as the underwater 7% 
attractions. There is a dive operation to suit every need, every budget and every wish. 
The three islands are very different. Little Cayman and Cayman Brac are sparsely populated and quiet. Grand Cayman 
offers a little of everything. The capital of George Town has every modern amenity but 
there are quiet, laidback areas as well. 
While great dive destinations often require difficult travel, the Cayman Islands are easi- 
‘| ly reached-being just a little more than an hour’s (jet) flight away from Miami! The fol- § 
QO Py lowing is a list of carriers that provide air service to the islands: 
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Cayman Airways: Miami - Grand Cayman 
(Daily/Non-stop, with connections to Cayman Brac) 

Tampa - Grand Cayman (Non-stop) 

Houston - Grand Cayman (Non-stop) 

Island Air: Inter-island (Daily) 

American Airlines: Miami - Grand Cayman 
(Daily/Non-stop) 

Continental Airlines: Newark, NJ - Grand 

Cayman 
(Non-stop) 


Northwest Airlines: Detroit - Grand Cayman 
(Non-stop - Winter Only) 

US Airways: Philadelphia - Grand Cayman 
(Non-stop) 

Charlotte - Grand Cayman (Non-stop) 

Air Canada: Toronto - Grand Cayman 
(Non-stop)) 

Air Jamaica: Kingston - Grand Cayman 
(Daily/Non-stop) 

British Airways: Heathrow - Grand Cayman 


Grand Cayman 
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GRAND CAYMAN 
Ambassador Divers 
Aquanauts Ltd. 

Beach Club Divers 
Bob Soto's Diving Ltd. 
Capitol’s Surfside 
Capt. Marvin's 
Cayman Aggressor IV 
Cayman Diver 
Cayman Diving Lodge 
Cayman Diving School 
Cayman Glide Divers 
Cayman Marine Lab 
Celebrity Divers 

Clint Ebanks Scuba 
Dive ’n Stuff 

Dive Tech 

Dive Time Pirates Inn 
Divers Down 

Don Foster's 

Eden Rock Diving 
Fisheye of Cayman 
Neptune's Divers 
Ocean Frontiers 

Off The Wall Divers 
Ollen Miller 

Peter Milburn 

Quabo Dives 

Red Sail Sports 
Rivers Sport Divers 


(345) 949-8839 


(800) SUNNUTS 


(800) 482-3483 
(800) 262-7686 
(345) 949-7330 
(345) 945-4590 
(800) 348-2628 
(345) 945-4593 
(800) TLC-DIVE 
(345) 949-4729 
(345) 945-2711 
(345) 945-5586 
(345) 949-3410 
(345) 949-3873 
(345) 949-6033 
(345) 949-1700 
(345) 947-2339 
(345) 945-1611 
(800) 833-4837 
(345) 949-7243 
(800) 887-8569 
(345) 945-3990 
(800) 544-6576 
(345) 945-7525 
(345) 947-6606 
(345) 945-5770 
(345) 945-4769 
(877) 733-7245 
(345) 949-1181 


Scuba Sensations 
Seasports 

Seaview Dive Centre 
Seven Mile Watersports 
Soto's Cruises 

Spanish Bay Reef 
Sunset Divers 

Tortuga Divers Ltd. 
Treasure Island Divers 


Turtle Reef Divers/Divetech 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Brac Aquatics Ltd. 
Dive Tiara 

Reef Divers 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Conch Club Divers 
Little Cayman Diver II 
Paradise Divers 
Pirate’s Point 

Reef Divers 

Sam McCoy's 
Southern Cross Club 


Delta Air Lines: Atlanta - Grand Cayman 


(Daily/Non-stop) 


(800) 767-0445 
(345) 949-3965 
(345) 945-0577 
(345) 949-0332 
(345) 945-4576 
(800) 482-3483 
(800)854-4767 
(345) 947-2097 
(800)872-7552 
(345) 949-1700 


(800) 544-2722 
(800) 367-3484 
(800) 327-3835 


(345) 948-1026 
(800) 458-2722 
(345) 948-0001 
(345) 948-1010 
(800) 327-3835 
(800) 626-0496 
(800) 899-2582 


WATERSPORTS 


GRAND CAYMAN 

Abanks’ Watersports 
Atlantis Submarines 
Bayside Watersports 
Best Value Charters 


Black Princess Charters 


Capt. Alfonso’s 


(345) 945-1444 
(800) 887-8571 
(345) 949-3200 
(345) 949-1603 
(345) 949-0400 
(345) 949-1012 


Capt. Asley’s 

Capt. Bryan’s 

Capt. Crosby's 

Capt. Gleason Ebanks 
Capt. Marvin’s 

Capt. Ronald Ebanks 
Cayman Delight 
Cayman Mama 
Cayman Mermaid 
Cayman Skyriders 
Cayman Sunset 
Cayman Windsurf 
Charter Boat Haq. Ltd. 
Clinton’s Watersports 
Dallas Ebanks 

Diver's Supply 

Ernie Ebanks 
Fantasea Tours 
Frank's Watersports 
Gleason's Watersports 
Island Girl Charters 
Jackie’s Watersports 
Jolly Rogers Cruises 
Just Fish’n 

Kelly's Watersports 
Kirk Sea Tours, Ltd. 
Malcolm’s Watersports 
Oh Boy Charters 

One Day at a Time 
Peacemaker Charters 
Planet Ocean 

Red Baron 


(345) 949-0354 
(345) 949-0038 
(345) 945-4049 
(345) 945-2666 
(345) 945-4590 
(345) 947-3146 
(345) 949-8111 
(345) 916-1847 
(345) 949-8100 
(345) 945-5965 
(345) 949-3666 
(345) 947-7492 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-1016 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-7621 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-2182 
(345) 945-5491 
(345) 916-1502 
(345) 947-3029 
(345) 945-5791 
(345) 945-7245 
(345) 916-0113 
(345) 949-1193 
(345) 949-6986 
(345) 949-1323 
(345) 949-6341 
(345) 947-2244 
(345) 916-2478 
(345) 949-9423 
(345) 945-4744 


(Non-stop) 


Red Sail Sports 
Sailboards Caribbean 
Seaworld Explorer 
Stingray City 
Sundancer Cruises 
The Valhalla 

Wet & Wild 


Whittaker’s Sportfishing 


Xanax Sailing Cruises 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Capt. Edmund Bodden 
Capt. Lemuel Bodden 
Capt. Steve Bodden 
Shelby’s Charter Boat 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Capt. Frankie Bodden 
Chip McCoy's 


(345) 949-8745 


(345) 949-1068 
(345) 949-8534 
(345) 949-9200 
(345) 945-1726 
(345) 949-8988 
(345) 949-9180 
(345) 916-0944 
(345) 949-1186 


(345) 948-1228 
(345) 948-1314 
(345) 948-2517 
(345) 948-0535 


(345) 948-1428 
(345) 948-0026 


U/W Photo & VIDEO 


GRAND CAYMAN 
Caribbean Producer Service 


Cathy Church 
Fisheye of Cayman 


Parrots Landing Photo Ctr 
Red Sail Sports Photo/Video Ctr 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Ed Beaty’s Reef Photo 
Photo Tiara 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Ed Beaty’'s Reef Photo 


CAYMAN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM 
(800) 346-3313 «© www.divecayman.ky 


GRAND CAYMAN 345-949-0623 * CHICAGO 847-678-6446 « 


HOUSTON 713-461-1317 * MIAMI 305-266-2300 * NEW YORK 212-682-5582 
CANADA 416-485-1550 * GERMANY 49-69-60-320-94 
UNITED KINGDOM 44-207-491-7771 
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(345) 949-6844 
(345) 949-7415 
(800) 887-8569 
(800) 448-0428 

(345) 949-8745 


(345) 948-1340 
(345) 948-1553 


(345) 948-1063 


CAYMAN 
ISLANDS 


Grand Cayman ¢ Cayman Brac « 


Little Cayman 








Welcome to the Diver's 
Library, where each 


month we bring you the 


BY RYAN ALLEN 


latest in diving media. 


THAT IMAGE. YOU CAN’T GET 
past it without seeking expla- 
nation. A Bottlenose Dolphin 
smiling at a human baby, 
underwater, all alone. And 
that’s it. But it’s the apparent 
simplicity that invites curiosi- 
ty, then beckons for answers to the 
how, when, where and why. 


DIVER SLIBRARY 


{ Irn yn) the face of the waters 





In his collection of more than 200 
images, Upon the Face of the Waters, 
Donald Tipton reveals himself to be 
a richly talented photog- 
rapher, above and below 
the surface of the shim- 
mering blue, with a true 
eye for capturing images 
of beauty in motion. 
Perhaps his success stems 
from an innate sense of 
timing, the honing of his 
craft or, maybe, it’s luck 
pressing the trigger on his 
camera. I’m guessing it’s 
a combination, but in the 
end, the resulting images 
are stunning. 

Tipton’s first love was classical 
music; he majored in music and fine 
arts at the University of Georgia. But 
more than 12 years ago, he discovered 
scuba diving, which took his artistic 
nature in a new direction—down, into 
the deep. His passion for that which 
delights the sense of sound, graceful- 


ly drifts into his photography, aimed 
at the sense of sight: the crescendo of 
a majestic sunset, a chorus of sea 
anemones in rhythm with the current, 
the boom of a baby Humpback 
Whale, and the quiet, intricate inner- 
workings of 
a Moon 
Jellyfish. In 
each image, 
we are awed 


Upon the Face 
of the Waters 
by Donald Tipton 


Circle Books, Dive 
International Publishing, 


uae pe (706) 563-9655, 

Tet Npee www.Donaldtiptonphoto.com 
Iimmensit ry. 

of nature. 


Some pictures are defined by color 
and clarity, others by gritty texture 
and a depth that travels beyond the 
three-dimensional. His images also 
give divers something to aspire to— 
those encounters that one mulls over 
throughout a sleepless night prior to a 
much anticipated dive. 

And in the back of the book, there 
is a section titled “About the 
Photographs,” in which ‘Tipton 
shares a little about each photo— 
where it was taken and often his 
thoughts about the moment and/or 
the subject. For instance, how a group 
of California Sea Lions decided to 
play a game of tag, designating 
Tipton as “it.” As for the baby with 
the dolphin, well, you'll just have to 
speculate until youw’re compelled to 





find out for yourself. 
To learn more about the photographer, 
visit his website: www.donaldtipton.com. 


For information on how to submit a 
product for review in Diver’s 


Library, contact Ryan Allen at 
allenr@primediacmme.com. 
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Roatan * Bay Islands 
Honduras 


7 Night all-inclusive 
“romance” packages from 
$1,995* per couple 


Complete dive or snorkel packages 
featuring upgraded accommodations, 
dolphin program & video, plus more! 


For the perfect honeymoon or 
romantic geteaay er 
800.227.3483 + 954.929.0090 
akr@anthonyskey.com 


anthonyskey.com 


“Rate is per couple for a 7 night dive or snorkel 
package. 16% hotel tax not included. 

Valid for travel January 1-31, May, August, 
September, October, November 1-23, 2002. 
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DL Vincent is an idyllic island way dnwn the windward-chain in the Garibbean. She is one of the few great diving destinations in 
the world where you will seldom see another dive boat near your dive site. She is a dramatically scenic island, lush with waterfalls, 
rain forests and basaltic headlands. In the shadow of the now dormant Soufrier Volcano to the north, you can still see rare endemic 
DL Vincent parrots as you make your way to the refreshing Falls of Baliene. This is an island lost in time, undiscovered, both above 
and below the surrounding sapphire-colored sea. 

dust south of stVincent is a group of tiny islands under her jurisdiction, but very dissimilar in appearance. These 3 are the 
Grenadines. they are largely limestone with sugary white sand beaches and tall windswept palms that arch out over crystal-clear 
Caribbean waters. These islands are famous among the yachting crowd and contain impressive ae 
oroperties that are second or third homes to royalty, celebrities and rock stars from around the world, UY GLAY WISEMAN 
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PHOTO: CLAY WISEMAN 










Long rivers of Creolefish course through 
St. Vincent’s waters as if on their way to a — 
secret congregation of reef creatures. 
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e reefs beneath the surface of the 
waters of the Grenadines were a mys- 
setery to me. I postulated that they might 
rival the spectacle that I had discovered 
on previous trips to the fringing reefs of 
St. Vincent, just 20 nau- 
tical miles to the north. 
To find out, my wife and 
I organized an adventure 
to revisit the marine 
wonders of St. Vincent, 
and to sail, dive and 
explore the mysteries of 
the reefs of the Tobago 
Cayes Marine Park in the 
heart of the Grenadines. 

We arrived in St. 


Vincent in the low sum- : 

mer season. Early August finds the 
many flamboyant trees of St. Vincent 
radiant with red blossoms that contrast 
pleasingly with the dense green 


of the most spectacular in 


Sparring Bluethroated 
Pikeblennies. 


canopies. The clouds were puffy and 
impossibly white against blue skies that 
mirrored the Caribbean waters. An 
afternoon shower, over in less than 45 
minutes, signified that this was the 
“rainy season.” A small 
covered ferry was waiting 
dockside to carry us the 
990 feet across the chan- 
nel to Young Island 
Resort. We were wel- 
comed warmly by Young 
Island staff who served 
up cold complimentary 
rum punches,’ while 
insisting we not be 
allowed to carry our sub- 
: stantial dive bags as we 
were shown to our private hillside cot- 
tages. These charming cottages over- 
looked the sailboat anchorage harboring 
the three 50-foot sailing vessels that 
later in the week would carry us 
south to explore the waters of 
the Tobago Cayes. 

Early the next morning, we 
began our diving adventure in St. 
Vincent. Amazingly, I found these 
dives to be even more stunning 
than I remember from my last trip 
here. St. Vincent’s coral reefs are 
unlike any that I have explored in 
my many years of diving in the 
Caribbean. These reefs are set 
atop volcanic ledges and are sepa- 
rated by expanses of course salt 
and pepper sand composed of 
crushed coral, shell and basaltic 


the Caribbean. Above: Quiet 


Se . anchorages off Young Island 
lure sailors to St. Vincent 
in droves. 


rock. Bundled on these ledges are 
a plethora of healthy hard coral. 
Enormous brain and star corals, 
and castle-like pillar corals form a 
dramatic fringing reef in which 
every polyp is intact and where 
competition for space is intense. 
These hard corals blanket the 
basaltic ledges that drop dramati- 
cally from saddle-like crests at 20 
feet, on down to 100 feet before 
hitting the slope. 

The shallows are also alive 
with countless soft coral 
plumes that sway in the gentle 
swell, sweeping the nutrient- 
rich waters. Using the plumes 
for cover are squadrons of reef 
squids, colorful, curious and 
crafty. I counted 28 of these 
jet-propelled cephalopods on 
one of my dives. At some sites, 
the shallow slope is completely 
covered by small finger corals, 
every finger in the field healthy 
and resplendent. 

When the current is running, as is 
often the case, St. Vincent’s reefs are 
swarming with schools of small and 
colorful Brown Chromis. On many of 
St. Vincent’s dive sites these chromis 
obscure the reef in numbers that rival 
the most prolific Indo-Pacific sites. 

In St. Vincent, schools of big-eyed sol- 
dierfish, skittish yet cohesive, form mer- 
curial groupings atop the ledges. And 
here, the lovely Fairy Basslets, Blackcap 
Basslets and several species of butterfly- 


The Sail-Away Group's ship's Log: 


Day 1: St. Vincent to Mustique. Vessel Su/a under Capt. Ballentine. 
The crossing is 18 nautical miles. We are making 8 knots on a starboard tack. Mustique 


is shining in the distance. We are hoping to make Basil's Bar for sunset. Basil's is the place 


to see and be seen in Mustique. 


Fish on! | am manning the fishing reel. The 12-pound tuna vibrates, cerulean, just below 
the surface as | reel him in. Captain shouts, “Winch her in, mon!” Fresh dinner. 

The energy and the attentiveness associated with sailing was exciting...course, headings, 
jibing and tacking keep me on my toes. Sailing is a little bit like diving in that a little effort 
and some attentiveness can deliver you to magical places. 

The group is involved in animated conversation. The topics are varied and ridiculous, silly 


and out of control...Mick, Jerry, blondes, sashimi, wasabi in the tube vs. powdered, beating 
the other boat there, accounts of cannibalism (amongst shipwrecked sailors), Pringles, 
hydrogenated oils and the secret chemicals in Diet Coke that make you fat. Among us there 
is no need for particularly clever conversation...we just enjoy the sound of each other's 
laughter. As the day eases into dusk we sail into the anchorage at Mustique. 

We snorkel the shallow reefs and follow the flying gurnards across the sandy sea bed 
where the anchors are dug deep and safe. As sunset approaches we force ourselves from the 
sea for a quick back deck shower before happy hour at Basil’s. 

Sunset is fabulous. 





PHOTOS (TOP TO BOTTOM): CLAY WISEMAN, FRED GARTH, KIMBERLY RICHEY. OPPOSITE PAGE: CLAY WISEMAN 














behaviors that encountering them defines 

“otherworldly” experience. 

The reefs of the sites Steps, Orca 
Point, New Guinea Reef, Han’s Reef 
and the creatures of Critter Corner 
were in vast and colorful profusion. 
While I guided our diving friends to 


better underwater photography and 
videography, Bill Tewes of Dive St. 
Vincent and his staff guided each dive 
buddy on remarkable underwater tours. 
Our group soon discovered the swarms 
of reef fish, seahorses, frogfish and the 
other colorful creatures that St. Vincent 
abounds in. Every surface interval was 
filled with happy discussions, compar- 


isons, descriptions and excitement. We 
relived the dives during these intervals 
and the comradery made our diving 
experiences momentous. We took turns 
telling the same old bad jokes and 
everyone laughed whole-heartedly. ‘The 
tonic, comprised of paradise, good 
friends and great diving, worked its 
therapeutic magic upon us. 

As the week’s adventure ended in St. 
Vincent, we prepared to set sail for the 
Tobago Cayes. Young Island’s sailing 
yachts were stocked with all the neces- 
sary livations and, of course, with our 
small mountain of dive and underwater 
photo gear. 





Skin Diver e OL. Vincent & the Grenadines 


S oe “ GETTING THERE: There are no international flights into St. Vincent. Travelers must fly into a nearby 
i re island and take a prop-plane connecting flight from there. There is a $20 XCD departure tax from St. Vincent. 
: FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year-round, though January to May is the peak season. 
Topside Climate: january to May is the dry season. July is the wettest month. Avg. temp. 78° 
Water Temperature: Averages 80°F. Exchange Rate: $1.00 US = 2.70 XCD 
Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time. 
LIVE-ABOARDS: Dive Fantasea (784) 457-5560 www.divefantasea.com | 
RESORTS & DIVE OPERATORS: City Seahorse, Inc. (Underwater Photo tour) (214) 691 
www.dive-st-vincent-scuba-diving.com * Dive Bequia (784) 458-3504 www.dive-bequia.com * Dive : 
(784) 457-4928 www.divestvincent.com ° Wallilabou Dive Experience (784) 456-0335 walldivexo@ 
mail.com * Grenadines Dive (784) 458-8138 gdive@caribsurf.com * 
Lagoon Marina & Hotel (784) 458-4308 www.lagoonmarina.com * 
Sunset Shores Hotel (784) 458-4411 sunshore@ caribsurf.com 
° Young Island Resort (784) 458-4826 
www. youngisland.com 
RESOURCES: St Vincent and the Grenadines 
Department of Tourism www.svgtourism.com or 
www.scubasvg.com (for diving) ° Lonely Planet 
Guide to St. Vincent and the Grenadines www.lonely- 
planet.com ° Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


“Although most famous for its macro life, 
St. Vincent & the Grenadines has some 
inspiring reef Scenics to match. 


fish are also in great profusion. And while 
groupers and other large reef fish are not 
common on St. Vincent’s reefs, several 
marine species that are extremely rare 
elsewhere in the world are frequently 
found here. Frogfish, seahorses and 
rare blennies are present in numbers 
that make the marine enthusiast and 
underwater photographer swoon. 
These creatures are marine oddities; 
cryptically colored species so highly 
evolved and demonstrating such curious 


Petit St. Vincent =z 5 
Carriacou Petit Martinique 





Day 2: Mustique to Tobago Cayes. 
As we approached Tobago Cayes, it struck me as one of the most scenic trop- 





coral heads, Azure Vase Sponges and bright Orange Elephant Ear Sponges. 
In the shallows, a school of Creole Wrasse, several hundred strong, moved 





ical island vistas | had ever seen. Twenty to 30 sailboats were anchored just 
inside the protection of the barrier reef, where the lazy swell dissipated. The 
water was crystal clear. Anxiously, we donned snorkel gear and began our explo- 
rations inside the barrier reef. Impressive. 

The reef here ts pristine and healthy. Between the gigantic brain coral heads 
and swaying purple sea fans, sunlight 
dances over the white sand bottom. 

We head back to the sailboats to dis- 
cover that the dive boat from Grenadines 
Dive had tied up alongside. The dive 
operation, owned by Union Islander 
: Glenroy Adams, was ready for our after- 
+ noon dives. 

Mayreau Gardens: | finned along on 
a shallow lush coral garden that gently 
Sloped downward from 30 to 60 feet. 
Because of the expected current, we 
did a drift dive with a gentle current 
that slowly swept us along past large 


Ahigh angle onthe 
group’s home bases of ~ 
exploration. 








between my dive buddy and me. A little farther down toward the center of the 
channel, | spotted a big Black Grouper. Here, the larger groupers are in 
abundance. They are protected as part of the Iobago Cayes Marine Park dic- 
tum. Farther along, | spotted a big Southern Stingray then a beefy Blacktip 
Reef Shark. | 

Later, we explored the wreck of the Purin/ in 20 to 40 feet of water. She was 
an old German gunboat sunk in World War |. All parts of the wreck had become 
encrusted with colorful sponges, making the various surfaces—bulkheads, 
hull, deck and rails—look much like an artist's palette of color. 

Day 3: Capt. Vibes is at the wheel. 

We are on a close reach. The wind is 15 knots out of the east and we are 
making a respectable 9 knots heading for Bequia. The dive group is singing an 
extremely bad rendition of “The Brady Bunch.” Seamlessly, they move through 
a disturbing medley of theme songs from '80s sitcoms. 

For me it is a bittersweet morning. Though the dive gang Is in an impossi- 
bly good mood, our time here is closing. Still, the breeze and the billowing sails 
cheer me up and remind me that we have discovered a special place here in St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines. 

Up comes the jib! Pull in on that line and make it fast. We are headed home. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY GREG JOHNSTON 
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. _# susan lets the river embrace her at the base of the 
*..+ Falls of-Baleine’in St. Vincent. Her Camaro 


‘ Neoprene Suit keeps the rough edges of the rocks at 
~ bay. Contact: Camaro, www.camaro.at OR e-mail in 
the U:S.: customerservice@sierratradingpost.com. 
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Why are Jason and Marie smiling? 
Perhaps it’s the great fit of their new 
Harvey's Kobalt Titanium Wetsuits. Or 
the so 
Bay. 
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Suit. Contact: Dive 
(817) 569-9669, www.dive 


: Shana daydreams in a Sea 
ams Scuba°Goddess suit on 
blissful Palm-Istand, in the southern 
Grenadines. Contact: Sea Dreams, 
(949) 338-0748, 
Www,seadreamswetsuits.com. 


g Sponsored py St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
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Susan finds a secluded shower 
among the bougainvilleas to wash 

the salt off her Cressi MED Wetsuit 
at Petit Byahaut Resort on St. 
Vincent's west coast. Contact: 

Cressi, (800) 338-9143, 
www.Cressi-sub. it. 

Opposite page: Ah, the sun, the sea, 
the hot rocks. It's all good for Shand 
and her colorful 9000 Series Lycra 


Diveskin. Contact: Diveskin, (800). _ 


827-DIVE, www.diveskins.com. 


; 


Ra 
: 


i 








SKIN DIVER FEBRUARY 2002 55 


’ = ~~ 
a aay ¥ = 5 
By tat t, , : 














Susan's Dacor Thermelle 3/2 
comes in handy in the chilly waters 
below the Falls of Baleine in St. 











oa ae Vincent. Contact: Dacor, (203) 852- 
: | 7079, www.divedacor.com. 
4 ; Above: Jason and Holly in Beuchat 
Bs, Alize 3.5 mm suits on board a 
. : Sunset Yacht Charters bareboat. 
: - Contact: Beuchat, (305) 548-3483, 
B : www.beuchatdiving.com. 
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 Ooeanic, (510) 562-0500, 
—_-Wiwwoceanicworidwide.com, 
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YouTarzan. Me Jane. Shana emerges 
from the thik forest of St. Vincent in 
her Jungie/Cat Slide Back Tank suit 
trom Solar Tan-Thru Suits. Contact: 
Solar Taff, (888) TAN-THRU, 

www. $@lartanthru.com. 
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Jasomand Holly contemplate deep 
thought$ in OceanArt Wetsuits 
along the volcanic beach at St. 

~. Vincent's Petit Byahaut Bay. 

f%AContact: OceanArt, (303) 972- 

Pr» 8691, www.pacificocyan.com. 




























Looking stylish in her Seaquest2mm = ae — = —— —— 
Shortie wetsuit, Holly scans the horizon for — Re ee | eer : 








dolphins, whales or perhaps her knight in — Be ; = = Se 
shining neoprene. Contact: Seaquest, = 


(800) 854-7066, www.sea-quest.com. 
Below: Susan's happy just hanging around 
in a Polypro Tank Swimsuit by Divegear 
USA, waiting for Captain Bill to take her 
diving. Contact: Divegear USA, (877) DIV- ©. aa 
GEAR, www.divegearusa.com. 





Marie strides to the dive boat in a 
Reactor Spring Suit by O'Neill on 
the dock of Petit Byahaut Resort. 


Contact: O'Neill, (800) 538-0764, 
WWW.Onelll’come 
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‘ 
Susan likes to guard her St. Vincent cave 


dwelling in a Body Glove Bad Girl Bikini. Don't 


we all? Contact: Body Glove, (310) 374-3441, 
www.bodyglovegirl.com. 





Shana's showering in her Scubapro 
_ Pacifio Shorty wetsuit in the majestic 
‘veil of the Falls of Baleine on the 

ry “northwestern shores of St. Vincent. 
Contact: Scubapro, (619) 402-1023, 
‘www.scubapro.com. 
Opposite Page, top to bottom: Susan 
swings to the tropical rhythm: in her 
Mares Riviera Shortie at Princess 
Margaret on the island of Bequia. 
Contact: Mares, (203) 855-0631, 
Www.mares.com. . i 
SIEIE goes spelunking in the caves on 
the island of Bequia while’dressed in a 
Parkway T1 Series Titanium. Full Suit. 
Contact: Parkway Scuba, (800) 58/- 
2822, WWW. parkwayscuba. com. ° 





Spach by St. Vincent and the Grenadines 


2 




















It takes a Herculean effort to pull off a 10-person magazine 


photo shoot in the tropics. Oh, it's a nice job for sure. But you can 
work up a mighty sweat hauling more than JO bags weighing 
+. ) Yr % ; | P close to 1,000 pounds from Los Angeles to St. 

a: “Ve ae. ee Se Pa © Vincent, especially when you land just 13 

| re ‘fi » : ny . a : ee So: ZN degrees north of the equator. It was one thing 

ob oe & e 1 Ve «BN BL re fig ce Sat a to get the gear on the airplane, then there 
| 





was unloading and loading everything through 


“ .% oR OS Nie. rae | customs, shoving it all onto a mini bus, and 
—. ate to ONY 2. ae yi yoga finally, after a tong day of flying, unloading 
| “ee N . . o Ne a ae hy eRe and hauling it onto a ferry boat to the hotel. 
.. Fee eee The bags seemed to multiply like bunnies. 
te ‘t *,' rapt i: vy Besides lugging gear halfway around the 
 * ake 7 me i’ (5. =" — world, there are hotel rooms to secure, flights to book, sched- 
' / “24 ules to coordinate. And try feeding a hard-working group of 10 
folks. Don't be fooled, skinny models can eat plenty. 
The effort turned out to be well worth it, and the Skin Diver 
Staff would like to thank everyone involved for their hard work 
and dedication. Gur sincerest gratitude goes out to the following 
people and companies who made this all possible: Vera Ann 
Brereton |St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Director of Tourism], 
. Hyacinth Philips (Marketing Manager, Dept. of Tourism, Vidal 
oll a <» Browne and dacqui Dllivierre [Young Island Resort), Bill Tewes 
, and Jackie Samuel [Dive St. Vincent|, Glenroy Adams {Grenadines 
Dive], Bob Sachs (Dive Bequiaj, Sunsail Yacht Charters, British 
West Indies Airlines and LIAT Airlines. 

. And a big thanks to Alex and Tyrone, our bartenders at Young 
| (i Island Resort, and O.d. and Larry, our intrepid Dive St. Vincent 
| ¥ boat drivers who braved the wind, waves and finicky models to 
do their job. Thanks all! —fred 0. Garth 
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St. Vincent and J he Gsrenadines 


e-mail: svgtony@aol.com -e-mail:tourism@canibsurf.com - 800-727-1726 


St. Vincent 


Hidden within mod of us as the fantasy of someday discovernng an uncharted island 
surrounded by clear waters unspoiled by man and hi industries 
An island where fruits flowers birds and fish abeund 


all ina climate of absolute pertertion 


Reservations » 1600 223 Ue 


{mail reservations? youre and <em 


www.youngisland.com 


St. Vincent 
Bill Tewes 
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“The Critter Capital of the Caribbean” its 


0, Box 364 

$t. Vincent, West Indies 

main office: 184-451-4718 

dive shop: 184-451-4114 

fax: 184-457-4948 « VHF 16/68 


email: billls@DivestVincent.com * web:  www.DivestVincent.com 





' WWW.SVgtourism.com 




















Over 20 years 
of excellence, 
making diving 
safe and fun. 





Dive Bequia is still headed 
by Bob Sachs who opened 
the shop back in 1984. 


Our award-winning staff are 
dedicated to making your 
dive the best. 

Need to learn? 

We have trained 
hundreds of 
safe divers. 











Our custom-built, 
diesel driven boats set 
the standard for 
comfort and safety. 


P.O. Box 199, Bequia, 
St. Vincent & 
the Grenadines 







e-mail: 

bobsax@caribsurf.com 
Tel: 784-458-3504 
Fax: 784-458-3886 


Dive-bequia.com 
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DIVERS WANTED 





www.sunsethouse.com/sd.html 

April 1, 2002 — December 21, 2002: 10% off 
diving and accommodations, not valid with 
any other special. 


Tobacco Caye Diving 

Serving: Belize 

(501) 14-9907 / www.tobaccocayediving.com 
January 1, 2002 — December 31, 2002: 
10% off all packages booked online and a 
free bottle of rum or T-shirt if they mention 
Skin Diver. 


Traders Ridge Resort 

Serving: Yap, Micronesia 

(877) 657-4695 / www.tradersridge.com 

November 7, 2001 — December 31, 2002: 10% dis- 
count on rooms. 


Trip-N-Tour 

Serving: Multiple destinations 

(800) 348-0842 / www.trip-n-tour.com 

Now thru December, 2002: $200 discount on any 
dive vacation when booked through local dive store. 
*Dive vacation includes air and land. 


Underwater Safaris 

Serving: BVI 

(800) 537-7032 

www.underwatersafaris.com 

November 15, 2001 — June 1, 2002: 10% off all diving 
and training programs. 


Vatulele Island Resort 

Serving: Fiji 

(800) 828-9146 / www.vatulele.com 

January 5, 2002 — March 31, 2002: Pay for 7 nights 
and receive 3 nights free. 


Viva Undersea Adventures 

Serving: Bahamas, Mexico, Dominican Republic 
(800) 327-8150 
www.nealwatson.com/vivadiving.html 

November 15, 2001 — July 1, 2002: 10% discount on 
dive packages booked directly with Undersea 
Adventures. 


Walkers Cay Undersea Adventures 

Serving: Bahamas 

(800) 327-8150 

www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm| 

November 15, 2001 —July 1, 2002: 10% discount on 
dive packages booked directly with Undersea 
Adventures. 


Windjammer Barefoot Cruises 

serving: Multiple destinations 

(800) 672-6453 / www.windjammer.com 

April through mid-December, 2002: 15% discount 
on cruises only. When calling mention this dis- 
count to agent. “Excludes special sailings and 
other discounts. 


Xanadu Undersea Adventures 

serving: Bahamas 

(800) 327-8150 / www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm| 
November 15, 2001 —July 1, 2002: 10% discount on 
dive packages booked directly with Undersea 
Adventures. = 


0149344 











Come Dive With Us on 
Seychelles Premier Liveaboard 


e 3-14 Night Adventures 

Se  iitney. 

Se \elole)gomJeluloM a (=)ninele(-meyin= 

e Inner & Outer Island Expeditions 


Tae l(olam@ca=olam ab 4e)(e)-13 


(@)=>dellele-imaelaa 
TabielG) (@) ab cellole=lmae)ae 
1-888-437-8456 +1 352 401 5A78 
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Living the 


Cousteau 
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FROM BEHIND THE TINTED GLASS OF THE WHEEL HOUSE WE SURVEY OUR LABORATORY, THE OPEN SEA. OUR SUPPORT SHIP 
is a high-tech, 120-foot-long steel palace with twin dinghies, full-on gas blending, satellite communications, 
complete photo lab and a comforting stock of red and white wines. Our divers are decked out in stealthy 
rebreathers, allowing 75- to 90-minute profiles with little or no deco. Every night, while we feast on the chef’s 
masterful cuisine, diving stories ooze out like warm honey. After a sweet aperitif, we sink into soft couches 
to review the day’s digital footage. Suddenly, it’s all clear to me. For the next week or so, I’m Jacques-friggin’- 
Cousteau. We all are. Sure, maybe we’re not commanding the Calypso, but our live-aboard dive boat is as 
close as it gets, without the persistent smell of sweaty Frenchmen. 

That’s what the live-aboard experience is all abd@ut really—adults playing Cousteau. We're reliving those 
amazing expeditions that transfixed us as kids. / A BY FRED D. GARTH 


| 




































Sometimes when I’m on a live-aboard trip, my 
thoughts play in a French dialect, and I get the thrill 
chills. I thank Jacques for opening the door and 
some ambitious divers for building these floating 
hotels. Then I strap on another tank, hit the reef 
and wonder what’s cooking for dinner. Ah, 
the hardships of life at sea. 

To appreciate modern live-aboards we 
have to trace their rather brief history. 
Most folks agree that the first true live- 
aboard was the Highlander, operated in 
the Northern Bahamas by Skeet 
LaChance back in the 1970s. Of 
course, it was just 65 feet long, 
took eight hardy divers and was 
primitive compared to today’s 


spend a few nights on, but they were a half-step away from 
camping. No private cabins with heads, bunks separated by 
canvas curtains, one shower for the whole grimy crowd and 
all-vou-could-eat Vienna sausages. 
But thanks to some innovative thinking and a dismal off- 
shore oil business, all that changed in 1984. The story 
unfolded in Grand Cayman, when dive instructors Wayne 
Hasson and Anne Davis hooked up with Paul and Jill 
Haines, a Morgan City, LA, couple who had a shipyard 
full of out-of-work crew boats. ‘The oil industry was in 
a nose dive, and the boats were sitting dormant waiting 
for a good idea. So these divers put their heads 
together, got a few welders busy, and the original 
Cayman Aggressor opened for business. The next 
year, the Cayman Aggressor [ hit, then the Belize 
Aggressor, and now there are 13 of them scattered 
boats. Then in the mid-’70s, in the world’s best diving hot spots. 
Bret Gilliam had the 80-foot | Mata I made it to Cayman in 1985 to spend a few 
Virgin Diver in St. Croix, ee eM eweme cays with Anne and Wayne, and check out 
and up until the early * | oat 6s their deal. After my previous live-aboard 
1980s, Paul Humann experience, even [| quickly saw that the 
ran the Cayman Diver. Cayman Aggressor was a slight upgrade— 
These boats had like going from a pogo stick to a stretch 
enough girth to limo. I fell im love instantly, and my affec- 
tion has grown stronger ever since. 
One night we anchored in the North 
Sound, when that place was still just 


\ \ he mee North Sound. Now, it’s a giant circus 

AMY : SSeS (called Stingray City. The next morning 
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I sipped my coffee and marveled at the 
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“=“(fién-dubbed “love boats,” sailing 
live-aboards combine ultimate diving 
_ see adventure with the romance of the wind. 


Ma Lo SKIN DIVER FEBRUARY 2002 67 


me 
RE ae 








water clarity, I watched a hermit crab 
amble along in 12 feet of water. Wayne 
had mentioned that a group of Southern 
Stingrays had been coming around and 
were friendly enough to hand-feed. 
Sounded cool enough. After breakfast, we 
geared up and watched a few dark UFOs 
hovering under the transom. We got wet 
and for several hours had stingrays all 
over us. We rubbed some fish in my wife’s 
hair and the rays would land on her head 
like a huge floppy hat. Made for a great 
photo, but I vowed never to invest in fish- 
scented shampoo. We rubbed their soft 
bellies and had the time of our lives. By 
mid-morning, a couple of other boats had 
made it out for the fun. Only a handful of 
folks, mostly fishermen, knew about this 
ray playground at the time. 

For the next few days we anchored 
on Cayman’s finest dive sites and dived 
them till we were waterlogged. We 
were doing six dives a day without the 
strain of schlepping our gear around a 
resort. It was stunning and I was hope- 
lessly hooked. 

In just seven or eight years, by the 
mid-1990s, more than 150 live-aboards 
were in service in just about every corner 
of the planet. The supply and demand 
was growing at breakneck speed. 

Competing side by side with the 
Aggressor Fleet was respected dive 
leader Peter Hughes, who jumped into 
the live-aboard frenzy with both fins. 

Peter had built a successful land-based 
resort business in Bonaire and had 
expanded it to several other Caribbean 
properties. In 1987, he helped launch the 
Sea Dancer in the Turks and Caicos. 
Then came the Wave Dancer in Belize in 
1992, the Sun Dancer in Palau in 1994, 


Samat 
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and he still dances today. 

The Dancer and Aggressor boats 
were virtually identical (both conceived 
from oil-industry crew boats), but 
Peter set the bar up a notch. Instead of 


For divers, it was a great battle. 


As the competition grew stronger, 


all the boats got bigger, better 
and cushier. Chocolates on the 
pillows, beds turned down at 
night, hot tubs, big screen TVs, 
the whole lap of luxury thing was 
happening at warp speed. 


buffet lines, he offered sit down dining 
with tablecloths and cloth napkins. He 
put bathrobes in the cabins and focused 
on serious pampering. He also made his 
boats bigger. 

For divers, it was a great battle. As the 
competition grew stronger, all the boats 
got bigger, better and cushier. Chocolates 
on the pillows, beds turned down at night, 
hot tubs, big screen TVs, the whole lap of 
luxury thing was happening at warp 
speed. When one line added nitrox, the 
competition followed suit. One offered 
e-mail, the other did the same. Today, 
there are eight Dancer boats from Papau 
New Guinea to the Turks and Caicos. In 
several destinations you'll find both a 
Dancer and an Aggressor from which to 
choose, such as the Galapagos, Palau, 
Belize, and Turks and Caicos. There still 
remains some subtle differences between 
Dancers and Aggressors, but as I tell folks 
who recklessly ask my opinion, they both 
offer excellent service, diving and accom- 


modations. It’s like choosing 
between a Hyatt and a Hilton. 
It’s hard to make a wrong 
turn with either one. 

You’d think from reading 
my little manifesto here that 
the top-notch Aggressor and 
Dancer boats are the only 
choice. Not so, Tonto. There 
are numerous operators who 
run one or two boats and have 
track records as pearly as 
Colin Powell’s military cre- 
dentials. In fact, live-aboards 
consistently picked by divers 
as top class are the Sea Hunter 
and Undersea Hunter, both of 
which visit Cocos Island, 
Costa Rica; the FeBrina in 
Papau New Guinea; the 
Nava in Fiyi; the Truk 
Odyssey in Truk Lagoon; and 
the Solmar V, which exclu- 
sively explores the wilds of 
the Socorros in addition to its 
Sea of Cortez itinerary. All 
these boats take you to places 
and on adventures only acces- 
sible by live-aboards, and 
only experienced by those 
who want to dive their brains 
out in the most intense waters 
on earth. Since 1996, I’ve 
personally taken five charters 
on the Sea Hunter, and it’s a 
dynamo. Built specifically for the long 
crossing and potentially rough seas at 
Coco Island, the Sea Hunter is part of a 
new breed. Which brings us to the cats. 

In 1990, a new Aggressor went to the 
Kona Coast of the Big Island of Hawaii. 
And so began the age of the double- 
hulled Aggressors. These 80-foot catama- 


PHOTOS, FROM FAR LEFT. CHRIS NEWBERT AND BIRGITTE WILMS, SHIRLEY VANDERBILT. OPPOSITE PAGE: CLOCKWISE FROM 


TOP LEFT. CASEY MAHANEY AND ASTRID WITTE, DAVID FLEETHAM, COURTESY OF SEA HUNTER, COURTESY OF TAKA. 
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Above: The Sua Dancer resting in 
a Palau alcove. Above inset: I've 
died and gone to hog heaven. 
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rans were built in a shipyard in 
Alaska from scratch. The two key 
advantages were that it was super wide 
and very stable. They’ve subsequently 
spread Kona’s success to two more desti- 
nations, Fiji and Palau. All three cats 
reduce the swaying associated with boat- 
ing and have lots of room to stretch out. 
Of course, they were not the first 
multi-hulled live-aboards. Mike Ball in 
Australia introduced big cats with the 
Spoil Sport. He’s since added the 
Paradise Sport and both monster cata- 
marans have been winners for going 
under, Down Under. And a British cou- 
ple, Duncan and Annie Muirhead, have 


made trimaran sailboats into plush div- 
ing ships. Theirs are the Lammer Law 
in the Galapagos and the Cuan Lam in 
the Virgin Islands, the latter of which is 
the largest sailing trimaran in the world. 

It’s impossible to speak multi-hulled 
language without mentioning the Nekton 
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Pilot, a revolutionary SWATH-designed 
ship that hit the market several years ago. 
The Nekton’s not going to win any beau- 
ty contests among classic ship designers. 
She kinda looks like a giant shoe box on 
the water. But the boat 1s extremely stable 
because of its submerged pontoons. They 
even boast “no seasickness” in their ads. 
A twin SWATH, the Rorqual Pilot has 
just gone into service in Belize. 

On the other hand, a dive ship with 
truly classic lines is the Truk Odyssey, 
perhaps the template for the next gen- 
eration of live-aboards. In business for 
a little more than a year, the Odyssey 
used to be a Fijian coastal cruise ship 
for 46 passengers. Now it has been 
reconfigured for 16 lucky divers. The 
cabins are three to four times larger 
than standard live-aboards, as are the 
salon, dive deck and sun decks. Its 
deep draft provides stability and its 
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opulence tingles the senses. 

There are many more great live-aboard 
operations, like the 7iata in Papau New 
Guinea, the Nimrod and Taka II in 
Australia or the Carthbean Explorer in 
Saba, but you’ll just have to get in gear 
and start checking them out yourself. It’s 
a fun way to do your homework. 

When I try to put it all into perspec- 
tive, I’d like to think that Saint Jacques 
is looking down upon us with the satis- 
faction that he helped foster this great 
live-aboard revolution. I believe when 
I’m on a live-aboard, he’s watching 
over me with a smile. So the next time 
you're out on the ocean with the wind 
blowing through your thinning hair 
and you hear a voice in the wind saying, 
“ze sea, it beacons uzz to explore eets vast 
and marvelous ecoseestem...” please find 
a nice French Cabernet and toast one to 
The Man. 
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The world has never been as accessible as it is today. This list will give you the ability to explore nearly every reef, 


in nearly every sea and ocean in the world. If you have a dream destination and crave the nonstop dive 'til you drop 
and sweet pampering of five star service afloat, then your Cousteau-wishes have just come true. It’s all here at your 
fingertips. Close your eyes, point and plan. 
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Auriga Bay I! 60 feet, 10 passengers, 5 cabins. Coral Sea, 
Ribbon Reefs, Far Northern Reefs. Departs: Cairns, Lizard 
Island, Lockhart River. $145 (Jan./Sept.); $210/day (Oct./Dec.) 
(6 to 10 days). (011) 61-7-4058-1408, www.reefcruises. 
com.au 


Elizabeth E ll 108 feet, 14 to 28 passengers, 13 cabins, 13 in- 
room heads. GBR, Coral Reef, Queensland, Departs: Mackay, 
but can re-locate. From $270/day (3 days to 2 weeks). (011) 
61-7-4957-4281, www.elizabethe.com.au 


MNV Nimrod Explorer 70 feet, 18 passengers, 6 cabins, in- 
room heads. Lizard Island, Osprey Reef, Far North. Departs: 
Cairns. $170/day (3.5 to 10 days). (800) 322-3577, 
www.explorerventures.com 


OceanQuest 94 feet, 40 passengers, 14 cabins. Norman, 
Saxon and Hastings Reefs. Departs: Cairns. Approx 
AU$150/day (2 or 3 days). (011) 61-7-4046-7333, www.divers- 
den.com 


Scubapro | & Il 82 feet, 32 passengers, 16 cabins. Flynn Miln 
Thetford and Pellowes. Departs: Cairns. 3 days/2 nights. (011) 
61-7-4031-5255, www.prodive-cairns.com.au 


Serica 75 feet, 6 passengers, 3 cabins. Raine Island, Great 
Detached Reef, Wreck Bay. Departs: Portland Roads. $280- 
$320/day (8 to 10 nights). (011) 61-7-40-938-900, www.serica 
diveaustralia.com 


Spirit of Freedom 115 feet, 28 passengers, 11 cabins, 11 in- 
room heads. Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea. Departs: Cairns, 
Hamilton Island and Gladstone. POA (Whole boat charter only, 
any length of trip). (011) 61-2-9555-5901, www.flagship 
charters.com.au/spiritoffreedom 


Spoilsport 100 feet, 29 passengers, 15 cabins, 4 in-room 
heads. Coral Sea and Yongala wrecks. Departs: Townsville, 
Queensland, Australia. From $257/day (6 or 7 days). (888) 
MIKE-BALL, www.mikeball.com 


Supersport 90 feet, 26 passengers, 13 cabins, 4 in-room 
heads. Cod Hole and Great Barrier Reef. Departs: Cairns, 
Queensland. From $213/day (3 dive days/3 night). (888) MIKE- 
BALL, www.mikeball.com 


Taka I! 72 feet, 27 passengers, 10 cabins, 3 in-room heads. 
Cod Hole, Great Barrier Reef and Osprey Reef, Coral Sea. 
Departs: Cairns. From AU$765 (4 days), AU$875 (5 days). 
(011) 61-7-4051-8722, www.takadive.com 


True North 110 feet, 28 passengers, 15 cabins, 9 in-room 
heads. Rowley Shoals, Scott Reef, Serinapatam. Departs: 
Broome, Western Australia. From AU$500 (5 days/6 nights & 9 
days/10 nights). (011) 61-8-9192-1829 www.northstar 
charters.com.au 
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M/V TUSA IV 72 feet, 14 passengers, 6 cabins. Northern Great 
Barrier Reef and Australia’s Coral Sea Reefs. Departs: Cairns, 
North Queensland, Australia. Charter rates available on appli- 
cation. (Overnight to weeks duration). (011) 61-7-4031-2490, 
www.tusadive.com 


Undersea Explorer 82 feet, 20 passengers, 10 cabins. Great 
Barrier Reef (Ribbon Reefs), Coral Sea and Osprey Reef. 
Departs: Port Douglas. AU$2,450 (6 nights). (011) 61-7-4099- 
5911, www.undersea.com.au 


Wind Cheetah 50 feet, 6 passengers, 3 cabins. Kangaroo 
Island, North Coast. Departs: Kangaroo Island. $220/day (3 to 
5 days). (011) 61-8-8559-3225, www.kidivingsafaris.com 


Prlibkiick 





Aqua Cat 102 feet, 22 passengers, 11 cabins, 11 in-room 
heads. Bahamas. Departs: Nassau, Bahamas. $1,595/week (8 
day/7 night), $875 (5 day/4 night). (888) 327-9600, 
www.aquacatcruises.com 


M/V Bottom Time fl! 90 feet, 28 passengers, 14 cabins. 
Bahamas, Dominican Republic. Departs: Fort Lauderdale, FL, 
and Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic. $1,395 to $1,995/week 
(7. day/6 night). (800) 234-8464, www.bottomtime 
adventures.com 


M/V Cat Ppalu 65 feet, 12 passengers, 6 cabins. Bahamas. 
Departs: Nassau, Bahamas. All-inclusive charter rate 
$12,500/week (7 day/6 night). (800) 327-9600, www.cat 
ppalucruises.com 


Morning Star, Pirate's Lady & Sea Explorer 65 feet, 22 pas- 
sengers, 4 cabin areas. Bahamas. Departs: Miami, FL. $759 
(7 day/6 night). (800) 327-9600, www.blackbeardcruises.com 


Nektan Pilot 78 feet, 32 guests, 16 cabins, 16 in-room heads. 
Bahamas, Belize. Departs: Fort Lauderdale, FL, and Belize 
City, Belize. $1,545 (7 days). (800) 899-6753, www.nekton 
cruises.com 


Nekton Rorqual 78 feet, 34 guests, 17 cabins, 17 in-room 
heads. Bahamas, Belize. Departs: Fort Lauderdale, FL and 
Belize City, Belize. $1,545 (7 days). (800) 899-6753, 
www.nektoncruises.com 


MV Ocean Explorer 55 feet, 10 passengers, 3 cabins, 2 in- 
room heads. Bahamas. Departs: Miami, FL, and Nassau, 
Bahamas. $200/day (3 to 7 days). (800) 338-9383 
www.oceanexplorerinc.com 


RV Sea Dragon 70 feet, 8 or 9 passengers, 4 cabins, 2 in- 
room heads. Bahamas. Departs: Nassau, Bahamas and 
Georgetown Exuma. $200/day (5 days to 2 weeks). (954) 522- 
0161 www.seadragonbahamas.com 








M/Y Sea Fever 93 feet, 16 passengers, 7 cabins. Bahamas. 
Departs: Miami Beach, FL. $150-$200/day (3 to 7 days). (800) 
443-3837, www.seafever.com 








Shear Water 65 feet, 12 passengers, 3 cabins. Bahamas. 
Departs: West Palm Beach, FL. $200/day (2 to 14 days). (888) 
901-3483, www.scuba-adventures.com 


Ultimate Getaway 100 feet, 20 passengers, bunk rooms. Dry 
Tortugas. Departs: Fort Meyers Beach, FL. $184/day (4 to 5 
days). (941) 466-3600, www.ultimategetaway.net 


Baja, Mexico 


Don Jose 80 feet, 14 to 20 passengers, 7 cabins. Sea of 
Cortez, Mexico. Departs: La Paz, Mexico. $230-$300/day (8 
days). (800) 843-6967 , www.bajaex.com 


Solmar V 112 feet, 22 passengers, 12 cabins, 12 in-room 
heads. Socorro Islands and Sea of Cortez. Departs: Cabo San 
Lucas, Mexico. $250-$320/day (8 to 9 days). (800) 344-3349, 
www.solmar.com 





Belize Aggressor II! 110 feet, 18 passengers, 9 cabins, in- 
room heads. Turneffe Reef, Lighthouse Reef, Blue Hole. 
Departs: Belize City. $285/day (7 days). (800) 348-2628, 
WWW.agegressor.com 








Clavella 61 feet, 10 passengers, 4 cabins. Port Hardy, Queen 
Charlotte Strait, Seymour Inlet, Johnstone Strait, Gulf Islands. 
Departs: Port Hardy. $129-$199/day (3 to 7 days). (877) 725- 
2835, www.clavella.com 


Nautilus Explorer 116 feet, 24 passengers, 12 cabins, 12 in- 
room heads. Port Hardy, Hakai Pass, Southeast Alaska, 
Vancouver Island. Departs: Vancouver, BC. $150-$200/day (4 
to 14 days). (800) 4-DIVE BC, www.nautilusexplorer.com 








Cuan Law 105 feet, 20 passengers, 10 cabins, in-room 
heads. Also does trips in Leewards and Windwards. Departs: 
Road Town Tortola, BVI. $322/day (6 nights/ 7 days). (800) 
648 3393, www.BVidiving.com 





J.0. Tobin 50 feet, 8 passengers, 4 cabins, 4 in-room heads. 
BVI. Departs: Tortola, BVI. $1,195/wk (7days / 6 nights). (936) 
560-6794, www.sailcaribbeandivers.com 
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California 





Conception 75 feet, 35 passengers, open berthing. Channel 
Islands. Departs: Santa Barbara, CA. $135/day (1 to 5 days). 
(805) 962-1127, www.truthaquatics.com 


Encore 80 feet, 35 passengers, 9 cabins. Southern Channel 
Islands. Departs: Long Beach, CA. $86-125/day (1 to 10 days). 
(310) 541-1025, www.encorediveboat.com 


Horizon 80 feet, 30 passengers, 8 cabins. Southern Channel 
Islands, Cortes Bank, Coronado Islands, San Bento Islands and 
Guadalupe Islands. Departs: San Diego, CA. $1,700-$3,400 (1 
to 10 days). (858) 277-7823, e-mail: sddive@san.rr.com 


Peace 65 feet, 32 passengers, bunk room. Channel Islands. 
Departs: Ventura, CA. $65-$130/day (1 to 4 days). (805) 643- 
6309, www.peaceboat.com 


Ocean Odyssey 85 feet, 32 passengers. Southern Channel 
Islands, Cortes Banks, Coronado Islands. Departs: San Diego, 
CA. $1,600-$2,800 (1 to 5 days). (858) 277-7823, 
sddive@san.rr.com 


Truth 65 feet, 30 passengers, open berthing. Channel Islands. 
Departs: Santa Barbara, CA. $135/day (1 to 5 days). (805) 
962-1127, www.truthaquatics.com 


Vision 80 feet, 35 passengers, open berthing. Channel 
Islands. Departs: Santa Barbara, CA. $135/day (1 to 5 days). 
(805) 962-1127, www.truthaquatics.com 


Cayman Islands 





Cayman Aggressor IV 110 feet, 18 passengers, 9 cabins, in- 
room heads. Grand Cayman, Little Cayman, Cayman Brac. 
Departs: Georgetown, Grand Cayman. $285/day (7 days). (800) 
348-2628, www.aggressor.com 


Costa Rica 





Okeanos Agressor 120 feet, 21 passengers, 10 cabins, in- 
room heads. Cocos Island. Departs: Puntarenas, Costa Rica. 
$310/day (9 and 10 days). (800) 348-2628 www. 
aggressor.com 


Sea Hunter 115 feet, 18 passengers, 8 cabins, 8 in-room 
heads. Cocos and Malpelo Islands. Departs: Puntarenas, Costa 
Rica. $300/day (10 to 15 days). (800) 203-2120, www.under 
seahunter.com 


Undesea Hunter 90 feet, 14 passengers, 6 cabins, 4 in-room 
heads. Cocos Island. Departs: Puntarenas, Costa Rica. 
$300/day (10 to 12 days). (800) 203-2120, www.under 
seahunter.com 
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Lammer Law 95 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins, in-room heads. 
Various itineraries all running back to Baltra. Departs: Baltra, 
Galapagos Islands. $336-372/day (7,9,10,11 and 14 night). 
(800) 648 3393, www.galapagosdiving.com 





MN Oceanus 100 feet, 14 passengers, 7 cabins. Cuba. 
Departs: Cancun, Mexico. $1,795 (7 days). (011) 52-98-10- 
5707, www.oceanus.com.mx.com 


M/Y Mistral Il 74 feet, 12 passengers, 6 cabins, 4 in-room 
heads. Galapagos. Departs: Baltra. $1,696 to $1,995 (week). 
(800) 247-2925, www.quasarnautica.com 





Sky Dancer 100 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins, in-room heads. 
Wolf and Darwin. Departs: Galapagos Islands (San Cristobal). 
$2,695-$2,895 (7 nights); $3,795-$3,995 (10 nights). (800) 
932-6237, www.peterhughes.com 





Fiji Aggressor 106 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins, in-room 
heads. Namena, Wakaya, Gau. Departs: Nadi, Fiji. $285/day (7 
days). (800) 348-2628, www.aggressor.com 


Grenadines 





Lycanda 128 feet, 42 passengers, 21 cabins. Yasawa Islands. 


MN SeaHawk 90 feet, 12 passengers, 6 cabins, 6 in-room 
Departs: Lautoka. $236/day (7days/6 nights). (011) 679-663- aT ae ae 
938, www.bluelagooncruises.com swe Ta heads. Through the Grenadines to Bequia/St. Vincent. Departs: 


Grenada. $236/day (7 days). (800) 736-7021, www.seahawk 
dive.com 





Nai'a 120 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins, 8 in-room heads. All 
of Fiji waters, all of Tonga waters and around Kiribati waters. 
Departs: Lautoka in Fiji, and Nuku’alofa when in Tonga. 
$385/day (7 or 10 days). (800) 903-0272, www.naia.com.fj 





Nanuya Princess 161 feet, 50 passengers, 25 cabins. Yasawa 
Islands. Departs: Lautoka. $236/day (7day/6 night). (011) 
679-663-938, www.bluelagooncruises.com 


Kona Aggressor II 80 feet, 10 passengers, 5 cabins, in-room 
heads. Hawaii's western coast. Departs: Kona, Hawaii. 
$270/day (7 days). (800) 348-2628, www.aggressor.com 





Princess Il 85 feet, 12 passengers, 6 cabins, 6 in-room 
heads. Taveuni, Fiji. Departs: Nadi, Fiji. $275/day (7 nights). 
(800) 576-7327, www.princessil.com 





Bay Islands Aggressor IV 120 feet, 20 passengers, 10 cabins, 
in-room heads. Utila, Cayos Cohinos, Guanaja. Departs: 
Roatan. $256/day (7 days). (800) 348-2628 www. 
aggressor.com 


Sere ni wai 100 feet, 10 passengers, 5 cabins, in-room 
heads. All Fiji waters. Departs: Suva, Fiji. $300/day (7 days). 
(011) 679-361-171, www.sere.com.fj 





Indonesia 





Playmate 60 feet, 11 passengers, 4 cabins. Dry Tortugas, MN Baruna Adventurer 100 feet, 18 passengers, 9 cabins, in- 

Florida Keys. Departs: Key West, FL. $225/day (3 to 6 days). _NoPhoto  —- ‘00m heads. East Nusa Tenggara. Departs: Benoa Harbour, 

(305) 744-9928, www.seaclusive.com  pyailable —«- 2B. ; $140/day (5 and 9 days). (62) 361-753820, 
= www.baruna.com 


Ultimate Getaway 100 feet, 20 passengers, bunkbeds. Dry ee CISKA 74 feet, 8 to 10 passengers, 5 cabins. Wakatobi. 
Tortugas. Departs: Fort Myers Beach, FL. $184/day (4 to 5 = Ng hota —Departs: Makassar, Ujung Pandang. From $170/day (7 to 14 
days). (941) 466-3600, www.ultimategetaway.net days). www.symbiosis-travel.com 








DEWI SRI 72 feet, 6 to 8 passengers, 4 cabins, in-room heads. 
Wakatobi. Departs: Makassar, Ujung Pandang. From $200/day 
(7 to 14 days). www.symbiosis-travel.com 


Galapagos 





Galapagos Agressor | & II 90 feet, 14 passengers, 7 cabins, 
in-room heads. Wolf, Darwin, Gordon, Plazas, Seymour Islands. 
Departs: Baltra. $385 /day (7 days). (800) 348-2628, 
www.aggressor.com 


Komodo Dancer 100 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins, in-room 
heads. Bali, Komodo, Flores. Departs: Bali. $1,795-$1,995 (8 
nights); $2,495-$2,695 (11 nights). (800) 932-6237, 
www. peterhughes.com 
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Oceanic Explorer 127 feet, 24 passengers, 12 cabins, in-room 
heads. Mapia, Numfor, Padaido (Sept .- Jan.); Bali to Komodo and 
Nusa Tengara (March - June); Takabonerate, TukangBesi (Wakatobi) 
(June - Sept.). Departs: Bali, Biak and Makassar. $220/day (10 or 
11 days). (877) 348-3475, www.islandcruiseadventure.com 


Pelagian 115 feet, 12 passengers, 6 cabins, in-room heads. 
Indonesia, Micronesia, PNG, Solomon Islands, Komodo, 
Bandasea. Departs: Bali. $290-$385/day (10 days, and 2 to 3 
weeks). (800) 962-0395, www.dive-asiapacific.com 


ea Safari II] 115 feet, 12 cabins, 12 in-room heads. Alor, 

Flores, Komodo, Bali, Kangean Islands. Departs: Bali. $250- 
$350/day (7 to 12 days). (011) 62-361-282-931, 
www.kararu.com 


Indian Ocean Explorer 115 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins. 
Seychelles Inner Islands, Mahé to Aldabra, Aldabra and Southern 
Islands. Departs: Victoria, Mahé, Seychelles. $250-$325/day (7 
to 14 nights). (888) 437-8456, www.|0Explorer.com 


Madivaru 3 80 feet, 11 passengers, 4 cabins. Departs: Malé 
Airport. $160-$180/day (7 Days) (011) 39-039-329338, 
www.seafariadventures.com 


Madivaru 7 100 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins. Departs: Male’ 
Airport. $270-$320/day (7, 9 OR 10 DAYS). (011) 
39-039-329338, www.seafariadventures.com 


Manthiri 85 feet, 12 passengers, 6 cabins, in-room heads. 
North and South Malé, Felidhe, Mulaku, North and South 
Nilandhe, Ari, North and South Malos Madulu, and Fadippolhu 
Atolls. Departs: Malé, Maldives.Malé, $250-$300/day (10 to 
11 days). (877) 357-0022, www.manthiri.com 


Big Blue Explorer 167 feet, 18 passengers, 9 cabin, in-room 
heads. All the famous dive sites of Palau. Departs: Koro, Palau. 
From $243/day (8 days/7 nights). (877) 348-3475, 
www.palauscuba.com 


Ocean Hunter 60 feet, 6 passengers, 3 cabins, 2 in-room 
heads. Reefs of Palau. Departs: Koror. From $385-$413/day (7 
to 14 days). (011) 680-488-2637, www.oceanhunter.com 


Palau Aggressor I! 106 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins, in- 
room heads. Pelelieu and Rock Islands (German Channel, 
Ulong Channel, Jellyfish Lake, Blue Corner). Departs: Palau. 
From $342/day (7 days). (800) 348-2628, www.aggressor.com 


Sun Dancer II 138 feet, 20 passengers, 10 cabins, in-room 
heads. Rock Islands, German Channel. Departs: Malakai 
Harbour, Koror. From $2,395-$2,495 (5 to 7 nights); $3,295- 
$3,395 (10 nights). (800) 932-6237, www.peterhughes.com 


Panama 




















M/V Coral Star 115 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins, 4 in-room 
heads. Both Atlantic/Caribbean and Pacific sides of Panama. 
Departs: David, Panama or Panama City. (8 days// nights) 
(800) 733-4742, www.coralstar.com 





MNV Barbarian II 45 feet, 6 passengers, 3 cabins. Anywhere 
within PNG waters. Departs: any port within PNG. From 
$200/day. (011) 87-2761-339154, www.niuginidiving.com 


M/V Chertan 60 feet, 12 passengers, 6 cabins. PNG. Departs: 
PNG. $295/day (5 to 15 days). (011) 675-64-11167, www. 
chertan.com 


M/V Golden Dawn 80 feet, 10 passengers, 5 cabins, 3 in-room 
heads. PNG. Departs PNG. From $305-$350/day (1 to 14 
nights). (011) 61-145-119159, www.mvgoldendawn.com 


Marlin 1 50 feet, 6 passengers, 3 cabins, 1 in-room head. 
Charter in Milne Bay. Departs: Alotau. From $1,200 (5 to 30 
days). (011) 61-145 117098, www.png-diveboat.com 


MNV Moonlighting 50 feet, 6 passengers, 3 cabins, in-room 
head. Long, Crown, Bagabag, Karkar Islands, Purdies, Manus, 
Milne Bay, Hansa Bay. Departs: Madang. $240-$260/day (4, 7, 
10, 12 days, plus customized). (011) 61-145-130880, 
www. blueseacharters.com 


Paradise Sport 100 feet, 22 passengers, 11 cabins, 10 in- 
room heads. Milne Bay, (Oct. thru April). Kavieng, New Ireland 
and New Hanover (June thru Sept.). Departs: Milne Bay, From 
$335/day (6 dive day/7 night, and 9 dive day/10 night). (888) 
MIKE BALL, www.mikeball.com 


Star Dancer 120 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins, in-room 
heads. Father's Reef, Witu Islands. Departs: Raball or Walindi. 
$2,095-$2,195 (7 nights); $2,995-$3,095 (10 nights). (800) 
932-6237, www.peterhughes.com 


Telita 60 feet, 10 passengers, 6 cabins, 5 in-room heads. 
Alotau. Departs: Alotau. From $300/day (6 to 14 days). 
www.telita.info.com 


MNV Tiata 61 feet, 10 passengers, 5 cabins. Milne Bay, 
Kavieng. Departs: Mainly Alotau, Kavieng and Rabaul. From 
$340/day (10 nights). (011)  61-7-40-938-900, 
www.bomatu.com 





M/Y KISIWANI 67 foot, 10 passengers, 5 cabins, 1 ensuite 
cabin, 2 further heads. Pemba Island. Departs: Shimoni, Kenya 
or Mkoani, Pemba. From $1,250/week (one week). (011) 254- 
127-52016/7, www.pembadiving.com 


Philippines 
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Island Explorer 116 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins, in-room 
heads. Tubbataha and Malapascua. Departs: Puerto Princesa, 
Palawan and CEBU. From $200/day (5 to 10 days). (877) 348- 
3475, www.islandcruiseadventure.com 


Red Sea/Africa 


MV Cyclone 105 feet, 20 passengers, 10 cabins, in-room 
heads. North, South, Deep South (St. Johns), Brothers Island, 
Marine park. Departs: Sharm El Sheikh, Hurghada, Al Quseir, 
Marsa Alam. (7-14 days). (011) 20-69-661216, 
www.scubaredsea.com 


Empress Theresa 85 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins. Southern 
Route, including Elphinstone, Sattaya, Fury Shoal and St 
Johns. Departs: Marsa Alum, Egypt. From $130/day (7 nights). 
(011) 2-069-601734, www.emperordivers.com 


Emperor Mahy 85 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins. North of 
Sharm El Sheikh to Gulf of Suez, wreck of the [histlegorm and 
Abu Nuhas. Straits of Tiran. Departs: Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt. 
From $110/day (7 nights). (011) 2-069-6017-34, 
www.emperordivers.com 


Emperor Pegasus 85 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins. North of 
Hurghada to Straits of Gubal and Abu Nuhas. South of 
Hurghada to Sagfaga area. Departs: Hurghada, Egypt. From 
$110/day (7 nights). (011) 2-069-6017-34, www.emperor 
divers.com 


Ghazala | 80 feet, 16 passengers, 6 cabins, 3 in-room heads. 
Straits of Tiran, Ras Mohammed, Shab Mahmoud (wreck of 
Dunraven), Shab Ali (wreck of Thistlegorm), Shag Rock, Shab Abu 
Nuhas (3 additional wrecks). Departs: Sharm el Sheikh. From 
$120/day (7 days). (011) 20-69-6006-97, www.sinaidivers.com 


Aqua Cat at anchov in the Exuma Cays 


Land and Sea Powk, Bahamas 


No Photo 
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No Photo 
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Ghazala II 67feet, 12 passengers, 6 cabins, 3 in-room heads. 
Straits of Tiran, Ras Mohammed, Shab Mahmoud (wreck of 
Dunraven), Shab Ali (wreck of Thistlegorm), Shag Rock, Shab Abu 
Nuhas (3 additional wrecks). Departs: Sharm el Sheikh. From 
$90/day (5 to 7 days). (011) 20-69-600697, www.sinaidivers.com 


Ghazala Voyager 90 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins, 8 in-room 
heads. Ras Samadal, Shab Ghadeira, Qulan Islands, Fury Shoal 
Reefs, Horseshoe Reef, Dolphin Reef, St. John's. Departs: Marsa 
Alam. From $160/day (7 days). (011) 20-69-600697, 
www.sinaidivers.com 


MNV Oyster 105 feet, 20 passengers, 10 cabins, 10 in-room 
heads. All the Egyptian Red Sea. Departs: Hurgada , Sharm and 
Mersalam. From $885 (7 nights). (011) 202-33-60-244, 
www.oysterdiving.com 


Red Sea Aggressor 120 feet, 18 passengers, 9 cabins, in-room 
heads. Ras Mohamed, Thistlegorm, Shedwan or Red Sea charters, 
Salem Express, Brothers Islands, Tobia or Brothers Charters. Departs: 
Sharma El Sheikh, Egypt and Hurghada, Egypt. From $270/day (7 
and 10 days). (800) 348-2628, www.agegressor.com 


Scuba Adventure 100 feet, 20 passengers, 10 cabins, 10 in- 
room heads. Brothers Islands, Deadulus Reef, Rocky Island and 
Zabargad Island. Departs: Hurghada, Egypt. From $140/day (7 
nights). (011) 2-069-6017-34, www.emperordivers.com 


Taha Il (Kewet Salem) 59 feet, 20 for day cruises/8 overnight, 
3 cabins. Red Sea. Departs: Taba, Sinai, Egypt. $99/day (1 to 8 
days). (011) 972-8-6334404, www.aqua-sport.com 


WildCat 97 feet, 14 passengers, 7 cabins, 8 in-room heads. 
North, South. Departs: Sharm El-Sheikh. From $140/day (1 
week). www.redseadiving.com 


CRUISES 


Aiving, snorkeling, sea-kayaking, fishing, bivAing, beaching, sunning, snoozing... 


102 feet of liveaboava luxury leaving weekly from Nassau to the Exumas. 
OPO. Box 661658 Miami, FL 33266 


Tel: 1-888-327-9600 * 305-888-3002 
email: sd@aquacatcruises.com 


bax: 305-885-3323 


www.aquacalcru ises.com 


© 2001 Rick Frehsee/Aqua Cat Cruises 
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Sign up for the Solmar V E-News, absolutely free of charge, and be automatically entered in our annu- 
al DRAWING for a free trip on the Solmar V. Plus, you will also be entered in 
our WHALE OF A DIVE Sweepstakes for a voucher worth up to $575 off per 
person or $1150 for two divers traveling together on selected trips through 
May 2002. Solmar V E-News contains exciting dive stories, special 
offers and what’s happening in the Sea of Cortez and Socorro 

Islands. Send in the attached card or sign up immediately at =p 
www.solmarv.com. ee 
















Brandon D. Cole 
















J gf f 
Come dive with Mantas, Sharks, wild Dolphins or even Humpback y Li 
Whales at the Socorro Islands, the best Big Animal diving on ‘ a 


~ 





earth, only two hours from Los Angeles. | ££ 


THE BEST BIG-ANIMAL 
DIVING ON EARTH. 


800-344-3349 
310-459-9861 : 
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* LIONS DIVE RESORT * : * OCEAN ENCOUNTERS % 


kidseacamp. com 


Curacao i: Be 
Kids Sea Camp! ioe 


June 29th to July 6th’ = 
or 
July 6th to July 13th 


Solohe Mele Mel-larelii-¢ 
Tol ow Mel OMalelatrelh.=1s 


$425.00 - 1st Child 
$385.00 - 2nd Child 


Lions Dive Resort 
8 days/7 nights 
Sea Aquarium 
Kids Camp Program 4. 


Maelo smailel a =r ee 


Ocean Encounters 
| 12 Boat Dives | 
| Unlimited Shore Diving | 
Transfers, tax, Svc. 


800-433-3483 


kids@kidscamp.com 
worlddive. com 


OES Sais Muna Sane 


* MARINE AWARENESS CENTER * CURACAO * 


Kids Meals pars: ME} 


* SEA AQUARIUM * Sarees Hutue DIVING * 


the new way 10 see 


[RU 


charters stafting from ,? 295 
, 


Includes all mé@als, 
beverages and transfers 
Free Nitrox 

Unique outer reef, shark, 
Vale mtcreamelivalare| 

Nine luxury suites 


— [-000-/3/-3376 


jwsrukodyssey.com 
| Pee sco 


ABOARD) THE ~ 


NM IL Y Ee 


You dream of a thousand emerald islands 
inashimmering biue sea. You are having 
a great time on a gorgeous live-aboard, 
diving day after day. No hassle. Leaving 
you free to savour the delicious meals, 
the warmth of a caring crew, and the 
wondrous underwater riches from big 
pelagics to massive schools of tropicals. 


WAKE UP TO YOUR DREAMS 
Book on MANTHIRI 


877-357-0022 


Sf e EXT} | weww.manthiri.com 
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Email: livewell@cnw.com 


MNV Caribbean Explorer 100 

feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins. 

Saba, St. Kitts. Departs: St. 

Maarten. From $185/day (7 

nights/8 days). (800) 322- 
3577, www.explorerventures.com 


MV Bilikiki 125 Feet, 20 pas- 

sengers, 10 cabins, 10 in-room 

heads. Florida Islands, Russell 

Islands and Marovo Lagoo. 

Departs: Honiara, Solomon 
Islands. From $296/day (7 to 14 days). (800) 663- 
5363, www. bilikiki.com 


M/V Spirit of Solomons 125 

feet, 26 passengers, 13 cab- 

ins, 7 in-room heads. Florida 

and Russell Islands and 

Marovo Lagoon. Departs: 

Honiara, Solomon Islands. 
From $249-$296/day (7 to 14 days). (800) 663-5363, 
www. bilikiki.com 


Texas Flower Gardens 


SIMPLY 
THE BEST 
THERE is! 


© SD/AD 0202 


With two marvelous destinations for liveaboard 
scuba adventures, British Virgin Isles and 
Galapagos, we can please both the laid back 
vacation diver, a non-diving partner, or the 
adventure-seeking expert. VVith great boats, 
crews, food and service, and with luxury, air-con- 
ditioned, two person staterooms with bathrooms, 


we will really spoil you! 
Call today! 800-648-3393 


British Virgin Islands 


www.BVidiving.com 
Galapagos 


www.GALAPAGOSdiving.com 








M/V Fling 100 feet, 34 passengers. Flower Garden Banks, 
Stetson Bank, offshore oil rigs. Departs: Freeport, TX. 
$140/day (2 to 4 days). (979) 233-4445, www.rinnboats.com 


MN Sea Searcher II 95 feet, 18 passengers, 4 cabins. Texas 
Flower Gardens. Departs: Freeport, TX. Prices set by dive shops 
who charter. (3 to 5 days). (800) 396-3483, 
www.seasearcherii.com 


MNV Spree 100 feet, 34 passengers. Flower Garden Banks, 
Stetson Bank, offshore oil rigs. Departs: Freeport, Texas. 
$140/day (2 to 4 days). (979) 233-4445, www.rinnboats.com 





sBirliblace 


MNV Andaman Seafarer 74 feet, 14 passengers, 5 cabins, 2 
showers/toilets. Similan, Shrin, Richelieu Rock; Hin Daeng, Hin 
Muang, Similan. Departs: Phuket. From $150-$180/day, (5 
and 7 days, and 3 to 10 day private cruises). (011) 66-76- 
280-644, www.seafarer-divers.com 


M/Y Aqua One 115 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins, in-room 
heads. Thailand: Similan Islands to Narcorndam. Indonesia: 
Komodo, Sangian, Rinca, Alor. Departs: Phuket, Thailand or 
Bali, Indonesia. $310-$340/day (5 to 10 nights). (888) 996- 
2/82, www.dive-aquasports.com 


M/V Atlantis 66 feet, 14 passengers, 6 cabins. Similan and 
Richelieu Rock. Departs: Patong Beach, Phuket. From 
$117/day (3 or 4 days). (011) 66-76-344-850, www.atlantis 
-asia.com 





with Mike Ball Dive Expeditions 








M/V Atlantis | 89 feet, 10 passengers, 6 cabins, in-room 
heads. Hin Deang, Phi-Phi Islands, Similan and Richelieu 
Rock Departs: Patong Beach, Phuket. From $155 to $185/day 
(2 to 6 days). (011) 66-76-344-850, www.atlantis-asia.com 











M/V Atlantis X 89 feet, 16 passengers, 8 cabins, in-room 
heads. Similan and Richelieu Rock. Departs: Patong Beach, 
Phuket. From $130/day (4 to 6 days). (011) 66-76-344-850, 
www.atlantis-asia.com 


M/Y Bunmee 1 86 feet, 20 passengers, 11 cabins, 2 in-room 
heads. Similan and Surin Islands—Richelieu Rock and 
Southern Islands. Departs: Phuket or Rangong. From $120- 
$150/day (3 days/3nights, 4 days/5 nights, 8 days/8nights). 
(011) 66-76-331006, www.andamanscuba.com 


M/Y Bunmee 2 85 feet, 14 passengers, 7 cabins, 4 in-room 
heads. Burma, Mergui, Similan, Surin, Richelieu. Departs: 
Phuket and Ranog. $175-$215/day (4days/5nights, 5 days/6 
nights, 6 days/7 nights). (011) 66-76-331-006, 
www.andamanscuba.com 


MNV Catch Up 82 feet, 14 passengers, 7 cabins. Similan, 
Richelieu Rock, Burma. Departs: Tap Lamu (North of Phuket). 
$110/day (3 to 4 days). (011) 66-76-344-337, www.high 
class-adventure.com/highclass 


Crescent 66 feet, 8 passengers, 4 cabins, in-room heads. 
Mergui Archipelago, Myanmar. Departs: Kawthoung. $1,620 
(full boat charter, 7 days/8 nights). (0110 66-76-340-406, 
www.seal-asia.com 


Dive Asia | 75 feet, 20 passengers, 10 cabins. Similan and 
Surin Marine National Parks, Departs: Chalong Bay, Phuket. 
From $570 (4 days) and $970 (7 days). (011) 66-76330598, 
www.diveasia.com 





AUSTRALIA and 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


BEST LIVEABOARD DIVING 


WIN THE TRIP 
OF ALIFETIMI 
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our website 
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MA Faah Yai 72 feet, 10 passen- 
gers, 5 cabins, in-room heads. 
Mergui Archipelago, Thailand: 
Similan /Surin islands/Hin Daeng- 
Hin Muang. Departs: Ranong or 
Phuket Island. $165-235 /day (4 to 10 days/nights). (011) 
66)-76-385143, www.scuba-quest.com 





Gaea 52 feet (trimaran), 8 pas- 
sengers, 5 cabins. Mergul 
Archipelago, Myanmar. Departs: 
Kawthoung. $1,200 (full boat 
charter, 5 days/6 nights). (00) 
66-76-340-406, www.seal-asia.com 


No Photo 
Available 


99 feet, 18 passengers, 6 cab- 
ins, 8 in-room heads. Similans, 
Richelieu Rock (Burma on 











The Junk “June Hong Chian Lee” 


request only). Departs: Patong ( November-May) and 
Tab Lamu (July thru October). From $200/day (4 days/5 
nights). (011) 66-76-342186, www.thejunk.com 


MNV Marco Polo 75 feet, 14 
passengers, / cabins. Similans, 
Kho Bon, Richelieu Rock, Kho 
Tadai. Departs: Ao Chalong/ 
Phuket. $130-150/day (6 days). 
(011) 66-76-381-765, www.sea-bees.com 


Mare West 66 feet, 16 pas- 
sengers, 8 cabins. Mergui 
Archipelago and Burma Banks. 
Departs: Ranong, Thailand. 
$1,100 (5 days). (011) 66-76- 
330-598, www.diveasia.com 


Mermaid | 92 feet, 11 passengers, 6 cabins, in-room 


LUXURY LIVEABOARD IN THAILAND 


OCEAN ROVER 
Great diving in a secure US-friendly 
environment. Join our highly experienced 


crew for an unforgettable cruise. 


Me 
Divers. : 
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Blue Holes, 


Shark Feeding, 





Dolphin Encounters, 


. 
: 
4 Reefs and Wrecks! 
I 
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Our 20 years of experience promises the best of Bahamas diving. The Sea Fever is a 90’ aluminum, 
fully air-conditioned motor vessel with 7 double staterooms. Miami departure and return. 
Sea Fever - “Catch it” 


A 


CALL NOW 


800-443-3837 or 737-481-9116 
Fax: 757-481-2075 





0202 


E-mail: seafever@seafever.com www.seafever.com y 
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heads. Similan, Richelieu, 
Burma Banks,  Merguri 
Archipilago. Departs: Phuket. 
From $250/day (10 days). 
(011) 66-76-341595, www. 


seaworld-phuket.com 
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M/V Mermaid I! 108 feet, 16 
passengers, 8 cabins. Similan 
Richelieu Rock and south Hin 
Deang. Departs: Phuket. From 
$165/day (2 days/3 night, 4 
days/4 nights, 6 days/7 nights). (011) 66-76-341595, 
www.seaworld-phuket.com 


Ocean Rover 100 feet, 16 pas- 
sengers, 8 cabins, in-room heads. 
Thailand/Indonesia. Departs: 
Phuket for Thailand; Bali for 
Indonesia.$295.00/day 
Thailand/Burma (7 to 10 days); Indonesia (10 days/11 
nights). (011) 66-76-295-511, www.fantasea.net 


M/Y Scandinavian Viking 1 115 
feet, 20 passengers, 10 cabins, 
10 in-room heads. Similan 
Islands, Surin and Richelieu in 
Thailand: other destinations. 
Hepat: Phuket Island. From $795 /day (5 to 10 days). 
(011) 66-76-294-255, www.scandinavian-divers.com 


M/V Scuba Adventure 79 feet, 
12 passengers, 6 cabins. 
Similan and Surin Islands, 
bis == Richelieu Rock. Departs: Tab 
— = Lamu, Phuket. $120/day (4 
days/4 nights). (011) 66-76-293-120, www.scuba 
cat.com 


MN Scuba Cat 99 feet, 20 
passengers, 10 cabins. Similan 
Islands. Stationed at Similan 
Islands, transfer from Phuket. 
From $110/day (as many days 
as you like). (011) 66-76-293 120, www.scubacat.com 


Seraph 62 feet, 8 passengers, 
4 cabins, 2 in-room heads. 
Similan Islands/Surin Islands. 
Departs: Phuket, Thailand. 
From $187/day (5 to 7 days). 
(011) 66-76-281-299, www.phuketdive.net 





MN Shortcut 2 95 feet, 15 pas- 
sengers, 8 cabins. Similan, 
Richelieu Rock, Burma. Departs: 
| Tap Lamu (North of Phuket). 

: wee — $225/day (5 to 8 days). (011) 
66. /6- 344. Bory Finn itehttass: adventure.com/shortcut 
AM | Wanderlust 52 feet (trimaran), 
8 passengers, 5 cabins. Similan 





& Surin Islands. Departs: 
Phuket. From $1,300 (full boat 
charter) (6 days/7nights). 


(011) 66-76 340 406, www.seal-asia.com 
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Sea Dancer 110 feet, 18 passen- 
gers, 9 cabins, in-room heads. 
West Caicos, French Cay 
(weather permitting). Departs: 
Providenciales. From $1,695- 
$1: 895/wk (7 nights). (800) 932-6237, www.peterhughes.com 
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weekly village visit 1 8 ate a teatuusns! “kava” E gaia 
The handicapped-accessible Fiji Aggressor is equipped with the latest creature comforts 
like nitrox, spacious private staterooms, E-6 photo lab and a custom-designed skiff with oGRESSo, 


hydraulic lift for easy boarding. 7 


| *‘WOW”’ is the one word that sums up AGGRESSOR 
Bis a Fi Aggressor vacation, and we think after 


® 


a week of diving, you'll agree. When booking, Syv@jggee mene MEET an 


Se = A full service travel agency 


ask our about our specials including free spots = <TRAVEL < nt BOO-348-2628 


Ps our Lede depa 
TAKE A VIDEO TOUR Of THE book your air and tours! WWW. aggressor. com 


FIJI AGGRESSOR AT for groups and Senior Citizen discount. 


WWW .AGGRESSOR.COM. Aggressor, now youre diving! 


PRED OW O RUD “ Ocr  ASS RE'S 'S‘O RF EEE 


GALAPAGOS KONA, HAWAII RED SEA SOLOMON ISLANDS TRUK LAGOON TurKs & CAICOS 


Ph: 985-385-2628 - Fax: 985-384-0817 . PO. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA 70381 » E-mail: diver@aggressor.com 
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BAHAMAS LIVEABOARD» 


We include: e FOOD © BEVERAGES (SODA, BEER, WINE & RUM DRINKS) 

e ACCOMMODATIONS ¢ TANKS © WEIGHT BELTS e 3 DIVES A DAY 

e ISLAND EXPLORATION © FISHING © SAILING ¢ SHELL COLLECTING 
e OUT ISLAND NIGHTLIFE ¢ LOBSTER HUNTS © VIRGIN DIVING 


Blackbeard S 


CRUISES 


(all: (800) 327-9600 ¢ (305) 888-1226 


Fax (305) 884-4214 


www.blackbeard-cruises.com © E-mail: s(@blackbeard-cruises.com 


Turks & Caicos Aggressor 
100 feet, 14 passengers, 6 


cabins, 


in-room _ heads. 


Providenciales, West Caicos, 


French = Caye. 


Departs: 


Providenciales (March thru January), Grand Turk 
(February thru April). From $270/day (7 days). (800) 
348-2628, www.aggressor.com 





Wind Dancer 120 feet, 20 
passengers, 10 cabins, in- 
room heads. Salt Cay to South 
Caicos. Grand Turk, Turks & 
Caicos Islands, BWI. Departs: 


Grand Turk. (Georgetown Bahamas, June 2002; 
Freeport Bahamas, July thru Aug, 2002). $1,695- 
$1,995/week; $2,295/week (whale charters). (800) 
932-6237, www.peterhughes.com 






Truk Lagoon 


Odyssey 132 feet, 16 passen- 
gers, 9 cabins, in-room heads. 
Truk Lagoon. Departs from 
Weno, Truk Lagoon. From 
$2,295/wk 





(Sunday to 


Sunday). (800) 757-5396, www.trukodyssey.com 





S.S. Thorfinn 170 feet, 22 to 
24 passengers, 11 or 12 cab- 
ins, In-room heads. Truk, Yap 
and outer atoll islands/reefs. 
Departs: Truk Lagoon and Yap. 


Various pkgs from $245-$320/day. (011) 691-330- 


3040. www.thorfinn.net 


Truk Aggressor 107 feet, 18 pas- 
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M Antares Dancer 
12 passengers, 6 cabins, in- 
"———, ‘oom heads. Los Roques 
= Archipelago. Departs: Los 


sengers, 8 cabins, in-room heads. 
Wrecks of Truk Lagoon. Departs: 
Truk. From $285/day (7 days). (800) 
348-2628, www.aggressor.com 


Venezuela 





Go; seer 


— ME Roques. $1,695-$1,795/week. 
(800) 932-6237, www.peterhughes.com. 


Wholesale Operators 


Aquatic Encounters 
(303) 494-8384 
www.aquaticencounters.com 
Asia Trans Pacific Journeys 
(800) 642-2742 
www.southeastasia.com 
Central Pacific Dive Travel 
(714) 426-0265 
www.cenpacdive.com 

Great Expeditions Travel 
(720) 494-1530 
www.greatdivingadventures.com 
Inta-Aussie/Inta-Dive 
(888) 800-DIVE 
www.inta-aussie.com 
International Diving 
Expeditions 

(800) 544-3483 
www.love2travel.com 
Micronesian Divers 
Association (MDA) 

(671) 472-6324 

e-mail: mda@mdaguam.com 
0Z Dive 

(972) 818-1575 
www.ozdive.com 


PNG Expeditions 

(877) 764-3483 
www.pngexpeditions.com 
Reef & Rainforest 
(800) 794-9767 
www.reefrainforest.com 
Scuba Travel Ventures 
(619) 291-9085 

Sea Fiji Travel 

(800) 854-3454 
www.seafiji.com 

South Pacific Island Travel 
(877) 773-4846 
www.spislandtravel.com 
South Seas Adventures 
(800) 576-7327 
www.south-seas-adventures.com 
Trip-N-Tour 

(800) 348-0842 
www.trip-n-tour.com 
Underwater Palau 

(61) 2-9451-2300 
www.underwaterpalau.com 
World of Diving 

(800) 900-7657 
www.worldofdiving.com = 
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| DANCER FLEET” aa 
AMENITIES & FEATURES: 


¢ Evening turndown bed service 

* Morning coffee service to your cabin 

¢ Plush terry bathrobes for use onboard 

¢ Hair dryers (except Sea & Antares) 

* Gourmet dining with morning & afternoon snacks 

¢ Fresh room towels daily & towels after every dive 

° Dive platform assistance 

* Daily E-6 processing 

e 24-hour a day service from our 
professional crew 

¢ Air conditioning throughout staterooms and 
all common areas (Antares - staterooms only) 

® Private ensuite bathrooms 

© Hot fresh water showers (bathtubs - Star) 

¢ Audio/video entertainment centers 

¢ Photo and video labs with light & work tables 

© Open air sundecks w/covered areas 

¢ Wide stern dive platforms with 2 exit lad- 
ders & fresh water showers (except Antares) 

® Rigid deco bars (except Sun Il & Antares) 

¢ Fresh water equipment/camera rinse 


PACKAGE INCLUSIONS: 


¢ Airport transfers 

° Breakfast, lunch and dinner, plus snacks 
@ Non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages 
© Up to four or five dives daily 

¢ Filled tanks, weights and weightbelt 
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Check-out our Internet Site at: 
www.peterhughes.com 
for periodic specials! 


5723 NW 158th Street / Miami Lakes / Florida 33014 
Local Phone: 305-669-9391 ® Fax: 305-669-9475 


1-800-9-DANCER 


Remembering the victims e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
of Hurricane tris 














«Live the Dream®= 
Yes, you can make a 
great.living with the 
right training 
and a quality 
placement 
program. 


Se ORE MWATERIREFERRAL 
INSTRUCTOR 
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UNIVERSAL 
REFERRAL 
INSTRUCTOR 


tye "800-331 AS55 NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 
= 305-743-5929 100% ALL COST FINANCING 
= FAX 305-743-8168  1%+ Prime - 30 Yr Terms - Approved applicants 
= <= Www.hallisdiving.coOm APPROVED FOR VETERANS TRAINING 


480 Blanco Resort & Hall's Diving Center * 1994 Overseas Hwy * Marathon, FL Keys 33050 


12-93 FETPIP:. 1993-99 100% placed 4 out of 8 types of Instructor programs, 95% placed on an average of all Institute programs including 

rand Repair Tech, ‘Asa result of a vocational program review, locally collected vocational student follow-up data have been used to compile this 
| information. The methods used to Collect this information-are'specified by state laws and'rules. These data are available for inspection upon request. 
Licensed by: State Board of Non- Public Career Education - Tallahassee, FL, License # 94. Composite Photo: Underwater class on the Reef at the Institute, 


DIVE KEY LARGO »\% 


Perfect Vacation Package e NS 


Key Largo Resort 


Holiday Innfeatures — 
2 heated pools, tiki bar,~ 
jacuzzi, fitness center 
and much more! 


Scuba Instruction 
for whole Family! 
Ten years old & up! 


28 years of Diving 
Pennekamp Park & 
Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary! 


"Soon to come...Dive 
the Speigel Grove" 


KEY LARGO, FLORIO * aes 
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EVERYTHING | NEEDED 
To KNow Asout 

THE ENVIRONMENT, 

| LEARNED IN THE 
SECOND GRADE 


OVER THE LAST 20 YEARS, I HAVE BEEN 
fortunate enough to see a large part of 
the world. I’ve dived the Great Barrier 
Reef, swam with Humpbacks off the 
coast of Maui, floated through clouds of 
schooling hammerheads in the Galapa- 
gos Islands and explored our nation’s 
wetlands. I’ve met scientists, environ- 
mentalists, journalists and celebrities. 
Everywhere I’ve gone, I’ve encountered 
caring, giving people who have made 
protecting our environment a priority. 

But for all I’ve seen, for everything 
I’ve done and all the places I’ve visited, 
there is one experience that is always 
new, always changing and always makes 
me wonder and, sometimes, laugh out 
loud. Every time I meet with a group of 
kids I’m reminded of why I and so many 
other people work so hard to preserve 
the beauty of our natural world. Men- 
tion the ocean toa child and their eyes 
light up. Ask them about whales or dol- 
phins or sea turtles, and you’ll get a 
litany of facts, figures and explanations. 
Children accept our world uncondition- 
ally. When they’re happy, it shows. 
When they’re dissatisfied with the state 
of things, they’ll let you know. 

I got a glimpse of this recently during a 
visit toa second grade class at Marian 
Bergeson Elementary School in Laguna 
Niguel, CA. I was lucky enough to talk 
with a group of bright, funny kids right af- 
ter they had taken part in a clean-up pro- 
ject at a nearby southern California beach. 


OPPOSITE PHOTO: GARY FIRSTENBERG 


BLUE ADVENTURES 





Even at 7 years old, the kids were learning 
how important it is to become a caretaker 
for the environment. Being a curious per- 
son, I wanted to hear their take on some of 
these weighty issues. My “panel” includ- 
ed Johnny, Cassidy, Sarah F and Sarah G., 
Matt, and Jenna—all bubbling at the idea 
of sharing their thoughts with the readers 
of this magazine. 

The first thing we had to decide was 
who would answer my questions. Sarah, 
the most outgoing of the 
group, thought the first 
person who slammed their 
hand down on the table, 
“like they do in ‘Family 
Feud,’” should be given 
the honor of responding. 
We tried this a few times, 
and then moved on to the 
more democratic ap- 
proach of taking turns. 
With the new ground 
rules firmly in place—for 
the time being, anyway—I 
asked the group to start 
the discussion by naming a 
few different types of bodies of water. ‘The 
answers came fast and furious: “The 
Ocean!” “A River!” “Lakes!” “Streams!” 
“Ponds!”...“Fresno!”’ 

The last answer came from Matt. 

“Fresno?” I asked. 

“Fresno has water,” he said proudly. 

I couldn’t argue with his logic. Fresno 
does have water. I’m pretty sure of that. 

I could see I was in good hands. Clear- 
ly, this was an advanced group. So [| 
upped the ante and moved in with a real 
hardball question. Pollution is something 
that I often talk about when I meet with 
kids. They have very strong opinions on 
the subject and, in fact, they can be very 
persuasive in encouraging adults to cur- 
tail environmentally damaging habits. All 
it takes is one withering look from a little 
kid to make you pick up your chewing 
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gum wrappers for the rest of your life. 

“How can adults take more responsi- 
bility for the environment?” I asked. 

Cassidy’s hand shot up. 

“Don’t litter,” she said. “And don’t 
waste water...I turn off the water when 
I’m brushing my teeth.” 

“Yes,” I said, “that’s important.” I 
tried to remember if I had turned off my 
faucet that morning. I imagined the lec- 


ture these guys would give me if I had 


left the water running. 

Next, we talked about 
the types of trash they 
saw during their beach 
clean up experience. Ap- 
parently, the beach that 
day was littered with 
plastic water bottles, sty- 
rofoam, grocery bags, 
cigarette butts and beer 
cans. The kids asked me 
how adults could be so 
forgetful. 

“That trash washes 
out to sea,” Johnny said. 
“Fish eat it.” 

“But they don’t like it,” Jenna said. “If I 
were a dolphin and saw someone dropping 
trash in my home Id think that’s not fair.” 

Sarah F said when a dolphin sees trash, 
“’,.1t probably wants to swim away to 
someplace cleaner...probably farther out 
to sea, where we’ll never get to see 1t again.” 

I asked if any of them had seen really 
polluted water. The answer was a mix- 
ture of yes and no’s. Matt, who judging 
by his T-shirt was an active member of 
the Indian Guides, said he’d seen a dirty 
lake in Idaho once. He said the water was 
hard to see through. “It’s kind of smoky 
looking...and it smells,” he said. 

When I asked what dirty water smells 
like, Sarah G. said, “Polluted water 
smells like dirty socks.” She volunteered 
to take off her shoes to demonstrate. 

I told her that I got the point. = 
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Compact, lightweight, 
and truly portable 
4.2scfm* working pressure 4000psi 
Fills an 8Ocft tank to 3000psi 
in 19 min** 
Tri-chem air purification system 


Weight: 85 Ibs 
Size: L28” X D13” X H15” 


Comes ready-to-go! 
Just add gasoline or electricity 


Low maintenance 


g GO! 
AiR T ets) 
great ect mode 
(Gas ° 





Stationary, 
Continuous 
Duty Units 





Compact, 

fully automatic, 
high-pressure 
compressor 

for all breathing 
air applications! 





- Continuous duty capability 
10.8scfm* working pressure 5000psig 
° Tri-chem air purification system 


» Deluxe powder coated cabinet for quiet, 
stationary operation 


’ Automatic and manual purge condensate 
drain system w/collector and auto shutoff 


Air storage system compatible 
> Fills an 80cft tank to 3000psi in 7.5 min** 
> Comes with (2) filling hose assemblies 


Hectric 7.5hp, 220/440 volt - available in 
single or 3-phase @ 50 or 60 hz 





HIGH PRESSURE AIR COMPRESSOR SYSTEMS 


Phone: 830°257¢5006 Fax: 830°257°3720 e 
2807 Peddler Lane ¢ Kerrville, TX 78028 U.S.A. 


WWW.max-air.com 


*Based on charging an 8Ocft cylinder from S00psi to 3000psig 
**Time required to fill 8Ocft cylinder from 500psi to 3000psig 
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Underwater Photography & Art Festival 
April 2/7-May 4, 2002 “WuyLAND, 
Sponsored by 


«,, Professional and Beginner underwater photographers from around the world learning 
~ and competing to capture the best underwater images 


Dive with World Famous Photographers Marty Snyderman, 
Norbert Wu, David Fleetham and more 
Call today 


for your special 
Special Manta Ray Night Dives hotel/event package. 
Limited space available 


866.566.2278 
(866KonaArt) 


Art Festival showcasing the best local Artists. Email: KonaPhoto@BigIsle.net 
Guest appearance from Wyland 


Film Festival featuring David Doubilet 


Kids Day Snorkeling Treasure Hunt!!! 


5K Run/1k Swim Biathlon (Opening Day) 


www.skin-diver.com 
Art Contest (with local Schools) 


' Daily social events, post-dive activities, seminars and presentations 


VIP and Sponsored events and Receptions 


dive operators: 


Kona Coast Divers, Jacks Diving Locker, Eco-Adventures, 
Sea Paradise, Dive Fish, Manta Ray Dives of Hawaii 
Kona Aggressor, and Body Glove Cruises 


Sponsors: 


Big Island Visitors Bureau, Skin Diver, Body Glove, 
Aloha Airlines, Pelican Products, Sea and Sea, 
Kodak, Oceanic,Royal Kona Resort 

and Kona Village Resort 
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For the Ultimate in Scuba 
Travel throughout the World... 


Let our All-Diver Staff find that Perfect Dive Vacation 


Bonaire | 


Belize 

















Caymans 


Costa Rica 


Cayman. Located away 
northwest Corner of the 
Ocated directly in 
9 Included j 
uded an iy 


de to order 5 
reaktf, ; 
a better dedicated-dive: ay 


Cozumel 
Curacao 
Dominica 
Galapagos 
Guam 


Honduras 


Fiji 
Palau * a ee 
Truk Traders Ridge YAp 
Traders Rid 
Turks competitive 27? Only 5 
& Caicos 
th : N Unique 1800' 
Solomons availa nent R ae at resort as ite . 
Combination ; as Well 
St. Luca trip with Pala 
Yap 


to book your next trip! 


ULTIMATE caALL: 1-800-737-DIVE (3483) 
1 W/[= on FAX: 630-616-0727 
ae EMAIL: Udive@ultimatedivetravel.com 


TRAVEL CHECK OUR WEB SITE! WWW.ultimatedivetravel.com 
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We all dream of the ultimate getaway—just offshore the diving stirs your soul and 
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Wander as blissfully as a cloud along 
the exquisite beaches of Wakaya. 
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A few hours later, a staffer landed on the grass strip, eye- 
lash glue in hand, and with perfect aplomb, personally deliv- 
ered it, along with some Taitinger champagne and flowers to 
mitigate the suffering the missing substance had caused. All 
was well, and public life was once again restored for the 
notoriously camera-happy Carol. Her relief was palpable, 
and we quickly realized that her request was not the most 
challenging the staff of 130 helpful, friendly Fijians had had 
to fulfill for its star-studded clientele. 

The Wakaya Club has only nine traditional Fijian cottages 
(dures) hidden among the native flora. They are immaculate, 
each with A/C, gleaming plank floors, spacious living room, 
unlimited use wet bar, oversized tub and lava rock-walled 
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ss Palm Grove Pavilion is the 
‘ Sotial ‘hub-of Wakaya. 
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shower, sunset beach views, and a king-size, four poster bed 
so comfortable I could have easily spent my entire stay in its 
embrace. The tennis court comes complete with a tennis pro, 
and the lonely strips of beach, tropical spa and masseuse 
help ease the strain of life away. It was easy to see why so 
many of Hollywood’s who’s who had slipped away to relax 
here. To complete the getaway, television and telephones are 
not to be found in the rooms. 

Diving in Wakaya is a very personal affair. George, a native 
Fijian, accompanied me on my dives. A veteran of the local 
reefs, his knowledge and keen eye made each hour underwa- 
ter a visual banquet. And, every site was a one- to five- 
minute boat ride away—hardly time to feel the normal thrill 
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of pre-dive anticipation. 

Our favorite was the Manta cleaning station. Every morn- 
ing at eight sharp, a Manta Ray waited for the first divers of 
the day. The Mantas would hover over a pyramid-shaped 
coral head perched on the edge of the drop-off that came 
within 15 feet of the surface. A cloud of anthias formed a 
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living crown at the coral peak and would part as the Manta 
attempted to hover, while being attended by tiny cleaner 
wrasse and butterflyfish. On subsequent visits we also saw 
tiny cowries with red mantles on red gorgonian coral, jelly- 
fish from the open ocean that had drifted in, along with a 
huge Dogtooth Tuna. The one day we arrived at the site 
late, the ray had gone off somewhere, probably to call its 
agent and demand more attention be paid to its important 
schedule. 

Several of the Mantas had large crescent-shaped divots 
missing from the trailing edge of their wings. George said 
that Great and Scalloped Hammerheads are seen on some of 
Wakaya’s dives. 

The reefs around the island offer everything from sheltered 
snorkeling to deep walls with huge gorgonian fans. On the off- 


Nukubati: A secret Island Enclave in the North 


Nestled inside the Great Sea Reef 
off Vanua Levu, the private island of © 
Nukubati is another of Fiji's ultimate 
temptations for divers looking for an 
exclusive hideaway. With access by — 
seaplane and a maximum of 14 | 
guests and 40 friendly staff, you will Honeymoon Island. 
feel as if you have been castaway in a south seas dream world. Of course, 
nearly everything is included—meals, beverages, snorkeling (additional 
charge for scuba), private island picnics, local village visits and more. Or, 
you can just soak up the romance and follow your whims. 

The diving is among the best in Fiji and so unexplored and pristine you 
will even have the opportunity to name your own site. In fact, Nukubati is 
the only resort on the remote north coast, so you’re almost guaranteed to 
have the reefs to yourself. Each morning, a dive boat backs up to the 
beach just steps from your luxurious, yet simple, dure. In order to dive, all 
you do is climb out of bed, stretch and walk about ten steps to the boat. 
The dive sites have a dazzling abundance of sea life—massive sea fans, 
kaleidoscope-colored soft corals and a fascinating spectrum of creatures 
from shockingly gaudy nudibranchs to Manta Rays. 
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shore side of the main pass, we encountered 
the most current, and also the most diverse 
abundance of marine life. A ledge at 80 feet is 
home to several Blue Ribbon Eels, and just 
below them is a rubble zone where, for the 
first time, I was able to capture four different 
species of dartfish on film on the same dive. 
Clusters of whip coral colonies adorn fingers 
of reef that extend from the drop-off and 
gorgonian fans with resident Longnose 
Hawkfish color the sides of crevices that lead 
up to the top of the wall. Highlights include a 
sandy sea of garden eels, clouds of anthias 
over crimson soft coral reefs and huge lionfish 
that are as fearless as their namesake. 

After each dive, Carol would croon the 
word, “Puuuurrrrfect.” It was a word of her 
own making, which we all quickly took to. 

All of this makes it difficult to remove 
your regulator, but when you do, the options 
seem endless. The island is crawling with 
wildlife, including monkeys, wild pigs, hors- 
es, colorful birds and fallow deer. For 
golfers, a nine-hole course winds through a 
19th century coconut grove (watch for 
falling coconuts). For seclusion or romance, 
a staff member will strand you at a private 
beach for the day, complete with gourmet 
picnic lunch and a phone to call with when 
you're ready to return. 

Dinner is served under the 60-foot-high 


ceilings of the Palm Grove Pavilion, which 
also contains ancestral war clubs, other 


The 8:00 am Manta: 


Fijian artifacts and art, and of course, the sunken bar where 
guests mingle before dining. 

For the most part, the staff are all native Fijiians who live 
on Wakaya with their families. Their village contains a 
school and 19th century style church, which 1s open to 
guests on Sunday. One evening a week guests can gather for 
a meke and lovo. This is a traditional Fijian dance, followed 
by a feast of native foods wrapped in banana leaves and 


Minutes from shore, the aquatic 
attractions always please. 


cooked over hot stones buried in the sand. To add to the fes- 
tivities, Barbi and Carol borrowed a guitar and joined the 
band for a couple of numbers. 

The quality of the diving kept me in the water on most 
days, although Barbi managed to humble me at tennis on our 
final day. She and Carol did several of the hikes around 
Wakaya, returning with stories of ancient Fijian ruins, wild 
horses and deer, and a rocky cliff known as The Chieftains 
Leap. It is accurate to say that none of us went home having 
seen everything, but by the last day, Carol’s catch word “puu- 
uurrrrfect” had begun to echo among the coconut palms. ~ 
Special thanks to Wakaya Club, World of Diving, Nukubat, 
Sun Aw, Air New Zealand and Body Glove. 


SKIN DIVER FEBRUARY 2002 89 





* 
00 agi A, sive 
oo ra ~_e 
a 








oo 


had ea Hlenty about what a great sailing destinétion the British Virgin Islands were, but when it came to 
ie diving | had heard mostly about the famous wreck of the RMS Ahone where The Deep was filmed. 
Although thoughts of 7he Jeep set me daydreaming about the beautiful Jacqueline Bisset wearing scuba 
gear like no one else can, | can’t honestly say that | thought the diving would impress me. But, just as Bisset 


had commanded the attention of every movie-going male in America, the diving in the BVis held me. spellbound. 
From the very first dive briefing at Seal Bog Rock, our-divemaster, Alex.Dressler of SinchasebSeuhaelisted off 


the many things that we might see. “You might see rivers of Silversides with farpon feeding on themplacge stingrays 
down in the sand; Cauliflower Jellyfish with juvenile fish hiding in their tentacles; and our Usual assortment of 


tropical fish and coral life.” 
Yeah, sure, \ thought.to. myself. 


Within moments of entering the water, | had been 
proven the pessimist and Alex the truthsayer. As we 
swam. frem the boat toward the rock pinnacle, we 
encountered aCauliflower Jellyfish with tentacles hang- 
ing down.3 er 6ifeerbelow its laminescent bell. In its 
Aentacles were hidiag’an assortment of juvenile fish that 
found.refuge and protection from predators. Then, as we 
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neared the pinnacle, what Seemed to be.a gigantic rock 
overhang shifted and a hole opened up in it as a ‘Larpon 
Swam through’a solid, living mass of silversides.* 
Underneath the school of Silversides the light was.com- | 
pletely blocked out. As each Tarpon took its turn testing 
the school, a circular opening would appear above its 
head, forming a spotlight of sunshine that illuminated 
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A Tarpon prowls a spectacular buffet 
of Silversides. Below: Beauty both 
dangerous (Cauliflower Jellyfish) and 
sublime (orchid). 


the Tarpon’s silvery scales. Joining the Tarpon 
in their assault on the silversides were jacks and 
snapper. Fifty feet below, from their resting 
places in the white sand bottom, large stingrays 


watched the drama unfold above. And yes, there 
was quite an assortment of tropical fish and 
coral life. 

At the wreck of the Rhone, Alex said we might 
see Jawfish, schools of grunts and snapper, and a 
propeller that would make a diver look like a flea 
on an elephant’s back. He again came through with all as 
promised. The jawfish posed politely for the camera, as did 
the abundant schools of fish. In fact, there was a Spanish 
Hogfish that should have been named a “camera hogfish.” It 
wouldn’t leave me alone, often posing so close to the lens I 
couldn’t focus. 

Of course, the Rhone lived up to all of its expectations. 
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Lying in 75 feet of water, she is a gorgeous wreck that wears 

her years of marine growth well. Despite having sunk in 

1867 and more recently having been blown apart because of 

the navigation hazard she posed, parts of her are still 

remarkably intact. As good a dive as this was, there was 

another, lesser known wreck that really opened my eyes to 
diving the BVIs. 

One morning Alex greeted me 
with a big smile. “Guess where 
we're going today?” he asked, 
then answered, “The Chikuzen.” 

The Chikuzen is a 250-foot 
refrigerator ship that used to sup- 
port the Japanese fishing fleet 
until it was abandoned and inten- 
tionally set adrift. After posing a 
threat to several islands as it 
meandered around the Carib- 
bean, the ghost ship finally sank 
about seven and a half miles 
north of Tortola on a flat, white 

sand bottom in 75 feet of water. She rests on her port side 
and is almost completely intact. So far from land, divers are 
at the mercy of the open ocean when they attempt to dive 
her. Half of the dive trips planned to this wreck have to be 
rescheduled due to the ocean conditions, but luck was on 
our side. We had calm seas and sunny skies. 

After we made the 45-minute boat ride out, Alex began his 







































































briefing. “On this dive we have the potential to see 
reef sharks, a 300-pound Goliath Grouper (for- 
merly known as a Jewfish), schools of barracuda, 
Cobia, stingrays and huge schools of fish that stay 
close to the wreck.” Alex was beaming. I had seen 
enough to know that Alex may very well be the 
Pied Piper of sea creatures in the BVIs, but this 
new list was a very tall order. 

We wasted no time and jumped into the water, 
where we were immediately greeted by a school of 
barracuda. Next, we had begun our descent down 
the mooring line when I spotted a reef shark swim- 
ming a wide perimeter around the wreck. Nearing 
the base of the mooring, we noticed something 
quite large that seemed to be attached to the moor- 
ing chain. Later, Alex said that the divemasters 
have a tradition of tying something strange like a 
shoe to the mooring chain to leave for the next vis- 
itor to find, but this time it looked like they had left 
an engine block. It turned out to be a 300-pound 
Goliath Grouper waiting to greet us. This 
immense grouper accompanied us as we swam over 
the white sandy bottom covered with stingrays and 
through dense schools of ‘Tomtate (a variety of 
grunt), while we explored the outside of this ghost- 
ly wreck. Another resident of the Chikuzen that we 
encountered—a 5-foot barracuda—was so brazen, 
I could have touched my camera lens to its nose. 
Just to round out the dive, the occasional Cobia 
swam past. Once again, Alex scored a perfect 10. 

During some of the few moments that I was dry, 
I visited the beautiful rock formations of The 
Baths and drove 
through the lush . : - AER 
hillsides of Virgin -™~ a ee? 
Gorda where I was \e le 


: —— ; 
presented with one : 1a ~ 
ad another \s \JB Tle BVI's waterworld: Whether that 
breathtaking vista eee) meansa quiet snorkel or a tipping 
of white a oee i © \\ @ turn ona windsurfer, there's ~ 
beaches and hid- a, =e | . something wet for every cr | 
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Gorda is a beauti- 
ful island with 
plenty to explore, 
but I was happy 
simply relaxing at 
the Bitter End 
Yacht Club. 


Available to all of 
the guests at the 


on the beach as windsurfers-in-training sailed past. 
Accessible only by boat, the Bitter End Yacht Club is 
on the northeastern tip of Virgin Gorda where the 
Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic meet. I stayed in one of 
the beachfront villas facing east. From my screened-in 
sanctuary, I watched the sun rise from the Atlantic every 
morning. Between the afternoon dives and dinner, I 
relaxed in the hammock on my wraparound porch, 
Bitter End, is an enjoyed the refreshing tradewinds and watched the sun 
armada of boats set in the Caribbean. While swaying in the breeze, slip- 
ranging from 11- ping in and out of sleep, the real world seemed to melt 
foot Boston Whalers to windsurfers to a variety of sailboats away, replaced by this tropical indulgence that seemed too 
from Sunfish to Freedom 30s. The use of most of these boats, good to be true. 
as well as sailing lessons, are included with your stay at the The only bitter part of my stay was leaving. ** 
resort. I watched from the comfort of a nice Adirondack chair Special thanks to Sunchaser Scuba and the Bitter End Yacht Club. 


SKIN DIVER FEBRUARY 2002 93 


[ | screamed into my mouthpiece to get Jen's attention, but it w 


| | ate, At the last second she lifted her head! and her body instan 
} | Went rigid when she saw the huge creature about to collide with ier 
fh | cringed, but my fears were assuaged as both Jen and Mania 
birostris did a graceful, impromptu ballet by pure reflex. With a single 
downbeat of its spectacular wings, the huge creature arched iis 
cartilaginous bulk and slid past Jen, just inches from her startled 
face. We were 30 feet down in Bora Bora’s 
picture-perfect lagoon, and it was Jen's 
first encounter with the famous Giant Manta. 


Sojourner, our boat, home and dive base, was gently 
rocking in the azure lagoon of Bora Bora, her keel seemingly 
levitated 11 feet above brilliant coral sand. Beneath us, rare Giant Mussels, 
more than a foot in width, filtered the already crystal-clear water. Nearby, 
squadrons of Mantas patrolled the inner lagoon channel, tracing the same 
invisible circuit they had for centuries. We were surrounded by wildlife and 
our own lives were more in tune to the marine world than ever before. 

One typical day began with a mind-blowing Manta rendezvous, 
Visibility was good carly in the morning, and we were soon free-falling 
through a gentle current to the silty bottom at 80 feet. Within 
minutes, Jen spotted the first one, a small patch of white, which 
became brighter, then metamorphosed into the triangular form of 
a Manta flying effortlessly toward us. “wo, three, then more until a 
squadron of six were heading downcurrent in our direction. Dropping 
low for silhouette shots, | was completely overwhelmed by the biomass 
approaching. Like a spaceship from HG. Wel?s War of the Worlds, a mas- 
sive Manta blotted out the sun and propelled itself over me with a sinuous 
beat of its 15-foot wings. The down-turned, gaping slit of its mouth was 
ominous, but the creature’s grace dispelled any fear in me. Its cephalic fins 
were unrolled, funneling nutrients into its gentle mouth, and the protrud- 
ing black eye remained static and cold. Peering into that mysterious eye, | 
wondered if 20 million years of evolution had given it the gift of Curiosity. 
It shd past a few feet away, its two rows of gills slicing the brilliant white 
underside. ‘To my left, Jen was poised between the wings of another B+52, 
finning furiously to experience the ultimate over-the-shoulder view. ‘They 
repeatedly banked around us, somersaulting, looping and arching around 
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our cumbersome forms. We returned 
to Sojourner with a humbleness one 
can only get from sharing the same 
space with such majestic creatures. 

This was only one attraction to 
Bora Bora—a place often described 
as the most beautiful island in the 
world. A submerged volcanic crater, 
the island is dominated by Mt. 

Otemanu, a massive volcanic plug 

that provides an ever-changing and 

dramatic backdrop to the lumines- 

cent lagoon. Standing on a perfect 

motu beach, the coconut palms 

frame the consummate tropical 

scene. Dense equatorial greens cling 

to reddish basaltic cliffs, while above, 

the intense blue sky is splashed with 

puffy tradewind clouds. Below, the 

coralline sand of the shallow lagoon & iM 
returns so much light that the clouds [ia sana 
glow with a cerulean green that can % 
be seen by boats from afar. 

We pulled the anchor and headed toward Teavanui Pass 
on the West Side of Bora. Sojourner’s genoa caught the 
trades and propelled us gently around the island. In no time 
we were descending the vertical rock face of the deep pass 
which cuts through the fringing reef, a place where pelagic 
critters congregate to exploit the enhanced productivity. 
The walls of the pass were encrusted with yellow and pur- 
ple corals; huge Unicorn Fish patrolled the drop-offs. I 
glanced upward to see two Spotted Eagle Rays crossing the 
sun in perfect formation as they swam upcurrent in search 


; ‘Fifty shadesfof azure reach 
ve. -~*" from the shores to the heavens. 


of new hunting grounds. Nooks 
and crannies were guarded with 
Big Eye Squirrelfish and a pair of 
stately French Angels meandered 
past, foraging for sponges. 
Turning back 180 degrees toward 
the open ocean, we drifted through 
the pass and ascended to a lunar 
landscape of coral rock carved by 
thousands of years of currents. 
Deep gullies connected to form 
pillars of rock 20 to 30 feet high, 
with overhangs plastered with a 
kaleidoscope of invertebrates and 

the ever-present Clownfish. 
It was time to sample some of 
the outer reef action. As a guest of 
Michel Condesse, owner of Bora 
Dive Center, we headed out to 
‘Dat Muri Muri, on the northern tip of 
the reef. This dive was to teach me 
a valuable lesson—never get com- 
placent with sharks. The start was 
awesome, sand valleys leading to spectacular coral canyons, 
pelagics everywhere, a massive Green Turtle, schooling 
*cudas and huge trevallies cruising in the blue. But the real 
adrenaline was to come at the end. Ascending alone to 15 
feet, I was immediately surrounded by dozens of Gray 
Sharks that were moving fast and not showing their usual 
shyness. Two particularly fat Grays immediately rushed 
me, passing within inches of my face. My knee-jerk reac- 
tion was to fire the shutter, blinding them with my big 
Ikelite strobes. This made things worse and they became 








Under the Spell of Rahutu Noanoa 


* 9 
Escaping to Bora Bora’s 
Pearl Beach Besort 


Long ago, according to the Tahitian legend of Point Tata, chiefs would 
scatter feathers on a cliff. The way the feathers fell would determine a per- 
son’s destiny—whether or not they would be able to enter Rahutu Noanoa, a 
place of supreme perfection where the water sparkles like diamonds and are 
abundant with fish. My feathers led me to experience Bora Bora. 

Only 10 steps off the plane in Bora Bora, and |’m leid by a gracious 
Polynesian vahine with a brilliant smile. Though famous for cultivating 
exquisite black pearls, the most precious and rare gem of the French 
Polynesian islands are its people with their twinkling eyes, radiant smiles 
and sweet nature. Their philosophy of life, a/ta pea pea (not to worry), is truly 
the Tahitian way. 

Later, we arrive at Pearl Beach Resort, a resort that stretches out into Bora 
Bora’s perfect blue lagoon. It offers 50 overwater bungalows. We were greet- 
ed with a Tiare, the star-shaped flower that is the national emblem of Tahiti. 

Our accommodations came fully equipped with king-size bed, minibar, 
television and an overwater terrace offering a brilliant view of the South 
Pacific sunset. A step-ladder on the deck entices us into the clear blue 
waters below. The feature de-créme of the overwater bungalow is the glass 
bottom floor panel, allowing incurable romantics to sip a maitai in the room, 
while watching the playful parrotfish swim just underneath. It even pulls 
back so you can feed the fish that gather so close to your magical abode. My 


by Heather Brown 





The entrancing experience 
of Pearl Beach Resort. 





companion and | conclude that this setting is responsible for the phenome- 
non of couples emerging each morning with what we called a ‘bunga-g/ow.’ 

Most nights are spent feasting at the resort facilities in the company of 
other guests and watching the elaborate fire dancing shows. Afterward, we 
played guitar on the balcony before slipping into sleep with the sound of the 
waves lapping at the shore. That’s what Bora Bora’s Pearl Beach Resort is 
all about. An escape. A refuge. A spiritual reminder that life can be simple, 
centered and good. 
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very twitchy, bolting back toward me 
again, only this time hitting my body. 
I shoved one away with the camera 
while kicking the other with a flipper. 
But I knew the bump was a precursor 
to a bite, and I was now extremely 
worried. Then it dawned on me—the 
strobes! The capacitors were creating 
a strong electrical field each time they 
recycled and that, together with my 
rapid movements, was exciting the 
sharks. [immediately switched off the 


The ubiquitous Clownfish 
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strobes and 

within — sec- 

onds the pack 

calmed down 

and: > relaxeds 

resuming their normal languid cir- 
cling pattern. But it took me a lot 
longer to relax and to forget how close 
I had come to being bitten by a 
Gray Shark. 

Bora was not lacking excitement 
above water either. In the evenings, 
we’d watch in awe 
as the Polynesian 
dancers exploded 
in rhythm to the 
beat of percus- 
sion at a dance 
festival. Fire 
dancers would 
spin and writhe 
with flaming 
sticks, and village 
choirs would sing 
with such power, 


in Teavanii Pass. they could be 


Plead Below left: A Polynesian fire dancer 


. “tells ancient stories with words of flame. 


"Below ie Tales of the irresistible beauty of 


Tahitian women prove true. 
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heard across the water. That last night 
we drifted in a dinghy, sipping 
Chardonnay under a full moon. Silver 
light rippled on the sandy bottom 
through water so clear, it felt as if we 
were flying. But our time in Bora was 
nearly over, six weeks of pure paradise 
was all we could allow. We had a special 
appointment with another lifelong 
dream—to swim with Humpback 
Whales, and in two months they would 
be calving in the warm waters of 
Tonga. But between Tonga and us was 
1,500 miles of blue water, dozens of 
tropical islands and countless more 
incredible adventures. 


Thanks to Michel and Anne Condesse at 


Bora Dive Center, Ocean Enterprises in 
San Diego, Ultralight Systems and Fuji 
Professional. 
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Konda Village Resort, Hawaii 
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he sarcasm must have been dripping off George Orwell's fingers as he penned the words, but 
sometimes it’s absolutely true: Less is more. The first puzzle that occupies the mind of a bot- 
tom-feeding dive bum, such as myself; when assigned to spend the weekend at a resort where 


some of the rooms go for a nightly rate in excess of my monthly mortgage payments is: What makes 
this room worth five times as much as a Holiday Inn? After all, my room at the Kona Village Resort was 
just a grass shack. OK, it was a very nice little thatched-roof Polynesian-style ha/e (house), but noth- 


ing ostentatious. 


I found that part of the reason guests are willing 
to pay more for one of these simple dwellings than 
a regular hotel room is because of all the amenities 
that it doesn’t have. There is no television, no tele- 
phone, no radio and no elevator. Some of the 
guests at the Kona Village have mherited wealth, 
but many are business executives and:professionals 
with high-pressure lifestyles who desperately need 
to escape from such modern conveniences when 
they go on vacation. Yes, there are phones, fax 


machines and data ports at the resort.office, and 
messages. can be delivered to your room (if you 
wish), but they are well hidden. Visitors are even 
requested ‘to restrict cell phone use to-the.privacy 
of their-own-Aales, as most of the guests do not 
want to-even see a phone while they are escaping 
civilization. 

When it opened in 1965, Kona Village was‘acces- 
sible’ only by Small plane? Nowy it is within easy 
reach of the new highway and international airport, 


Text and Photography by Doug Perrine 
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A.pod of Spinner Dolphins 
cruises over a Kona reef. 


















but still offers an ambience of total isolation and exclusivity. 
The resort not only looks like a Polynesian village, but also 
sounds a lot like one (minus the pigs, dogs, roosters and cry- 
ing babies). At night you hear only the sound of the wind and 
sea. There is no traffic noise, no soundtrack from the Jackie 
Chan movie playing in the room next door, no drumbeat from 
the disco downstairs—only the simple sounds of nature. 
Having stayed in real Polynesian fishing villages in the 
South Seas, I can vouch for the similarity of the experience, 
but with a critical difference. The magic word here is “ser- 
vice.” In the real South Seas you might not spend much to 
rent a grass shack, but there would be no hot bath and no cold 
drinks. In my hale at the Kona Village, there was no noisy ice- 
maker, but there was always ice. No one ever knocked on the 
door. I never saw anyone enter or leave the hale, but the bed 
was always made; there were always fresh towels; and the ice 


een ea Turtle off Kona. 
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, swim forward 


bucket was always full. If you ask a staff member how to find 
something, they usually don’t just give directions. They offer 
to take you there. An atmosphere of casual elegance is main- 
tained. Shorts are not welcome at dinner, but neither are coats 
and ties. 

The sailing excursions and dive trips are operated by 
Hualalai Watersports, an independent concession owned by 
Paul Warren and Willie Ward. The diving services are tai- 
lored to fit the type of clientele that typically vacations at the 
Kona Village. These are not gung-ho sleep-on-the-deck 
gorilla divers. Instead, we are talking about highly successful 
people who dive occasionally as a leisure activity. Most are 
here for a relaxing vacation with their families and have no 
interest in defying death, lugging heavy items around or fill- 
ing up a log book in a week. Accordingly, all gear is provided 
and the dive boat pulls right up to the resort beach to pick up 
the guests, who have only to bring themselves and their 
swimsuits. A typical dive day lasts from about 8:45 AM to 
12:15 PM, and includes two relatively shal- 
low dives requiring only a brief surface 
interval, during which complimentary 
refreshments and dry towels are provided. 
Most of the dive sites are within 10 min- 
utes of the resort beach and group size is 
limited to seven divers per guide. No cattle 
boat diving here. 

Just because the diving is easy and conve- 
nient does not mean that it is not good div- 
ing. Kona Village happens to sit smack in the 
middle of the most extensive area of coral 
reef on the Kona Coast. Most of the under- 
water topography, however, is shaped not by 
coral, but by the lava substrate. Molten lava 
is as plastic as taffy and able to 
assume a myriad of fantastic 
shapes. It is not constrained by the 
limits of coral growth. There are 
enough arches around here to 
impress a McDonald’s executive 
from St. Louis. Much of the div- 
ing is done within a “fish replen- 
ishment area,” protected from 
tropical fish collectors by recent 
legislation. Turtles, octopus, dol- 
phins, Mantas and Giant Frogfish 
are frequently seen. Because the 
area 1s so far from where any other 
dive operations are based, it is 
exceedingly rare to see another 
dive boat in the area. 

For more dedicated divers, 
afternoon and night dives can be 
scheduled if a minimum number of divers is 
met. By the time you read this, a fast, com- 
fortable new catamaran dive boat should be 
in service that will make extended adventure 
dive safaris practical. On nearly half of the 
night dives, it is possible to observe Manta 


bump into a 





Rays doing barrel rolls to scoop up 
plankton rising to the surface at night. 
Shore diving 1s also available, includ- 
ing scooter dives with a diver propul- 
sion vehicle. Scuba lessons are con- 
ducted in the pool, including com- 
plete PADI or NAUI certification 
courses, and the “Bubble Blower” 
program for kids 8 to 11 years old. For 
the truly dedicated, the owners also 
have a live-aboard yacht, the 


Sunseeker, available for multi-day, 
chartered dive safaris. 

While the dives I did were excel- 
lent, I have to admit that some of my 
most magical marine life encounters 


occurred while I was out of the 
water. Walking along the long cres- 
cent salt-and-pepper beach in the 
afternoon, I observed a half-dozen 
Green Sea Turtles feeding on algae 
on beach rock in water only inches 
deep. As the tide went out, the tur- 
tles crawled up onto the beach to 
bask in the sun. Some of them felt 
secure enough to spend the night 
there. That evening, while dining on 
gourmet fare in the resort restaurant, 
I watched through the window as a 
Manta fed under the lights on the 
beach just outside. Walking out onto 
the beach after dinner, I joined a 
small group of guests observing this 





“Yellow Tangs and butterflyfish 
brighten the Volcanic-Substrate 
e g ‘, all re , id $ at Vi! 


iV 4 x | - * 
— te a 


Wagsetys'" 


- 
i 


ritual that occurs nightly except during the full moon. 
Gulping plankton in water barely deep enough to submerge 
its body, every detail of the Manta’s beautifully patterned 
form was plainly visible. In winter, Humpback Whales are 
often seen near the beach and can be leisurely observed from 


the decks of the seaside hales (although a better view is usu- 
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Staying hereis a big ticket, but thay 


don't nickel and dyne you on the small 
stuff. In fact, nearly everything is 
included: meals, tennis courts, fitness 
center, kayaks, Sunfish sajlboats, 
plass-bottom boat tours, snorkel gear, 
body boards, children’s. programs, 
instruction in traditional Hawaiian 


cultural arts and more 





ally had on the catamaran cruises). Their songs can be heard 
loudly while diving or snorkeling. 

Nature lovers and history buffs will find much more to 
enjoy, including the native and exotic waterfowl inhabiting the 
brackish ponds behind the beach, the extensive fields of 
ancient Hawaiian petroglyphs (rock art) and the collection of 
Hawaiian artifacts at the /uau restaurant. The Friday /uau 
(Hawaiian feast) is one of the best on the Kona Coast, and fea- 
tures a variety of Polynesian dances, including the most 
impressive fire dancing I’ve ever seen. If you would enjoy slip- 
ping back in time for a relaxing sojourn in the gentle Hawau 
of yesteryear, and steeping yourself in spectacular scenery 
above and below water while dining and being treated like roy- 
alty, you might want to consider the Kona Village Resort. You 
simply have to decide to what level of royalty you aspire. ** 
Special thanks to Kona Village Resort and Hualalat Watersports. 
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he Maldives is one of those exotic destinations of 

which dreams are made. A fringe of tall, swaying 

palm trees lays under azure skies and puffy white 

clouds. The rich blue of an equatorial sea wraps 

around beds of islands bordered by snow-white 

beaches. And beneath that blanket of sun-drenched water is 

literally one of the most marine-rich areas of the world. Easy 

words, but difficult to comprehend without firsthand knowl- 

edge. Tuna and other gamefish share space with Manta Rays, 

Whale Sharks, Napoleon Wrasse, reef sharks and an abun- 
dance of smaller fish and some truly rare invertebrates. 

This island nation is perched on the edges of coral atolls, 

the rims of volcanic cones, slowly accumulating coral 

growth. At this moment, the highest point in the country is 

a mere 8 feet above sea level. Divers can visit the inner edge 
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of the atoll, inner reefs called thilas, the outside of the reef 
or the cuts between. 

No matter where you submerge, the one thing you will see 
on virtually every dive is fish, fish and more fish! Turtles are 
plentiful. Schooling fish are almost frightening in their abun- 
dance. The variety of macro life is intimidating. Set your 
camera for wide-angle photos, and you will find an outra- 
geously colored nudibranch. When set up for macro, a manta 
will do barrel rolls over your head. Hard coral growth may 
have taken a serious hit in 1998 due to the warming effects of 
El Nino, but soft coral growth was not affected and the 
rebound growth of hard corals has been strong. 

The number of dive sites within North Male Atoll is quite 
large. That said, every diver visiting Kuda Huraa will want to 
put Rainbow Reef at the top of their must-do list. It is a mini- 





Four views of tropical 
perfection: unique 
culture; exhilarating 
marine life; reef 

vistas and unforgettable 
pampering. 


Text and Photography 
by Michael Lawrence 


wall stretching hundreds of yards, a wall literally dripping 
with brilliantly tinted soft corals. Huge sea fans adorned with 
crinoids sprout from the face, with schools of tropicals sur- 
rounding them. Other well-known sites include Aquarium, 
named and famed for the variety of fish species found there, 
Okobe Thila with its convoluted reef structure and huge 
number of schooling fish, and Nassimo Thila with its resi- 
dent group of Napoleon Wrasse. But this short list barely 
scratches the surface of what is available off Kuda Huraa. 

It is capturing this essence of abundancy both above and 
below the water that inspired the creation of the Four 
Seasons on the island of Kuda Huraa. Situated on the atoll of 
North Male, just 30 minutes from the primary entry airport 
at Male, the capitol of the Maldives, the Four Seasons is 
geared toward divers and epitomizes tropical elegance. The 








decor takes its cue from the sea, 
with aquatic-themed sculp- 
tures that grace the property 
and shell-formed carvings that 
dominate the interior design. This 1s a true ocean resort. 

Accommodations take several forms. Kuda Huraa is tiny, 
only 12 acres total, taking just 10 to 15 minutes to walk from 
one end to the other. On the island itself, guests stay in charm- 
ing thatch-roofed beach bungalows. The rooms are spacious 
and open, 15 feet to the peak of the ceiling, larger than king- 
size beds crowned by billowing finely-knit nets, with satellite 
television, refrigerators and a decor matching the cultures of 
the Indian Ocean. 

On the far end of the island are water bungalows. 
Extending from the beach, perched on stilts and connected 
by a broad wooden walkway, these bungalows are the ulti- 
mate retreat, allowing total pampered isolation. Each cabin 
has all the amenities the resort can offer plus complete pri- 
vacy. If you want to be seen, you can. If not, no one will 
know you exist. 

Just offshore is the Four Seasons House Reef. It offers 
great opportunities for photography and fish observation. 
Depths are as shallow as 25 feet, allowing extended dive 
times. Pipefish are very common, as are other fish consid- 
ered rare. For a reef so close to a populated island, the vari- 


ety of fish and the health of the reef is extraordinary. * 


Special thanks to Four Seasons Kuda Huraa and Singapore 
Airlines. 
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ETTING THERE: There are no direct 
flights to the BVI from the U.S. or Canada. 
The easiest way to get there is to fly to 
§an Juan, Puerto Rico, or St. Thomas, 
U.S.V.1., then continue to your destination 
via inter-island flights or ferry service from 
§t. Thomas. American Airlines, Delta and US 
Airways have direct flights from several U.S. 
destinations to St. Thomas and St. Croix. 
Most flights from Europe connect via Miami 
or San Juan before flying on to St. Thomas. 
There's a U.S. $10 air tax when leaving the 
British Virgin Islands. 

FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To 
Visit: Year-round. The rainy season is 
September through December; the driest is 
January through March. Water conditions 
are calmest April through August. Peak 
tourist season is December through April. 
Hurricane season is September and October. 
Topside Climate: Winter 73 to 82°F, 
summer 79 to 88°F. Water Temp- 
erature: On average, winter 72°F, sum- 
mer 86°F. Exchange Rate: The U.S. 
dollar is the official currency of the BVI. 
Time Difference: Eastern Standard 
Time plus | hour. No daylight-saving time. 
CONTACTS: (Virgin Gorda) Dive BVI 
(800) 848-7078 www.divebvi.com 
Kilbride’s Sunchaser Scuba (800) 932-4286 
www.come.to/bvi * The Bitter End Yacht 
Club (800) 872-2392 www.beyc.com 
RESOURCES: BVI Tourist Board (800) 
835-8530 www.bviwelcome.com * Lonely Planet Guide to the BVI 
www.lonelyplanet.com * Moon Handbooks, www.moon.com © Skin 
Diver Online, www.skin-diver.com 


FUI 


GETTING THERE: Air New Zealand (among others) flies direct 
from Los Angeles (12 hours) several times a week. 

FACTS & TIPS: Best Time to Visit: Tomorrow. Any time it 
Is snowing, sleeting, hailing, too cold, too hot, too windy, or raining. 
When houseguests threaten to visit. When the neighbor's dog barks 
too loud. Today. Topside Climate: Tropical, but it does rain 
often and can be breezy and cool, so rain gear and a light jacket 
are a good idea. The rainiest season is from December through 
February. May through October is the driest time of year. Tradewinds 
bring year-round afternoon and evening sea breezes. Water 
Temperature: Typically 76 to 83°F. Exchange Rate: |.00 
(USD) = 2.31 (FJD) Fiji Dollars. The U.S. dollar is accepted at many 
major resorts, but it is best to have some local currency when trav- 
eling. Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time plus 17 hours. 
CONTACTS: Air New Zealand (800) 262-1234 
www.airnewzealand.com/gateway.jsp or www.dive.inthepacific.com * 
Air Fiji (877) 247-3454 www.airfijinet © Air Pacific (800) 227- 
4446 www.airpacific.com or www.warmdivescooldeals.com * Qantas 
Airways (800) 227-4500 www.qantas.com * Sun Air (800) 294- 
4864 www.fiji.to * Nukubati Island Resort (888) 345-4669 
www.nukubati.com © Wakaya Club (800) 828-3454 
www.wakaya.com © World of Diving (800) 900-7657 www.world 
ofdiving.com 

RESOURCES: fiji Visitors Bureau (800) 932-FIjl www.bula 
fijiislands.com * Fiji Dive Operators Association (FDOA) 
www.fijidive.com * Skin Diver Online, www.skin-diver.com 


GETTING THERE: Hawaii, the Big Island: Fly in from any- 
where (swimming from L.A. is not advised). Most major airlines ser- 
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AUSTRALIA 


vice the island, such as American Airlines, Continental Airlines, 
Hawaiian Airlines and United Airlines. 

FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Excellent year- 
round, but September to April is best diving because there's less 
chance of rain. Topside Climate: Tropical. Comfortably balmy 
and warm year-round with northeasterly tradewinds. Near coast, 
temperatures range from 68 to 83°F. Water Temperature: 
74 to 82°F (average of 78°F). Exchange Rate: USD is eas- 
ily, too easily accepted. Time Difference: Eastern Standard 
Time minus 6 hours (5 during daylight-saving). 

CONTACTS: Hualalai Watersports (808) 325-8221 www.dive 
sail.com © Kona Village Resort (800) 367-5290 
www.konavillage.com 

RESOURCES: Hawaii Visitors’ and Convention Bureau (800) GO- 
HAWAII! www.gohawaii.com ° AquaQuest www.aquaquest.com ° 
Lonely Planet Guide to Hawaii www.lonelyplanet.com * Skin Diver 
Online www.skin-diver.com 


MALDIVES 


GETTING THERE: Access to this destination via Singapore 
Airlines or Malaysia Airlines. You will need to set a night aside for 
a layover. The best way to do this is to stay at Four Seasons 
Singapore. Take time to indulge yourself in their fine spa facilities. 
If you really want to take full advantage of this trip, put aside at 
least a couple of days to explore Singapore. A very cosmopolitan 
Asian city, Singapore offers shopping and truly great deals, partic- 
ularly in fabrics and clothing. 

FACTS & TIPS: Best Time To Visit: Year-round— 
December to March is the northeast monsoon season (the iruvai) 
and May to November is the wet season (the hulhangu). Big 
animals (Whale Sharks and Mantas) tend to come during the wet 
season due to the wealth of planktonic life. Topside 
Climate: Temperatures are very stable, varying only 5 to 10°F. 
Average temperature is 78 to 88°F Water Temperature: 
78 to 88°F. Exchange Rate: 1.00 (USD) = 1.83 SGD. 
American-based credit cards are readily accepted. Checks are not. 


UNITED 
STATES 
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Time Difference: Eastern Standard Time plus 23 hours. 
CONTACTS: four Seasons on Kuda Huraa (800) 332-3442 
www.fourseasons.com ° Malaysia Airlines (800) 552-9264 
www.malaysiaairlines * Singapore Airlines www.singaporeair.com 
RESOURCES: Maldives Tourism www.maldives.com or www.visit 
maldives.com * Lonely Planet Guide to the Maldives www.lonely 
planet.com © Skin Diver Online www.skin-diver.com 


TAHITI 


GETTING THERE: Tahiti is only 7.5 hours by air from Los 
Angeles. Many airlines service Tahiti, including the national airline 
Air Tahiti Nui, as well as Air New Zealand. 

FACTS & TIPS: Tahiti is very French, which means good food, 
wine and a relaxed attitude on most beaches. On some of the 
outer islands, French is spoken almost exclusively. Bora Bora has 
a heady mix of cosmopolitan atmosphere and south seas romance. 
It, along with the rest of Tahiti, has some of the most awe-inspring 
scenery in the world. Best Time To Visit: Year-round. Summer 
is November to April; it’s cooler during the rest of the year. 
Topside Climate: Hot, tropical, mid-80°F. Water 
Temperature: 82°F Exchange Rate: !.00 (USD) = 125 
CFP (French Pacific Franc). USD accepted. Time Difference: 
Eastern Standard Time minus 5 hours. 

CONTACTS: Bora Diving Center (O11) 689-67-71-84 
www.boradive.com ° Top Dive Bora Bora (O11) 689-60-50-50 
www.topdive.com ° Aqua Safari (011) 689-67-74-83 boradiving 
@mail.pf * Nemo World (O11) 689-67-63-33 www.nemodive 
bora.come Blue Nui Dive Centers (O11) 689-67-79-07 bora 
borabluenui@ mail.pf * Hotel Bora Bora Pearl Beach Resort (011) 
689-60-52-02 www.pearlresort.com ° Air Tahiti Nui (877) 824- 
4846 www.airtahitinui-usa.com 

RESOURCES: Tahiti Tourisme North America www.gototahi 
ti.com * Tahiti Dive Association www.diving-tahiti.com * Lonely 
Planet Guide to Tahiti & Polynesia www.lonelyplanet.com * Moon 
Guidebook to Tahiti www.moon.come Skin Diver Online www.skin- 
diver.com >a 











Bonaire, the Easy 
Vacation Island... 
We're Closer 


Than Vou Think! 
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BON BINI DIVERS 


Known for high levels of personal service, this SSI, SDI, and PADI * *&**«* Gold Palm Resort 
offers daily boat dives, drive-through shore diving, guided snorkeling, dock-side gear 
storage, and instruction. New 2002 programs include the Sea-Lab Adventure for kids and 
Dolphin Rebreathers! Use Bon Bini Divers’ in-house Reservation Service to book all your 
on-island needs. 

Telephone: 011 (599) 717-5425 + Fax: 011 (599) 717-4425 

Email: info@bonbinidivers.com + Web: www.bonbinidivers.com 











BUDDY DIVE RESORT 


Eat, Sleep, (Buddy) Dive! PADI ***** oceanfront resort known for its casual atmosphere, 
personable staff, spacious accommodations, and a Dive & Activity Center offering a 
unique drive-thru airfill station, Nitrox, kayaks, mountain bikes, and more! Buddy Reef is 
a giant stride away, as are the dive boats and rental trucks. 

Reservations: Ultimate Dive Travel 1-800-737-DIVE 

Email: Info@buddydive.com * Website: www.buddydive.com ° Tel: 011 (599) 717-5080 











CAPTAIN DON’S HABITAT 


Diving freedom 24 hours a day, 365 days a year! Lively reefs & wrecks 90 feet off our 
shore. Praised as a diver’s paradise by beginner & experienced divers. Choice of cottages, 
deluxe junior suites and a variety of oceanfront villas. Overlooking our reefs, is our ocean- 
front restaurant, bar, pool and beach. A PADI **%*** and Instructor Development Center. 
Reservations & Information: Maduro Dive Fanta-Seas (800) 327-6709 : Tel: (305) 438-4222, 
Fax: (305) 438-4220 * Email: info@maduro.com * Website: www.HabitatDiveResorts.com 











American Airlines/American Eagle, Air Jamaica and Air ALM serve Bonaire 
from the U.S. (only 2-1/2 hours from Miami) 
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ts unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right a 
2h from the beach! Call our toll-free number and ¢ 
4 well answer all your questions and send you . 
‘ga a beautiful brochure. A family operation. ; 
Travel arrangements : ? 
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"Fishers boat-towed metal detectors 
* are the most sensitive detectors 
you can Buy.” 


or to order our 
la eseyaccalepmuylilaey 


a fee Call for a free catalog 


Proton 4 
WWEliale 
Magnetometer 


“Fishers boat-towed metal detectors are built for , 
commercial operations. Their pulse induction detectérs will locate all metals, ferrous 
and nonferrous. Their magnetometers are super sensitive detectors for iron and steel 
targets. Fishers hasa detector to fit any budget and every search operation” 


=< Tow up to three search coils. 


Underwater 
Metal 
Detector Mini Camera 


JW Fishers Mfg Inc, 79539 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA ¢ (800)822-4744 
¢ Tel. (508)822-7330 ¢ FAX: (508)880-8949 ¢ email: jwfishers@aol.com ¢ www.jwfishers.com 


Depressor Wing 
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SUB-AQUATIC 
SURVIVOR 
Z002— 


aoe 
lies §=THE MAKING OF AN EXPEDITION 





adhall SPONSORED BY SKIN DIVER 
kil 1D, you have what it takes? 


MISSION: To conduct a struc- 
eles tural and photographic survey 
of a deep water shipwreck of historical 
importance. Vessel will be revealed to 
expedition members at commence- 
ment of the third phase of the expedi- 
tion and in Skin Diver. It is sunk in 200 
to 280 feet near the Florida Keys. 
Expedition members will also keep a 
journalistic record of the team training 
and the conduct of a technical expedi- 
tion for deep water diving projects. 


PLAYERS: Skin Diver and the instruc- 
tor team will select 18 qualified candi- 
dates from a random lottery. 

Qualified divers must have 75 logged 
dives, advanced open water certifica- 
tion and basic Nitrox or higher level 
certifications. 


THE OPERATION: Phase One (March 
22 to 25, 2002): Following an orienta- 
tion on March 21, 2002, will be four 
days of intensive training in Advanced 
Nitrox with Decompression Pro- 
cedures and Extended Range diving at 
Forty Fathom Grotto in Ocala, FL. 
Successful candidates will receive cer- 
tification at the Advanced Nitrox and 
Decompression Procedures levels. 


Can you survive? 





Phase Two (April 5 to 8, 2002): 
Twelve divers selected from Phase One 
will move forward to Phase Two, com- 
pleting Extended Range and Advanced 
TRIMIX. This training will be com- 
pleted on the deep wrecks of South 
Florida in water depths between 150 








and 300 feet. 

Phase Three (TBD): Actual expedi- 
tion dives completed by the six 
remaining divers. 


SELECTION PROCESS: At each phase 


of the operation, six divers will be 
eliminated, survivor-style. 
Instructional staff will evaluate divers 
on the ability to complete training, plan 
the dives and on the quality of their 
water skills. Diving participants will 
vote to remove members of the team 
based on their evaluation of the team 
member’s contribution, his or her abili- 
ty to work as part of each team and abil- 
ity to complete the dives in question. 


PHOTOGRAPHY: World-class photo- 


journalist and technical diver Bret 
Gilliam will be the official underwater 
photographer. Some survivors of the 
selection process may be assigned addi- 
tional photographic duties. 


TEAM LEADERS: Mike Ange, Group 
Leader: Advanced TRIMIX and 
Advanced Wreck instructor trainer, 
certified advanced diver medic, author 
of diving text and numerous articles, 
and veteran of expeditions to the USS 
Monitor National historic site. 

Joe Odom, Diving Safety Officer 
and Selection Process Supervisor: 
Advanced TRIMIX and Advanced 
Wreck instructor trainer, author of 
numerous diving textbooks and arti- 
cles, and a veteran of several photo- 
graphic expeditions focusing on large 
marine mammals and sharks. 

Mike Bourne, Diving Safety Officer 
and Dive Site Supervisor: Advanced 
TRIMIX and Advanced Wreck instruc- 
tor trainer and senior instructor trainer 
for Emergency Response Diving. 


COST: Selected participants will incur a 
cost of $2,500 for training, charter fees 
and certification fees. Travel expenses 
and lodging at all sites are the responsi- 
bility of the participant. Meals and 
other incidental expenses are the 
responsibility of the participant. 
Participants eliminated after Phase 
One training will be reimbursed $700 
for training and the balance of any 
unused admission/charter fees. 
For more information, including equip- 
ment requirements, visit www.skin- 
diver.com. 


www.deepsix.com 





MAME Eastern Academy 
Gia9 Ge of Scuba Education 


Dive into a NEW CAREER with EASE! 


Become a PADI Scuba Instructor in Florida. 


Meals and Room 


INCLUDED 


in all our Career Programs 


Ask about our * International Job Placement 
Dive Industry Specialist 4% PADI IDC & IE EVERY MONTH 


Program * Small and Personal Classes 


We conduct a full range of courses, 
including Instructor Crossover Programs, 
EVERY MONTH 


Vero Beach, Florida 32960 | 7 8 00- / 3 2- 9g 6 § 9) 
Email: ease@deepsix.com 
1-561-562-8338 


THE OCEAN CORPORATION 


| Ul BEST UTILE DIVE A00L IN TEXAg’ 


mutta 
pages 


COMMERCIAL 47/7) 
DIVER TRAINING 2 WY 


FOR THE PAST TEN YEATS WE HAVE 
LOCATED MORE JOB OPENINGS THAN 
AVAILABLE GRADUATES TO FILL THEM 


10840 Rockley Road Houston,TxX 77099 
Financial Aid Available For Those Who Qualify 
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Santa Barbara, CA 





Andrea Windsor Aventura, FL 


Jt Dlace Open Brad Brown Los Altos, CA 


The 2001 


International Imag! 


BY ANDREA WINDSOR 


bove me, 
the sun 
sliced through the clear, 
warm water, showering me with cas- 
cading golden rays, while below the 
world dropped breathtakingly away. 
Gliding along the wall of Sipadan’s 
famed 2,000-foot drop-off, sudden- 
ly my journey to reach this remote 
speck of an island was worth every 
minute and every mile. 

My adventure had begun as I board- 
ed the Malaysia Airlines flight in Los 
Angeles with the other participants, 
primed and ready to reach the 3rd 
Underwater Malaysia International 
Imaging Festival, held in Borneo 
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Marcia Holland Dana Point, CA 








Festival 


the first week of 
September. 

Thirty hours, four airports, one 
bus and a tiny boat later, as a magnif- 
icent harvest moon rose above the 
surrounding South China Sea, our 
group arrived, tired but excited, at 
our respective resorts, Borneo Divers 
at Sipadan and Sipadan Water Village 
at nearby Mabul. 

We were welcomed by photo pros 
Doug Perrine, Dr. Murray Kaufman, 
Steve Fish of Borneo Divers, Al 
Hornsby of Skin Diver, Berkely White 
of Backscatter and Yoshi Hirata of 
Sipidan Water Village. There were 
also representatives from the resorts; 


Mark Brouwer 
Castellwegs, Germany 





ee, Dlace } ( WACK 
Marcia Holland Dana Point, CA 


. ae 
tole a Cr 


Jt Pp barcr Six Sheryl Brakey Far Oaks Ranch, TX gl Pp Jace Keith Strange Napa, CA 
ae Dp ¢a.ce Marsha O’Shaughnessy Dover, NH 


79% 


Ken Bailey Gualala, CA 
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Kaori Wada Kabagawa, Japan Brad Brown Los Altos, CA 


Jaz Dlace Opus Josh Carlson Chicago, MN 
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Larisa Manewal Santa Barbara, CA Michael Coker Austin, TX 
Jot Place » Metter Michael McCormack Hampton, NH 
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Vickie Coker Austin, IX 
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Csseisticiias Mabaspria 


International Diving Expeditions; the 
founder of the event; Sea & Sea 
Underwater Photography, which provid- 
ed a mountain of photo and video gear for 
us to try; and Scuba Zoo, which along 
with Borneo Divers provided day and 
night film processing. 

Our week slipped by all too quickly. 
Each morning we would head out to 
dive, using our own equipment or new 
pieces set up and explained by Sea & 
Sea. The photo pros dived with us, giv- 
ing impromptu coaching sessions and 





Who Has the Best Dive 
Accident Program? 


Although most dive accidents aren't serious, even minor 
injuries can be expensive. Many health insurance policies 4 
don't cover diver-related injuries, especially recompression 
chamber treatments, leaving you with a huge expense if 


your insurance isn't diving-specific. 


Newly enhanced benefits to the gold ~ 
and platinum levels make this insurance 7 
second to none in the dive industry. ‘ 










accident coverage) — 


,L¥ deductible (except on medical nondive accident covel 
“ [7 mileage minimum (except on medical nondive 


sept on medical nonaiving, 


individual advice. We explored and 
attempted to capture on film the 
incredible wealth and beauty found in 
these waters. 

Even the seasoned divers among us 
were amazed and thrilled by the rich- 
ness of color and diversity of marine 
life we encountered on every dive. 
Reef sharks cruised the walls and 
patrolled the shallow reef tops, min- 
gling with Sipadan’s most famous res- 
idents, the Hawksbill and Green Sea 
Turtles, which were seen in startlingly 
















TF all ages 
27 worldwide protection 

(2 Assist America benefits available on 
> % all programs 


To sign up call (800) 223-9998 oe opstr online at diveinsurance.com 
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large numbers. Large schools of bar- 
racudas, Horse-eye Jacks, Bat Fish 
and the impressive Bumphead 
Parrotfish made for excellent photo 
opportunities, as did the phenomenal 
macro life, especially around Mabul 
and nearby Kapalai. Those who could 
tear their eyes (and lenses) away from 
the pelagic activity were rewarded by 
Blue Ribbon Eels, Leaf Fish, endless- 
ly entertaining clown fish, Ornate 
Ghostpipefish and a multitude of 
brightly colored nudibranchs. 

Every night after dinner, the photo 
pros put on seminars and reviewed our 
slides. Everyone’s learning curve 
ramped way up, and all of us captured 
images like we never had before. 

The event’s grand finale featured a 
scrumptious reception sponsored by 
the HammerHeads dive club and a lav- 
ish awards ceremony and banquet pro- 
vided by Sabah Tourism, held at the 
luxurious Shangri La Tanjung Aru 
Resort in Kota Kinabalu. At the ban- 
quet we were welcomed by government 
officials, entertained by local music and 
dance, treated to a wonderful dinner 
and shown the collection of photogra- 
phy shot during the week by our entire 
group. When the prizes for top photos 
and videos were given out, we were all 
in awe of the quality of work done, 
even by the first-time shooters. 

In one short week we had had the 
opportunity to shoot with various new 
housings, lenses and strobes; 30 dives 
on some of the most spectacular sites 
we had ever seen; had coaching from 
world-class pros; made many wonder- 
ful new friends; and seen the quality of 
our images improve tremendously, all 
in a beautiful, exotic land like most of 
us had never experienced. ** 

Special thanks to: Malaysia Tourism, 
Sabah Tourism, Malaysia Airlines, 
Borneo Divers, Sipadan Water Village, 
International Dive Expeditions, Sea and 
Sea Underwater Photographic, Hammer 
Heads, Skin Diver, Scuba Zoo, Shangri- 
La Tanjung Aru Resort, Harveys, Light 
and Motion, Oceanic, PADI, Pelican, 
SeaVision and TUSA. 

For information on the 2002 
Underwater Malaysia International 
Imaging Festival, contact International 
Diving Expeditions, 
watermalaysia.com. 
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inn Fantasy Island Beach Resor 
7 VALS EUS CUC OEE 


to Dive Speciz 
From $553. Per person — 
_ 7 Nights. 


For travel through Dec 15,2001 (excluding holidays) 

Package includes: Airport transfers, welcome cocktail, 

accommodation with air conditioning, 3 meals a day, free use of kayaks, unlimited 
snorkeling, unlimited shore day/night diving, 

3 boat dives daily, | night boat dive, ...and much much more. 
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In the U.S. call: 
800/6762826 








by Emile Bernard 

Training with rebreathers 
to go nose-to-nose with the 
residents of mother ocean. 


Six years ago, I stood on the swim platform of 
the Cayman Aggressor IIT live-aboard, staring into 





Unlike the loud exhalations 


of regular scuba gear, this 
rebreather only occasional- 
ly releases tiny bubbles 
from the rear of the unit. - 
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the crystal-clear waters above Bloody Bay Wall. I 
was about to do something very unnatural— 
breathe underwater. It was the beginning of my 
open water certification course, and since then I 
have been rewarded with hundreds of great marine 
life encounters. 

Déja vu. Today, I am standing on the swim plat- 
form of the Belize Aggressor IIT with a warm 
breeze in my face and butterflies in my stomach. I 
am again going to do something unnatural— 
rebreathe my own air underwater! [ have been told 
rebreathers are the ticket to the most intimate 
encounters with the ocean’s most shy creatures. 
By the week’s end, I should know whether or not that’s true. 

My air source for this dive is my own breath, with the 
addition of a little nitrox (50 percent EAN to be exact) to 
keep the oxygen level at the proper level. My breath will pass 
through a canister of sodalime to get rid of carbon dioxide, 
then mix thoroughly in an “inhalation bag” with the nitrox. 
It comes back to me as a perfect breathing mix for my 
planned dive. The inhalation bag and its counter, the exhala- 
tion bag, are now my exterior lungs. 

Exterior lungs, now there’s a thought. I can even feel the 
bags fill and deflate with each breath. With these two extra 
air bags, buoyancy is an issue, so I have twice as much lead in 
my pockets as normal. However, I also have the strange sen- 
sation of not being able to adjust my buoyancy by inhaling or 
exhaling. Because the air is recycled, and not expelled, I 
don’t sink when I exhale or rise when I inhale. Once my 
buoyancy is set with the BC, it’s set. 

We are moored at Long Caye Wall, just one of many spec- 
tacular dive sites on Lighthouse Reef, a huge reef about 60 
miles off the Belize coast. After plunging into the ocean, | 
swim through a heard of chubs, Yellowtail Snapper and 
Horse-eye Jacks that congregate in the boat’s shadow. With 
only a few breaths, the differences between diving with a 
rebreather and with traditional scuba are already becoming 
apparent. For starters, the air that I breathe is wetter and 
warmer than I’ve ever experienced before. A barrage of bub- 
bles is not erupting from my mouthpiece like it does with 
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open-circuit scuba. There is only a small stream of tiny exha- 
lation bubbles trickling from the back of my Draeger Ray 
rebreather. 

Fellow rebreather student Jerry and I swim to the top of 
the wall at about 30 feet to test the mettle of these units. Are 
they truly silent? Will I increase my bottom time? And most 
importantly, will I be able to get close to the most skittish of 
fish, unlike when diving on noisy open-circuit scuba? 

Jerry, who is using a Draeger Dolphin rebreather (the 
Ray’s big brother), darts off toward the reef searching for a 
subject to test our “stealth rebreather diver” theory. He is a 
country boy from Tennessee with the build of a line- 
backer, which coincidentally was his position in college 
football, so his physical presence cannot be ignored. We zig 
and zag through coral partitions coated with cascading 
Orange Elephant Ear Sponges and protruding golden tube 
sponges. A Queen Angelfish is gently pecking away at the 
reef. Jerry spies the subject of his test and is in pursuit. Can 
this hulk-sized diver really get cozy with one of the most 
cagey critters in the sea? Jerry edges closer and closer until 
he is mere inches from the elegant blue and gold fish. I 
can’t believe my eyes. I’ve spent many an exasperated dive 
chasing Queen Angels with my camera only to come away 
with tail-end shots, yet this fish doesn’t notice the 230- 
pound figure hovering only a few inches away from his 
gills. The angelfish continues to nibble at the coral, as pur- 
ple and gold Fairy Basslets and Bluehead Wrasses buzz 


PHOTOS, GUY MILLER 





about Jerry’s mask. The angelfish nonchalantly proceeds 
down the reef, practically oblivious to Jerry’s presence. He 
turns and gives me an emphatic thumbs up and a giant grin 
around his double-hose mouthpiece. 

“Tl never dive the same again!” Jerry screams as we take 
a warm freshwater shower on the Aggressor’s dive platform. 
“Man. I gotta get me one of these,” he says in a resounding 
southern drawl. I glance down at the pressure gauge dan- 
eling from my 50-cubic-foot tank, and I’m astonished. I 


have only used 800 psi for a 40-minute dive. Jerry’s right, I 


< | 


~*~ 


gotta get me one of these. 

The dive at Long Caye Wall is our first of four dives 
required to complete the rebreather certification. Between 
swims at Painted Wall and Tarpon Cave, our instructor, 
Steve, teaches us proper maintenance, cleaning and the essen- 
tial physics needed for rebreather certification. However, it’s 
not always easy to focus on the academics when there are so 
many other distractions, like a palm-fringed snowy white 
beach just a short ocean kayak paddle away. How can my 
instructor expect me to concentrate on PO, levels when | 


The stealth qualities of a 
rebreather make getting up- 
close and personal with marine 
life almost too easy. 








The only dive equipment 

in the world that turns 
ordinary recreational dives into 
extraordinary recreational dives! 


STILL DIVING 
COLOR BLIND? 


Log on to: 
www.aquacolormask.com 
for the entire Aquacolor® story 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome: 
800-382-0158 
Aquacolor® Dealer Near You: 
800-274-0424 


Aquacolor® products 
are made in America 


Scientifically accurate color correction 
Award winning patented technology 
Fabulous fit 
Fogless forever 
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‘The Silent Treatment 


could be freediving on the reef, which 
sometimes breaks through the surface 
as the water color passes from bright 
turquoise to deep midnight blue? 
“Dive briefing,” John Garraway calls 
out. All of the anxious divers scramble 





around the camera table to check out 
the details of the next site. “This is 
Dos Coco, there’s everything on this 
wall, mon. Eels, nudibranchs, tiny 
Arrow Crabs, Tarpon, Eagle Rays. You 
can’t find it, mon, get me and Ill show 
it to you.” John, a slim native Belizean, 
knows Dos Coco and every other site 
on Lighthouse and Turneffe reefs like 
the back of his hand. He has been an 
engineer and divemaster on the Belize 
Aggressor III for 11 years. 

Jerry and I strap on our rebreathers 
and head for the swim platform. By now 
I’m pretty comfortable with the ray. It’s 
time to see if I can have a few intimate 
encounters of my own. The reef is 
buzzing with activity as it has been on all 
afternoon dives. Tarpon are coming up 
from the deep, parrotfish are zipping 
about and groupers are lying in the 
sand. I zero-in on a chunky Nassau 
Grouper with a gaggle of wrasses clean- 
ing its gills and teeth. This guy is my 
“stealth rebreather diver” guinea pig. As 
I creep toward the sedentary grouper, a 





beautiful Scrawled Cowfish catches my 
eye. I close in on him. The golden fish 
goes about its business exploring a stand 
of pillar coral as I approach. I edge clos- 
er and closer until I am nose-to-nose 
with this gorgeous fish. The tiny blue- 
green horns above its large eyes are less 
than a foot away from my mask. I expect 
that at any moment it will flinch and 
swim away. But instead it rises a few feet 
off the sandy bottom to checkout a lilac 
sea plume. I mirror the movement and 
ascend with it. There are only a few 
inches between us. : 





Incredible. In just a few days, I feel as 
though I have been transformed from an 
inconsiderate, bubble-blowing freak to 
something more welcome, more in tune 
with the underwater world. It brings me 
to only one conclusion. I gotta get me 
one of these. 


Special thanks to the crew of the Belize 
Aggressor III and Discover Expeditions 
Tours. 
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8 . . 3925 Gateway Centre Blvd. Tel: 727-578-9610 
DragerDive AMIENCA incl eaneeeee 782 Fax: 727-578-6480 








THERES NEVER BEEN abetter time to discover the wonders of Los Cabos! Experience an underwater adventure that 
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features colorful fish life, sealions, manta rays and whale sharks! 
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packages are available to make your Inp planning even easier. 
AND IF THAT'S NOT E 


‘SPECIALLY PRICED Fiesta packages feature the finest resorts and dive centers in the area. fir-inclusive and non-diving 












[ive gear demos oo ed 
¢ (Inderwater/topside photo contest | | 
¢ Underwater treasure hunt 

° [Mexican fiestas ee 
¢ Sunset cruises 
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Poster signings and video presentations by indus 
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From: $599.00 
2% Allzo02! 
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BON VOYAGE TOURS, INC.—Dive the Red Sea 
Breakfast daily 9 days fully escorted package including airfare from any major 
WE: Diver dolly www.bilikiki.com w open op ec airport within the US. 
3 dives daity www. infobilikiki.com Deluxe accommodations with daily breakfast. 
Whale Shark Specialists soploadil dite betes Cruises Ltd. Tour to the Pyramids, Sphinx and the Egyptian Museum. 
— BETISEN TS Ronse SOLOMON ISLANDS 8 guided open water dives in the Red Sea. $1799 
{ s Ti 1 Inc. Sik Toll-Free 1-800-663-5363 1-888-322-3883 
| Lyi eh & Cartas) Promo@tourstoegypt-www.tourstoegypt.com 


Tel. 250-383-7253 ¢ Fax 250-383-6598 
e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.be.ca Don’t forget to ask about our Alexandria diving (Cleopatra's Palace) 


Dr € Tels { 


J7Gd1iNOTAAVWAl 


World of... 


DIVING 


World of Diving offers all inclusive for land and 
liveaboard diving vacations. Our of VALUE 
DIVEPAKS offer great deals around the World: 


Palau Roundtrip air from LAX, 
Come to Andros Island, Bahamas. 7 nights West Plaza, 

We have shallow reefs, 50’ gardens, wrecks at 60’, 5 days of 2 tank diving with Sam's... 
walls from 70’, caverns at 90’, 9 different blue holes, $2,055 pp/do. 

shark observation dives, Nitrox, and one-on-one 


specialty dives. Twenty cottages, all-inclusive rates, One call does it all: 800 Go Diving 


and a help-yourself bar. Since 1960. or email worldofdiving.com. 


1-800-223-6961; www.SmallHope.com value, safety and convenience 


American Pro 


Diving Center 
Crystal River, FL 


NN “Let's Get Wet’ 


PADI 5-Star facilities with three eo 
locations in the BVIs: Wal colla CTel cers Yacht Call for vacation packages with lodging. 


arclaelelela Leverick Bay Resort Learn to Dive 


and Marina Cay. Slnce 1975 serving ‘ 
all the hotels on Virgin Gorda and the in 2 Days 
Includes lodging & dive certification 


East End of Tortola. Featuring Scuba Pro 
rental gear and a fleet of five dive boats. JIe — pp/dbl. occ. 


800-291-DIVE 


821 SE Hwy.19, Crystal River, FL 34429 
PADI 5-STAR STORE 

All referrals welcome 
www.americanprodiving.com 

E-mail: ampro@americanprodiving.com ~ 
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DIRECTORY 


OVERSEAS 


OVERSEAS DIVERS’ DIRECTORY 


See Overseas Divers’ Directory at www.skin-diver.com 
Rates: $760 for 6 months or $1,175 for 1 year with activated link. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY 


via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. Visa or Mastercard accepted. 


Contact: Heidi Douglas, E-mail: doughlash@primediacmmg.com or call: (858) 488-8677 or fax: (858) 488-4943. 


AFRICA 


ADVENTURE DIVING (800) 443-0799 
Wildlife safaris, Great Whites of South Africa and Pemba Island 
diving. Experience Africa above and below the water. 

info@adventureexpress.com 


AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES (800) 909-7697 


GREAT WHITES from $695 3 nights/2 days in cages near 
Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs available. 


www.adventureexpress.com 


dive@divetropical.com 


ANTIGUA 


DOCKYARD DIVERS (268) 460-1178; Fax: (268) 460-1179 
Antigua’s beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites within 
| mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. Nelson’s Dockyard, 
Box 184, St. John’s Antigua. 


ARUBA 


PELICAN ADVENTURES (297) 872-302 
Wreck, reef, night dives. Certifications. Gold Palm resorts 
5-star dive facility on Pelican Pier. Fax: (297) 872-315 

pelican-aruba@setarnet.aw 
RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA info@redsail (877) RED-SAIL 
Aruba’s only PADI 5-star resort & IDC cntr 40’ x 48’ dive boats. 2 
& |-tank, night dives, instruction. 5-tank dive package $150/7 day 
unlimited $300. Hotel pickup. 


AUSTRALIA 


ADVENTURE DIVING ON NIMROD III (800) 443-0799 
3 or 4 day trips to Cod Hole/Lizard Island. Intimate/flexible 70’ steel 
cat-A/C w/E6 from $575 p/p. Charters & air/land pkgs. 
divd@adventureexpress.com www.adventureexpress.com 
PRO DIVE CAIRNS 011 (617) 4031-5255 
3 day/2 night outer great barrier reef live-aboard featuring the 


www.divetropical.com 


www.dockyard-divers.com 


www.redsail.com 


brand new vessel Scubapro. Also | day trips.Cod Hole and Coral 
Sea Safaris. Fax: (617) 4051-9955 prodive@internetnorth.com 


SERICA, FAR NOTHERN GREAT BARRIER REEF (617) 40938900 
Dive remotest reefs on 74’ luxury liveaboard - Serica. 6 guests. 
7 nts min. Remarkable big fish and macro life. 


www.sericadiveaustralia.com info@bomatu.com 


TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA 011 (617) 4051-8722 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Large live-aboard A/C vessel Taka Il. Fax: (617) 4031-2739 


takadive@taka.com.au www.taka.com.au 
BAHAMAS 
EXUMASCUBA ADVENTURES-EXUMA = (242) 336-2893 


Located at Peace & Plenty Hotel, George Town. Daily dive & 
snorkel excursions, PADI certs. Cell: (242) 357-2259; 
Fax: (242) 336-2093; www.emascuba.com 


SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE-ANDROS (800) 223-6961 
Walls, caverns, blue holes, shark. PADI, SASY, nitrox. Twenty cot- 
tages, all-inclusive rates. Free dive intro/refresher lessons. 
(242) 368-2014; Fax: (242) 368-2015; www.smallhope.com 
VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (242) 333-2080 
Daily dive & snorkel trips. Wall, reefs, dpv’s, drift dive. All PADI certs, 
rsrt courses, hotel & dive packages. Kayaks and other water sports. 


dive@valentinesdive.com www.valentinesdive.com 
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BARBADOS 


DIVE BOAT SAFARI (246) 427-4350 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals, cert courses. Packages 
avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest prices/island. 
Barbados Beach Resort P.O. Box 639 


EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542 
Fax: (246) 435-8214 PADI 5-star facility dive svc. Certification. 
Specialties, Medic First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, 
Barbados, W.I. x-sub@caribsurf.com www.skyviews.com/x-sub 


BELIZE 


BLUE MARLIN LODGE (800) 798-1558 

Come join the experience of family and friends that has returned 
again and again. The best diving, fishing, vacation, honeymoon des- 
tination. marlin@btl.net; 


HAMANASI DIVE & ADVENTURE RESORT www. hamansi.com 
Newest small luxury dive resort. Dive 3 atolls and the blue hole. 


www.bluemarliniodge.com 


Explore Mayan ruins, Jaguar preserve & more. 


info@hamanasi.com. Toll Free (877) 552-3483 
THE INN AT ROBERT'S GROVE www.robertsgrove.com 
Belize’s only 5-star beachfront hotel. PADI Int'l Dive Ctr, Dly 2- 
tank dives to reef. Instr. all-inclusive dive pkgs. Luxury accom..,fine 
dining, adv galore (800) 565-9757 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT (800) 423-3114 

Private island w/ private airstrip next to the fabled Blue Hole. 6 


info@robertsgrove.com. 


days and 7 nights. Air-conditioned beachfront accommodations. 
www.scubabelize.com 


BELIZE EXPERTS! (800) 447-2931 
Magnum Belize Tours. Dive specials and packages. Discount air- 
fare. Free color catalog. 

www.magnumbelize.com. info@magnumbelize.com 


MANTA RESORT-GLOVERS ATOLL (800) 326-1724 
|2-acre private island resort on southern most atoll, | 2 air-condi- 
tioned cabanas, pristine diving, 2000 ft. wall, fantastic food, friendly staff 
(206) 463-4874; info@mantaresort.com; www.mantaresort.com 


RADISSON FORT GEORGE HOTEL & MARINA (800) 423-3114 
Turneffe, Barrier Reef, Blue Hole, Lighthouse, Dive shope, marina, 
2 pools, tour desk, 102 rooms, Packages available. 

rdfgh@btl.net. www.radissonbelize.com 


ST.GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX (800) 678-6871 
Intro-nitrox certs. Overwater cabanas. Top quality food, diving & 
instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. 

(501) 21-2121; US Fax: (941) 488-3953; www.gooddiving.com 


TURNEFFE FLATS (800) 815-1304 
Along with the best diving in the Caribbean, at Turneffe Flats you'll 
enjoy deluxe air-conditioned accommodations, delicious food and 
a relaxed atmosphere. www.tflats.com 


TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE (800) 737-3483 
A true diver’s paradise. Includes 3 tanks daily and meals all ona 
beautiful 12-acre private island. www.ultimatedivetravel.com 


VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE (800) 633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call Int'l 
Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. www.ietravel.com 


BONAIRE 


BON BINI DIVER’S BONAIRE (599) 717-54254 
Full-service dive store without the crowds! Packages available for 
every budget! info@bonbinidivers.com www.bonbinidivers.com 
GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE (800) 700-6373 

World class diving at 5-star beach resort. Now with photo & video 
shop! Exclusive. Friendly. Affordable. (305) 567-9509 
reservations@harbourvillage.com 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES (599) 717-8405; FAX: (599) 717-8605 

Clean, quiet, |-3 BR bung, A/C, cable TV, full kitchen, pvt patio & 
garden, hot shower, best value, car & dive pkgs avail. Min. from 


www.habourvillage.com 


beach & diving. 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/OWNER RENTALS (203) 323-1000 
Luxury oceanfront units at attractive rates. Expert trip planning & 


www. happyholidayhomes.com 


advice from divers who know the island best. 
info@gotobonaire.com 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive rsrt & more. Guided snrk, kayak- 

(599) 717-5252 
www.discoverbonaire.com 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR (599) 717-8529 


Unique diving experiences: photos, marine creatures, much more. 


www.gotobonaire.com 


ing, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. 
info@discoverbonaire.com 


(Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended Box 369, 


Bonaire, N. A.; www.touchthesea.com. 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


BITTER END YACHT CLUB (800) 872-2392 
A world renowned watersports resort offering all inclusive dive 
packages to the finest wreck sites in the BVIs - the RMS Rhone and 
Chikuzen. binfo@beyc.com www.beyc.com 


CUAN LAW (LIVE-ABOARD) (800) 648-3393 
Relaxed diving for | to 20. Lots of toys and activities for non- 
divers, too. Family rates. Great food and crew ona fast, stable 
(284) 494-2490; www.bvidiving.com 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS/CAYMAN BRAC (800) 972-9795 
Spectacular diving, #1 rated dive operator. Affordable luxury, 2-3 


Trimaran. 


bdrm deluxe villas on private white sand beach. Discountdive, air, 
car pkgs. Fax: (541) 426-4863; www.almondbeach.com 


BOB SOTO’S DIVING (888) 633-7474 
Now at the Treasure Island & Seaview Dive resort. Diving pkg w/ 
unlimited shore & /or unlimited boat diving starting at only $379. 


bobsotos@candw.ky www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 


CARIB SANDS BEACH RESORT-REEF DIVERS (345) 948-1121 
All new luxury condominium dive resort. Located on a beautiful 
sandy beach just minutes from world-class diving. 
Email: caribsan@candw.ky www.caribsands.com 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME (203) 866-1928 


Secluded 2 bdrm/2 bath prvt home $675wk. Snkl/dive off your own 
beach, rock climbing, hiking or just relax & enjoy. 
Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. www.diveguide.com/p0151.htm 


CAYMAN BREAKERS-CAYMAN BRAC PH/FAX(345) 948-1463 
New luxury condos 2 bdrm air ocean front & view East end. Pool 
shore diving rinse tank showers.Dive package available. 


email: caymanbreakers@yahoo.com www.caymanbreakers.com 








DIVERSDOWN www.diversdown.net FAX/PH (345)945-1611 
Grand Caymans premiere dive operator at Cayman Inn Resorts- 
Sleep Inn. Small groups 8 divers max per boat. Value-priced dive 
pkgs room & free American Breakfast. 


EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER (345) 949-7243 
Cayman’s best shore diving with fantastic boat diving dive/hotel 
referrals-certs-resorts. 


packages instruction with 


www.edenrockdive.com email:edenrock@candw.ky 


LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II & BRAC AQUATICS LTD. (800) 544-2722 
Unbeatable prices at condos, villas, hotels and live-aboard diving by the 
pioneering developer in the Caymans, Brac Aquatics. Our 22 years ex- 


perience guarantees only the best and at the best prices possible! 


OCEAN FRONTIERS-EAST END -GRAND CAYMAN (800) 544-6576 
Cayman’s #1 Dive School, Referrals, tech & PADI IDC. Monthly 


Specials on Dive and _ Hotel/Condo Packages. 
www.oceanfrontiers.com/sdm.html 
ON THE BAY CONDOS (888) 868-6827 


Located on private North Coast, brand new luxurious 2-3 bdrm, 
oceanfront condos. Private lagoon/pool/fully equipped 


kitchens/Jacuzzi tubs. www.onthebayresort.com 


RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN (877) RED-SAIL 
Ask about our 2001 scuba odyssey dive package. Daily 2 & |-tank 
dives, night dives. Courses available. Five complete dive & water- 


sport centers. info@redsail.com www.redsail.com 


SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB -LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 899-2582 (CLUB) 
Max of 12 divers per boat, || beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 800’ of 
pristine white sand beach w/ private dock SCC is the best way to 
relax and dive Little Cayman’s famous wall 


THE CLUB IN LITTLE CAYMAN (800) 327-3835 
This is your opportunity to own ultra luxury in a diver’s paradise. 
Now developing a limited number of new unique villas with 
unmatched luxury in Little Cayman. 


COSTA RICA 


EL OCOTAL RESORT (800) 909-7697 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Discount airfare/land 
packages. dive@divetropical.com 


COCOS ISLAND, SEAHUNTER (800) 443-0799 
Unforgettable dive adventure to one of the last wild underwater 
frontiers... Hammerheads, sharks, mantas and more! 


info@adventureexpresscom www.adventureexpress.com 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


SCUBAFUN (809) 833-0003 

Diving in the N.P. near Bayahibe and La Romana. Reef, shark, wall 

and cave diving. PADI courses - all levels. Best service and prices. 
www.o-markt.de/scubafun 


TREASURE DIVERS (800) 820-1631 
Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers famous 
cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites of the island 


sharks, rays, whale watching. www.diveguideint.com/p0338.htm 


FIJI ISLANDS 


BEQA DIVERS www.begadivers.com divefiji@is.com.fj 
Leisurely dive trips to best dive sites in Beqa Lagoon. 
Budget firstclass packages soft coral splendor tunnels 


wreck gorgonia sharks. Fax 679361047 personal service 


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLANDS RESORT 

The perfect blend of comfort and services of a world-class resort, 
yet has the warmth & intimacy of a small, private retreat. 
(800) 246-3454; Fax: (415) 788-0150 www.jmcfir@aol.com. 


DIVE KADAVU BEACH RESORT (800) 525-3833 
FIJI'S BEST VALUE! Great diving, comfortable accommodations, & a 
beautiful beach. Plus, discount airfares from the U.S. Call Landfall 


Dive & Adventure Travel. www .landfallproductions.com 


NAI’A CRUISES FIJI (800) 903-0272; (679) 450-382 
Fiji’s finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfortable. 
Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 

Fax: (679) 450-566 


explore@naia.com.fj www.naia.com.fj 


GALAPAGOS 


AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive boat. 
We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! Free video available. 


(303) 494-8384 www.aquaticencounters.com 


GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA (888) 317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. Hotel/dive packages 
and live-aboards available. Adventure Diving—PADI, NAUI cours- 
(945) 489-7749 
ULITMATE DIVING & NATURALIST ADVENTURE! (800) 525-3833 


Sharks, rays & unique land animals. Lammer Law, discount airfares, 


es and referrals. 


& Ecuador/Amazon tours. Call Landfall Dive & Adventure Travel. 


www.landfallproductions.com 


HAWAII 


ED ROBINSON'S DIVING ADVENTURES 1-800-635-1273 
Maui’s most diverse dive operation focusing on marine education & 
personalized service. Call 800# for FREE information package. 
Visit our website for FREE trial screensaver www.maui-scuba.com 
JACK’S DIVING LOCKER (800) 345-4807 
Retail, rentals, fun crew AM/PM, night & manta dives. Non-scary in- 
(808) 329-7585 
dive@jacksdivinglocker.com www. jacksdivinglocker.com 
KONA COAST DIVERS (800)KOA-DIVE 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5* IDC/NAUI & SSI. PRO/TDI / 
nitrox, rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 


tros—photo/video PADI/universal referrals. 


divekona@kona.net www.konacoastdivers.com 


LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. (800) 998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, Lanai 
& Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals, retail & training. PADI 5H 
143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui www.lahainadivers.com 


MAUI DIVE SHOP (800) 542-3483 
Hawaii's largest dive center, 6 stores, free dive guide, daily boat 
dives, rentals, PADI 5-star, topside activities. 1455 S. Kihei Rd.- 
Kihei, Hl 96753 fax: (808) 879-1644 www.mauidiveshop.com 


SEASPORT DIVERS (800) 685-5889 
Kauai’s best—2 Boats, 2 Shops, Retail, Rental, Ni’ihau, 
Photography, Beachwear, Free Nitrox, PADI 5-star. 
seasport@pixi.com 


WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER (808) 922-2121 FAX: (808) 922-9595 
Located right in Waikiki. Dive on our new $100K boat PADI 5-star 
& NAUI OW courses 3 days OW referrals-2 days.Daily boat dives. 
424 Nahua St. Hon., HI 96815 


HONDURAS—BAY ISLANDS 


CRYSTAL BEACH RESORT - NAUTILUS DIVE (800) 535-7063 
Villa on private cay surrounded by reef, grand view. $595 per per- 


www.kauaiscubadiving.com 


ehoctie gee 


son DBL. OCC. incl. meals, diving, grp. spec. & fishing avail. 
www.bayislandsdirectory.com/crystal 
LAS ROCAS RESORT & BANANARAMA DIVE CENTER 
Dive Roatan’s Marine Park from your doorstep! 
7 nights, 2 dives daily, | night dive and more $440 p/p 
www.lasrocasresort.com info@lasrocasresort.com 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN (800) 328-8897 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 2 
fax: (210) 733-7889 
email reefdiving@aol.com www.reefhouseresort.com 
ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT (504) 435-2337 
7 nights, studio apartment with kitchenette, |2 boat dives, unlimit- 


boat & shore dive dly, competitive prices. 


ed shore diving $385pp cuba@tropicohn.com 


ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and fishing available. Beach 
house rentals, Mayan ruins & more. P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 
33576 (800) 282-8932. www.roatan.com 


ROATAN’S DIVE & YACHT CLUB, (504) 455-5407 
in front of the best dive sites on Roatan. 4-star Resort, 6 
nights, 3 dives/meals daily, $450p/p 


www.roatanyachtclub.com email mh@roatanyachtclub.com 


INDONESIA 


INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR AND BEYOND 

On M/V Baruna Adventurer-A luxury 100 foot live-aboard. 
Bali Dive&Drive Fax: 0062-361 -753809 
baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id www.comcen.au/~baruna 
DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (ex Fantasea II): 115 ft of luxury live-aboard. June 
through December 


diveasia@diveres.com 


KARARU DIVE VOYAGES www. kararu.com (800) 886-7321 


Kararu Dive Voyages takes you to Komodo Alor Sulawesi. Join us 


www.dive-asiapacific.com 


in the center of marine biodiversity 115 ft luxury. 


email: info@divediscovery.com www.divediscovery.com 


KUNGHUNGAN BAY RESORT (800) 433-0799 
Upscale dive resort on renowned Lembeh Strait for ultimate macro 
& critter diving. 5-Night All-inclusive Dive Packages from $985 pp. 


info@adventureexpress.com 


JAMAICA 


JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE (876) 973-4845 
5-star PADI, dive packages & instruction, 3 dives daily, 
Fax: (876) 973-4875 


www.jamaqua.com 


www.adventureexpreess.com 


night dives, photo and video. 


webedivin@jamaqua.com 


MALDIVES 


#1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD (800) 909-7697 
80 ft. MANTHIRI...Don’t settle for less Pvt cabins with bath. Full 
AIC. Fantastic! www.divetropical.com $300/night. Discounted air- 
fares. dive@divetropical.com 
M.Y. MANTHIRI MALDIVES (877) 357-0022 
Lost: Sanity. Found: Paradise, luxury live-aboard, millions of fish, 
great vis, gourmet food, whale sharks. Unparalled service! 
www.manthiri.com 


MEXICO 


VALLARTA ADVENTURES 01152 329 712 12 EXT. 3 
PADI 5H, fast new boats, Ist class gear, small groups, multi dive 
discounts, good viz, abundant sea life. Fax: 01152 329 71252 
info@vallarta-adventures.com 


MEXICO—BAJA 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS (800) 843-6967; (858) 581-3311 
La Paz based live-aboard and day diving/hotel packages. Whale 


www.vallarta-adventures.com 


watching, sea kayaking and multi-activity camping packages. Fax: 
(858) 581-6542; travel@bajaex.com; www.bajaex.com 
CABO ACUADEPORTES (521) 143-0117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 
play@cabowatersports.com 


OUTPOSTRAVEL Info@outpostravel.com (916) 354-1942 
Diving packages; land-based and live-aboards in La Paz and Loreto. 


www.cabowatersports.com 


First-class, personal service, world-class diving. Air/land packages. 


www.outpostravel.com 


RAMAJAMAADVENTURES.COM (760) 346-3685 
60’ live-aboard wih superior accommodations for 6. Custom 
dive, snorkel, 


kayak and eco tours in Baja. 


ramajamaadventures@hotmail.com 


SCUBAJA DIVING CENTER (888) 285-1046 
PADI, luxury boats, snorkeling, camping, kayaking 
best service. 

(521) 122-7423 www.scubaja.com 
BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL (800) 878-8853 


Blue Bubble, No Trouble! Dive with small groups, fast boats, per- 
sonal attention, flexible schedules, 6 departure times 
daily, equip rental. Air, hotel,dive packages www.bluebubble.com 
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COZUMEL IN THE CARIBBEAN SEA 
Dive ¢ Snorkel * Day Trips * Accommodations 
Fax: (786) 268-2802 www.cozumelcaribe.com 


COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS (800) 291-2715 
Mini-haciendas—| 100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower-rinse 
Rm. LR, DR, |-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. AC, Res-Mgr. 


Custom dive services. Group rates US owner. 


DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL (800) 909-7697 
The best there is! The best in personalized service. For a wealth of 
free info/ reservations call (529) 872-1007 or write || |-2nd North, 
Seattle, WA 98109. dive@divetropical.com 

HOTEL CLUB DEL SOL COZUMEL (529) 872-3777 


A/C , beachfront 4 mi so. from town, restaurant/ bar, 


(800) 327-2254 


dive shop, best snorkeling. 
Fax: (529) 872-5877 www.cozumel-hotels.net/club_del_sol/ 

ISLAMAR VACATION SUITES, NEW ’98 = (800) 742-1563 
IBR/| Bath or 2BR/2bath units. full kitchens, maid, A/C, TV/VCR, 
pool, jacuzzi, dive lockers, rinse tank/drip dry, |2” security wall, 10 


clubdelsol@cozunet.finred.com.mx 


min. walk to beach/town. www.cozumel.net/bb/islamar 


PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL (800) 588-4827 

Condos & homes from $350/wk, |-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive &jeep 
rental pkgs. 


MICRONESIA 


FAMED FISH N’ FINS (800) 909-7697 
Divers and the Palau Marina Hotel. Micronesia’s only true 


www.cozumel-pliz.com 


unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 
Fax: (206) 441-5431 dive@divetropical.com 
SS THORFINN (691) 330-3040 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s world renown “Shipwreck City” dive up 
to 30 different 
Fax: (691) 330-4253  seaward@mail.fm www.thorfinn.net 
TRUK LAGOON, TRUK ODYSSEY (800) 443-0799 
The world’s most renowned wreck diving. See the ghost fleet of 


magnificent wrecks per week. 


Truk Lagoon from Rodale’s #1 rated liveaboard. 


info@ adventureexpress.com 


PANAMA 


OUTPOSTRAVEL info@outpostravel.com (800) 659-5800 
Live-aboards-Coiba Explorer. Diving & land tours. Rafting, kayaking, 


www.adventureexpress.com 


rainforests. Panama travel specialists. Experienced, personalized 


service. www.outpostravel.com 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT (800) 443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving w/ 
pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. 7 nt. pkgs from $1 185/pp 


p/dive. Res/info www.adventureexpress.com 


ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' M/V FEBRINA (800) 443-0799 
5,7 or II night live-aboard dive trips from $269 per person/ per 
day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited diving 


wiluxury accommodations. www.adventureexpress.com 


AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US for 


information packages video 


(800) 757-1365 Pin Code 1815 


BOMATU DIVING COMPANY 
Dive Papua New Guinea. Unique South Pacific dive expeditions for 


including free 


www.aquaticencounters.com 


www.bomatu.com 


small numbers aboard our two luxury live-aboards TIATA & 
SERICA.PH +61 7 40 938 900 info@bomatu.com 


PNG DIVING ADVENTURES 011 (675) 852-2766 
Live aboard the luxurious Melanesian Discoverer. Cruises to Milne 
Bay, New Ireland & Madang. Stay at Madang Resort or the Malagan 
Lodge at Kavieng. 


RED SEA 


AQUA SPORT RED SEA (972) 7633-4404; FAX: (972) 7633-3771 
PADI 5H diving courses @ all levels. Est 1962, fast dive boats, live- 


mrh@meltours.com 


aboard, shore diving, Sinai safaris & boat diving. 2 great locations: 
Eliat, Israel/Taba Hilton, Egypt. info@aqua-sport.com 
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GHAZALA FLEET (800) 909-7697 FAX: (206) 441-5431 

Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai Divers. 
Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 
25 yrs. exp. 


ADVENTURE DIVING WITH DIVING WORLD (800) 443-0799 
The Red Sea experts. 7-14 night expeditions to Brothers, Daedalus 


dive@divetropical.com | www.divetropical.com 


and Zabargad on first class vessels. E-6 processing and Nitrox avail- 
able. 7 night itineraries from $1295 


SABA 


SABA’S “ALL UNDER ONE ROOF” OFFER + 599 41 62740 
Professional dive shop - two dive boats - pool - 
comfortable quaint Saban style hotel - fine dining 


www.sabadivers.com/sabadivers@unspoiledqueen.com 


SABA-THE UNSPOILED QUEEN (800) 883-SABA 
Dive the Sea Saba Difference w/Saba’s finest hotels: Cottage Club, 
Juliana’s, Queen’s Gardens, El Momo. Each unique w/pool and view. 


Two 38’ boats; no crowds or compromise www.seasaba.com 


SEYCHELLES 


INDIAN OCEAN EXPLORER ALDABRA/AMIRANTES 
116’ steel dive vessel w/E-6 & A/C—max 1|6 divers. Indian Ocean 
(800) 443-0799 


www.adventu reexpress.com 


Galapagos air/land packages available. 
divd@adventureexpress.com 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


ADVENTURE DIVING/UEPI ISLAND RESORT (800) 443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon. Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from 
$190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji or Solomons. The Solomon experts. 
divd@adventureexpress.com 


ST. MAARTEN 


DIVESAFARIS (599) 5429-001; FAX: (599) 5428-983 

Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 3 boats. PADI 
Scuba. 
www.thescubashop.net 


www.adventureexpress.com 


courses, referrals, specialties, Discover 


www. diveguideint.com/divesafaris 


OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER (599) 545-252 & 544-357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small Groups. 
Daily boat dives & Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 


divesm@megatropic.com 


THAILAND 


ANDAMAN SEA: “OCEAN ROVER” LIVEABOARD 

From the M/V FANTASEA team. Same crew, same program, brand 
new boat. Dive Thailand and Burma in style. (800) 443-0799 
info@fantasea.net 


M/V ANDAMAN SEAFARER 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: (667) 638-1219. 
PIDC Divers 1/10 Soi Ao Chalong. Viset Road Phiket 83130 


M/Y¥ AQUA ONE: LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD: (888) 996-2782 
Cruise in Thailand, Mergui Archipelago, Andaman Islands. |6 paxs 
in 8 ensuite-cabins. E-6, NITROX, friendly crews. 


www.stmaartendiving.com 


www.ocean-rover.com 


www.pidcdivers.com 


E-mail: aquaone@bigplanet.com www.dive-aquasports.com 

DIVE ASIA (667) 633-0598 
Live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan/Richelieu/ 
Mergui/Burma Banks. Day trips, Padi courses & IDC 
Fax: (667) 628-4033 www.diveasia.com 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVEABOARDS (800) 962-0395 
M/Y Pelagian (Ex-Fantasea Il): 115 feet of luxury live-aboard 
M/V Sai Mai: 
diveasia@diveres.com www.dive-asia pacific.com 
SOUTH EAST ASIA DIVERS (667) 628-1299 


Sail & dive Similan/Surin Islands or southern Hin Daeng 


info@diveasia.com 


8 passengers for personal service 


4-7 days or 13 day Whale Shark safari on schooner Seraph 
Fax: (667) 628-1298 skin@phuketdive.net www.phuketdive.net 


TURKS & CAICOS 


S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD STABLE 56’ TRI (800) 326-4831 
Dive Caicos remote walls with TAO’s PADI pros Sail-Sun-Scuba- 
Deserted Beaches. Great Food-Good Fun. _—Fax:(649) 941-5510 


info@sailtao.com www.sailtao.com 





U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO.-ST. JOHN (340) 776-6234, 
18 years in business, PAD! 5-star certifications, referrals, dive pkgs 
fax: (340)693-8720 


www.cbw-stjohn.com 


with Westin Resort and private homes. 
cruzbaywatersports@att.net 


DIVE EXPERIENCE (800) 235-9047; (340) 773-3307 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our famous 
fish feed! PADI 5 H IDC center. hotel and dive pkgs. 


divexp@viaccess.net 


LOW KEY WATERSPORTS (800) 835-7718; (340) 693-8999 
PADI 5-star IDC training facility beginners through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. 
Dive pkgs available. 


WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 


REEF & RAINFOREST (800) 794-9767 


Reef & Rainforest is a full service dive and adventure travel company. 


www.st-croix.com/diveexperience 


www.divelowkey.com 


Customized trips for individuals and groups. Let our experience be 


your guide. info@reefrainforest.com | www.reefrainforest.com 


Overseas 
Directory 





_ international 
in U.S. funds. . 
Visa or Mastercard accepted. © 

Contact: Heidi Douglas, _ 

E-mail: 
doughlash@primediacmmg.com 
or call: 
(858) 488-8677 

or fax: (858) 488-4943. 








Skin Diver Online 
Activate your Overseas 
Directory website online at 
www.skin-diver.com. 


Receive print & web: 


|2 issues plus 365 days of 


web exposure for 


only $1,175 a year. 





B.Yic SC OEE Da cpoO MES 


A look at those who helped define diving and continue to push it forward. 


Principal of Diving: 

Doug McNeese | 

A driving force behind | 

the 1998 merger of Scuba | 
Schools International 
and NASDS (National 
Association of Scuba 
Diving Schools), Doug 
McNeese has ___ been 
involved in diver education 
and dive retailing for more 
: than 20 years. It all started 
; in 1975 when he became involved with The Dive 
| Shop in Memphis, TN, and continued as Doug saw 
the growth and potential of scuba diving as a business 
; and recreational activity. From there, he built addi- 
tional stores throughout the South, eventually being 
/ named Executive Director of NASDS in 1993. Doug 
/ was instrumental in the development of numerous 
; sales training and educational programs both for the 
| retail community and dive consumers. Under his 
leadership, NASDS doubled its membership and 
; revised and enhanced its entire product line. Today, 
| aS Executive Director of SSI, Doug has overseen a 
retailer program that has seen strong results includ- 
/ ing additional SSl-affiliated stores being opened 

| across the country and internationally. 


SINOLSITIN 


He Wrote the Book: Alex Brylske, Ph.D. 


Some have referred to him as “the man who wrote the book 
on diving.” After authoring more than 200 articles, numerous 
well-known textbooks and assisting in developing popular inter- 
national scuba curriculums, few could argue Alex’s impact on 
the growth and popularity. It’s been substantial. 

For almost a decade, he served on the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) committee on recreational scuba 
diving standards. This body helps to develop consensus on 
training and safety standards for diving. He has worked closely 
with PADI and currently sits on the Board of Directors for the 
Corals — Reef: Alhance .. and 
Oceanwatch. A well-known 
source for information and the 
history of diving, Alex also serves 
as senor editor for Dive Training 
and is the Marine Conservation 
and Education specialist for the 
Project AWARE Foundation. An 
adjunct professor at Edison 
Community College in Florida, 

Alex was recently the recipient of 

NOAA’s 2001 Walter B. Jones 

Excellence Award for Ocean and Coastal Resource 
Management. ™* 


PHOTOS (CLOCKWISE FROM TOP): SKIN DIVER ARCHIVES; COURTESY ALEX BRYLSKE, PH.D; COURTESY PADI 
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WHERE TO 
FIND THEM 


Pristigenys alta inhabit 








BY NED AND ANNA DELOACH WITH PAUL HUMANN 


WANDERING FROM EXHIBIT TO EXHIBIT IN BOSTON’S 
New England Aquarium my wife Anna and I recog- 
nized the faces of old friends from the reefs of the 
Bahamas, Fiji and beyond. Others, prompted us to 
make mental note of their home ranges, in hopes that 
we might one day sight them in the wild. 

Suddenly, with a tug on the sleeve, Anna guided me 
before a dimly lit tank housing four beautiful red fish 
about the size of my palm. “Short Bigeyes,” she whis- 
pered, “aren’t they majestic?” These are 
the young adults of the little orange juve- 
nile we found hiding in a conch shell off 
Ft. Lauderdale. “Look,” she pointed 


deep coastal waters of toward the information card, “it says the 
the eastern Atlantic adults reach a foot in length and live 
from Maine to northern —welow 400 feet. I guess we had better 
South America...and enjoy them here while we can.” 

the New England Fortunately for divers and snorkel- 
Aquarium. ers, most fish live well within safe div- 


ing limits; however, a few spectacular 
species, particularly members of the snapper and sea 
bass families, inhabit deep underwater cliffs where the 
human eye seldom ventures. Like the Short Bigeye, the 
pelagic larvae of many of these deep-dwelling fish first 
settle on shallow sea shelves while they mature through 
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their juvenile stage before descending to great depths 
where they spend the remainder of their lives. 

Even though it requires a lengthy boat ride and the 
bottom is a bit deep for easy recreational diving, the 
northeastern coast of Florida can rival the Caribbean 
during the early summer when conditions are right. 
What these temperate waters lack in marine biodiver- 
sity, they make up for in sheer biomass and unexpect- 
ed fish sightings. 

On an overcast morning in early June, just four 
months after our visit to Boston, I was speeding east 
from the north Florida fishing village of Mayport. An 
hour later, I dropped down the anchor line through 
unseasonably murky water toward a 4-foot ledge that 
lay 110 feet below. Only a faint glow of sunlight 
remained at the bottom to guide me east along a shad- 
owy rock facing. I was just beginning to think about 
backtracking toward the security of the anchor when 
my light beam struck a brilliant spark of eyeshine out 
over the sand. I took my bearings and cautiously 
approached the reflection. From 5 feet away my hand 
light illuminated a Short Bigeye the size of a dinner 
plate. The fish didn’t flinch as I moved to within 2 feet 
of where it hovered above a small break in the bottom. 
Wow, the sea never ceases to amaze! 
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Warm water, great visibility, 
tropical marine life! Fewer than 
| WAU oy ove (cle mm Or iM (olantioltly 
free Dive Brochure. 6 & 13 day 
Caribbean cruises from $700. 


IGN ME UP 
1-800-327-2601 





Windjammer 


F @. - , ay a Pa » 
P.O. Box 190120, Dept.# 34, Miami Beach, FL 33119 Barefoot Cruises 
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We work hard at delivering the information you need to 36 


make your diving easier and more fun. Our Reader 
Service cards take it one step farther. We put the dive 
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in a Reader Service card today! 
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LINK 


HOW TO USE SKIN DIVER LINK To access the Skin Diver Link system, simply go to: To receive instant into: 


At Skin Diver Online, you can get hot news and infor- 0. ge }) Enter your contact information. 

mation from our shatloa’ stent —and it’s FREE. www.skin-diver.com ) lect advertiser. 

Skin Diver Link allows you to contact advertisers and click the Skin Diver Link button on the top right corner of 3) Click the SUBMIT INFO REQUEST button. 

directly, then it sends back their information via e-mail. the screen. If you don’t have web access, just cal toll free (888) 353-3483, 

It’s that easy! ask for Skin Diver Link and a friendly operator will assist you. 
Thanks! 
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DIRECTORY 


INTERNET 





DIVE ACCESSORIES 
AQUA ANGEL 
http://www.aquaangel.com 

e-mail: info@aquaangel.com 

SCUBA DO RAG 
htp://www.scubadorag.com 

e-mail: cococheznaynay@vnet.net 


DIVE EQUIPMENT 
ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 
http://www.leisure-pro.com 

e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 

APOLLO SPORTS 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 

DIVERS DISCOUNT 
http://www.diversdiscountflorida.com 


e-mail: salesandinfo@divers-discount.com 


DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 
e-mail: experts@diversdirect 
DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 
e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY 
http://divers-supply.com 

e-mail: diving@leading.net 
LAUDICK’S JEWELRY 
http://www.activewatches.com 
e-mail: laudick@bright.net 
PERFORMANCE DIVER 
http://www.performancediver.com 
e-mail: wvaperf@aol.com 
RUBBER STAMPS FOR DIVERS 
http://www.stempelprofi.com 
e-mail: diver@stempelprofi.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 
SEAVENGER 
http://www.seavenger.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS/SPARE AIR 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: info@submersiblesystems.com 
SUUNTO 
http://www.suuntofi.com 

e-mail: suuntodiving@suunto.fi 


EMPLOYMENT 


CAYMAN JOBS 
http://www.caymanjobs.com 
e-mail: mrdream@caymanjobs.com 


GUIDES/ 
PUBLICATIONS 
DOGSBREATH DIVERS 
http://www.dogsbreathdivers.com 
e-mail: dogsbreath@barclays.net 
HOMO DELPHINUS 


The Dolphin Within Man by Jacques Mayol 


http://www.idelson-gnocchi.com 
SCUBAMEX, S.C. 
http://www.scubamex.net 
e-mail: rodolfo@scubamex.net 
UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 
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INTERNET DIRECTORY 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ALOHA SHIRTS-BIKINIS-ETC. 
http://www.keywestcargo.net 

e-mail: kwcargo@bellsouth.net 

RON GORDON DIVE WATCH REPAIRS & SALES 
http:/Awww.gordonronwatches.webatonce.com 
e-mail: rongord@aol.com 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


ARMATO’S 

http://www.armatos.com 

e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
BERGER BROS. 

http://www. berger-bros.com 

e-mail: webmaster@berger-bros.com 
CARLSON CUSTOM VIDEO 
http://www.customvideohousings.com 
e-mail: denny-carlson@juno.com 
CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR 

& GALLERIES 
http://www.cathychurch.com 

e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 

CPD INDUSTRIES 
http://www.casesbypelican.com 
e-mail: sales@casesbypelican.com 
FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 
http://www. fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

NIKONOS REPAIR/MIKE MESGLESKI 
http://www.nikonosrepair.com 

e-mail: mmesgleski@nikonosrepair.com 
SEALIFE 

http://www. pioneer-research.com/sealife.htm 
UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 
http://www.uwphoto.com 

e-mail: info@uwphoto.com 


TECHNICAL 
DIVE INC 
http://www.diveincny.com 
e-mail:diveincny@aol.com 


TRADE SHOWS 


OUR WORLD UNDERWATER 
http://www.ourworldunderwater.com 
e-mail: info@ourworldunderwater.com 


TRAINING, 
CERTIFICATION 
DIVER’S UNLIMITED 
http://www.diversunlimited.com 
e-mail: dvrsunlm@bellsouth.net 
DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
http://www.hallsdiving.com 
e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 
FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 
http://www.kamfdi.com 

e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 

PDIC 

http://www. pdic-intl.com 
e-mail: info@pdic.com 


TRAVEL 


AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com 
e-mail: divooat@aol.com 


Advertise in Skin Diver’s Internet Directory and see 
your listing on the web: www.skin-diver.com (see 
Travel, Directories, Internet). For more info call Heidi 
at (858) 488-8677 ¢ 12 issues: $505 


ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
http://www.almondbeach.com 

e-mail: info@almondbeach.com 
AQUANAUTS GRENADA 
http://www.aquanautgrenada.com 
e-mail: aquanauts@caribsurf.com 
AUSTRALIA, TOURISM QUEENSLAND 
http://www. DestinationQueensland.com 
e-mail: queensland@attclax.com 
BEACON HARBOR RESORT - CAYMAN BRAC 
http://www. beaconharbor.com 
e-mail: kkclark@ies.net 

BILIKIK! CRUISES SOLOMON ISLANDS 
http://www. bilikiki.com 

e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 

BIMINI UNDERSEA 

http://www. biminiundersea.com 
e-mail: info@biminiundersea.com 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 
http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 

http://www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
e-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky 

BONNE TERRE MINE - 

BILLION GALLON LAKE 
http://www.2dive.com 

e-mail: westend@postnet.com 

BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE 
http://www. bonbinidivers.com 
e-mail: info@bonbinidivers.com 
BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
http://www.brac-caribbean.com 
e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 
BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 
http://www.caradonna.com 

e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 

CARIB SANDS 

e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 

CAYMAN CONDOS 
http://www.cicondos.com 

e-mail: cayman@cicondos.com 
CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 
http://www.caymandiver.ky 

e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 

CAYMAN DIVING LODGE - EAST END 
http://www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.chubcaydive.com 

CORAL ISLE DIVERS - BARBADOS 
htip://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 

CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
http://www.coralhotels.com 

DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVE-ABOARDS 
http://www.dive-asiapacific.com 
e-mail: diveasia@diveres.com 

DIVE PARADISE 

http://www. diveparadise.com 

e-mail: info@diveparadise.com 
DISCOVER BONAIRE 
http://www.discoverbonaire.com 
e-mail: info@discoverbonaire.com 








DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 
e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 
DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
http://www.donfosters.com 
e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 
EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 
e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 

FIJI ESCAPES TRAVEL 
http://www. fiji-islands.com/scuba.html 
e-mail: fiji@maui.net 

GALAPAGOS SUB AQUA 
http://www.galapagos_sub_aqua.com.ec 
e-mail: gsubaqua@diveres.com 
GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.aquatrek.com 

e-mail: info@aquatrek.com 
HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
http://www.gti.net/hightide 

e-mail: hightide@sunbeach.net 
INDIES SUITES/INDIES DIVER 
e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
ISLAND DREAMS 
http://www.islandream.com 
e-mail: info@islandream.com 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU FIJI ISLAND RESORT 
http://www.jmcfir.com 

e-mail: jmcfir@aol.com 

LA JOLLA COVE SUITES 
http://www. lajollacove.com 
e-mail: jackman@lajollacove.com 
LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
LOOKOUT LODGE DIVE RESORT 
http://www.lookoutlodge.com 
e-mail: mail@lookoutlodge.com 
MAUI DIVE SHOP 
http://www.mauidiveshop.com 
e-mail: info@mauidiveshop.com 
NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.nektoncruises.com 
e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 
PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 
PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www.peterhughes.com 
e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 
PUNTA CANA BEACH 
http://www.puntacana.com 
e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 
RED SAIL SPORTS 
http://www.redsail.com 

e-mail: info@redsail.com 

REEF HOUSE RESORT 
http://www. reefhouseresort.com 
e-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 
RIDING ROCK INN 

e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 

RUM POINT INN - BELIZE 

e-mail: rupel@btl.net 

SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 
SCUBA NETWORK 
www.scubanetwork.com 

e-mail: info@scubanetwork.com 
SCUBA PASSPORT 
http://www.scubapassport.com 
e-mail: mail@scubapassport.com 


SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.seafever.com 

e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 
SEALINK RESERVATIONS 
http://www.sealinkars.com 

e-mail: reservations@sealinkars.com 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE - BAHAMAS 
http://www.smailhope.com 

e-mail: shbinfo@smallhope.com 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB - LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.southerncrossclub.com 
e-mail: relax@southerncrossclub.com 
STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB - BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 
e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 
STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 

e-mail: info@stuartcove.com 

ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http://www.scubasvg.com 

e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 

SUNSET HOUSE 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 

e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 

TONGA WHALE ENCOUNTERS 
http://www.geocites.com/tongawhales 
e-mail: tongawhales@hotmail.com 
TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://www.tidivers.com 

e-mail: tidivers@gate.net 

TRIMARINE 
http://www.galapagosdiving.com 

e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 
UNEXSO 

http://www.unexso.com 

WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

YAP DIVERS & MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 

e-mail: billacker@mantaray.com 


TRAVEL WHOLESALERS 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS 
http://www.adventureexpress.com 
e-mail: info@adventureexpress.com 


AQUA DREAMS TRAVEL 
http://www.aquadreams.com 

e-mail: info@aquadreams.com 
CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES/WORLDDIVE 
ADVENTURES 
http://www.worlddive.com 

e-mail: info@worlddive.com 

DIVE DISCOVERY 
http://www.divediscovery.com 
e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 
DIVE TOURS 
http://www.divetours.org 

e-mail: info@divetours.org 
LANDFALL DIVE & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
http://www. landfallproductions.com 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 

REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE 
ADV. TRAVEL 

http://www. reefrainforest.com 
e-mail: info@reefrainforest.com 
TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
http://www.divetropical.com 

e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 
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MARKETPLACE 


poTayocolatom-Valilere) 
Oe) !(=) mej alel Contest _ 


Katherine Smith dreamed 
of seeing her image on 
the cover of Skin Diver... 
Her dream came true...are 
you next? 


“For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include a first-time use payment of $800. Each submission becomes property of Skin Diver magazine 
(photos will not be returned). Skin Diver is not responsible for lost or damaged submissions. Entries submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 


aes 


Skin Diver's-_-. 
First Annual 
Cover Contest _ 
Winner— *,, 


Katherine Smith » 7 # 


Caribbean 
Encounters ~ 


From Small Critters to 
Super-predators 


Strobe Arn’ ; 
Kama Sutra, 


Positioning your strobes for 
photographic enlightenment 


a 


Vy BA ri AND SNORKELING 





HH : 


December 2001 — Caribbean Encounters. 7 Islands: From MACRO to MR. 
BIG * 2001 EDITORIAL INDEX Strobe Arm Kama Sutra — Positioning your 
strobes for photographic enlightenment * Holiday Gear Guide « Adrift In The 
isles Of Spice. 


November 2001 — Cool Pools of the Sunshine State * Yee Haw! Aruba’s 
Wreck Rodeo * Royal Reefs — Diving Jordan » Dive and Don't Get Wet - 
Drysuit Techniques * Gear Bag Roundup! * BONUS Pacific Diver Inside 
- ¢ Curacao In The Blood « Birds, Bats, Turtles and Rays of Cayman 
Pee ¢ Snorkeling Sense. 


ay October 2001 - Dive Atlas of the WORLD * BONUS Southern Diver \nside 
falaal ehibico ° 6 Little Dive Lights with a Big Punch « The Glamorous Life...Become 
: an Instructor - Dive and Get Paid » Western Shores of the Americas - Cocos, 
Socorros and Galapagos « Bathed In Civilization - diving the BVI’s * Hawaii 
7-0 ¢ Far & Away In Fiji. 


September 2001 - New Shark Dive - Cayman Gets Teeth!; 8 Must-Have Dive 
Computers; The Future of Video-See Inside...; 700 Islands of Adventure - Our 
Guide to THE BAHAMAS; AROUND THE WORLD WITH STEVE, PART 2 - 
Visiting the Gray Gods of TIKI; THE BERMUDA FILES - Diving Wrecks for 
Clues; WHEN 1,000 WORDS ARE NOT ENOUGH - How to Create Stories 
with Your Photos. 


August 2001 - Diving The RING OF FIRE. Incredible Volcanic Islands of the 
Pacific - Hawaii, Indonesia, Borneo and more, Discover LITTLE CAYMAN’s 
Creatures Of The Sand; Diving All Night In Bonaire; INSIDE! Shoot Like A Pro 
- Advanced Photo Gear; Plus Special Insert - Southern Diver; WYLAND’S 
NEW COLUMN! Blue Adventures For Kids, 


July 2001 - PHOTO ANNUAL collectors edition 2001 


June 2001 - The Complete Guide to Buying Your FIRST U/W CAMERA; CAST 
AWAY - in the Untamed Paradise of Western Micronesia; TALES FROM THE 
WALL SIDE - Turks and Caicos; CAYMAN EXTREME - Tekking it to the Limit; 
THE OLD NAVY SHAKEDOWN - Searching for a Sweet Spot in the Florida 
Keys; Bonus 32-Page Section: Pacific Diver AND Pacific Dive Guide!. 


May 2001 - BIG ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS - Humpbacks, Orcas, Great Whites, 
Manatees, Dolphins, Manta Rays; TAMING the Bouyancy BEAST, SEDUCED 
BY THE VIRGINS - The Ultimate USVI Dive Guide; MASTERCLASS - Eat 
Photo, Sleep Photo, Dive Photo; SPECIAL: Breathe Easy - 25 Low-Profile, 
Compact Regs. 


April 2001 - Family Diving - Grab the kids and go!; Temples Above and Below 
- The Treasures of Belize and the Red Sea; Underwater Dreamscape - The 
Solomon Islands ; 9 1/2 Weeks of Furballs and Fish on Bonaire; BONUS: 
SPECIAL 16-Page Equipment Guide INSIDE!. 


March 2001 - THAT SINKING FEELING - NEW WRECKS TO EXPLORE - 
Bahamas, Cozumel, California;Forbidden & Mysterious - Diving Cuba!; 
i Sy David Doubilet Photo Essay; Ditch Your Tank - Snorkeling 
echniques. 


February 2001 - Romantic Getaways Tahiti, St, Lucia, Hawaii, BelizeFREE 
Southern Diver Edition Inside! start shooting! video gear primer; discovering 
the glory of galapagos; inside the art and mind of wyland; a pictorial dive 
guide of the cayman islands. 


January 2001 - 50 - fiftieth anniversary issue collector's edition 2001; PLUS: 
Complete Reproduction of Skin Diver's First Issue Inside; Eric Hanauer - On 
The Pulse Of Diving For 50 Years; Jim Church - From Flashbulbs To Digital; 
Nick Icorn on the history of Dive Gear; Famous Alumni; Bonnie J. Cardone 
on the evolution of Dive Travel; The “Last Pinup” - Meeting Bettie Page. 


December 2000 - Jean-Michel Cousteau - A New Voice For The Cayman 
Islands; around the world with steve - A Three-Year Diving Odyssey; holiday 
gear guide - Cool Dive Stuff; diving the war torn pacific; Tek: Stop 
Decompression Boredom; eis Tes The Blues; Bg Lins Reefs; Side- 
ane Sea Slug; Human Rights. BONUS! Caribbean Dive Guide & Ice Diving 
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November 2000 - wish you were HERE. adventures beyond the blue edge - 
papua new guinea, brazil’s fernando de noronha; FREE! Pacific Diver 
magazine inside!; jean-michel cousteau - into the unknown; awaiting 
discovery - eastern micronesia; go with the flow - tips on drift diving; Spring 
Fever - Central Florida Dive Guide; Australia’s Great Barrier Reef Adventure: 
Meeting The Men In Gray - shark 

adventure in the Bahamas. 


October 2000 - diving the passages of the GOLDEN DOUBLOON - the 
bahamas, the cayman islands, bonaire and more...; Coral Bleaching; digital 
cameras still get wet; dancing in the dark: learning to cave dive; insider's 
guide to hawaii; EXTRA: Free Southern Diver magazine inside!; The 
Extreme Sporter and Tek Diving; Harlequin Shrimp; Profile: Robert F. Marx; 
Bay Islands Dive Guide; How To Photograph Reet Fish. 
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Call for a free complete list 
agazines Just $4499 each 
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800.429.0106 


Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:30AM - 5PM (EST) 


’ : & selaaneneseccartes e-mail: info@acsdirect.net 
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BOARD SHORTS _ 
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apparel! 


¢ Skin Diver Backpack 






_ @ Long/Short Sleeve Team 


Skin Diver Shirts 

e Flexfit Baseball Caps with 
either Skin Diver logo or our 
exclusive 50th anniversary 
logo 


___ e The ultimate in Board Shorts 
for him/her 
~ Available in various colors 


“CALL NOW OR VISIT OUR 
WwW EI SITE TO PLACE YOUR ORDER 


44. 418.34 al 29° 


car.com 





BASEBALL CAPS 
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SHORT SLEEVE 50th ANNIV. SHIRT 





BOARD SHORTS 





LONG SLEEVE TEAM 
SKIN DIVER SHIRT 













Aquacolor® Bimonocular® dive masks are the first and 
only dive masks in the world to reveal the scientifically 
true colors of the magnificent underwater world that are 
otherwise lost. See what you've been missing. . . brilliant 
reds, oranges, purples and subtle pastel colors. 


Beautifully designed with a fabulous fit, the Aquacolor® Bimonocular® masks give 
100% UV protection and are fogless forever! 






/ “recently had the > Moneyback Satisfaction Guarantee 
/ opportunity to dive with \ > 
an Aquacolor® mask in 


| / Bonaire and found the results to a 


be astounding.” - Jenn Miller 





SKIN DIVER 
AUG 2001 





Aquacolor® Bimonocular® Fogless Dive Mask 
Scientifically accurate color correction 
Award winning patented technology 


001 Silver Skirt & Black Frame (as shown above) 
002 Silver Skirt & Clear Frame (as shown w/dolphin) 
003 Black Skirt & Black Frame 


004 Pro w/Black Skirt & Frame & no filter over right 
eye for SLR photography. 


005 Snorkler w/Silver Skirt & Black Frame 
PV Purge Valve for all models 


PS 4 





Order online today 
www.aquacolor.com 
Entire Aquacolor® story; Model of the Month; How to Order 
or call 1-800-298-0160 











www.skin-diver.com fj} -Skin Diver 


READER SERVICES 





MOVING? 


Please give us 6-8 weeks notice. 
Fill in the form below or attach the 
mailing label from a current issue: 


[_] Please change my address from: 


OLD ADDRESS 

Name 

Street Address Apt. No. 
City 

State Zip 


FILL IN NEW ADDRESS BELOW: 






























Name 
SKX779 SKX781 Street Address Apt. No. 
Pressure Vented Strap Double locking clasp with extender. a 
with Stainless Steel Case. Stainless Steel Case and Bracelet. y 

Black Dial. Orange Dial. i RST cr 
One way rotating elapsed timing bezel * Screwdown locking crown ¢ Luminous 
hands and markers ¢ 21-jewel self-winding * Day/Date English/Spanish calendar 

EXCLUSIVELY NEW SUBSCRIPTION 
THROUGH DIVEWATCHES.COM OR RENEWAL? 
Buy Online at http:www.DiveWatches.com [| New Subscription 





or call toll-free: 1-800-572-8263 


Factory Authorized Dealer. Three year Seiko U.S. Warranty. 
Fast, FREE Shipping.PADI Divemaster on Staff for your Dive questions. 


_] Renewal Subscription 


Please send me 1 year of 
Skin Diver for just $11.97. 


_] Please bill me later. 





| a (_] Check enclosed. 
LISH WOMEN He 
: Street Address Apt. No. 
J y , x q a City 
= — J © Sin ee State Jip SFAt9 
m sizes 4-14 mm 
: UNLISTING SERVICE? 


Skin Diver sometimes makes available 
to other publications and carefully 
screened companies the names of its 
subscribers. If you do not wish to receive 
these selected mailings, please check the 
box below and fill out your name and 
address in the form above. 


[_] Please do not make my name available 
, : to others. (Either attach your mailing label 
| DESIGNER WETSUITS FOR WOMEN © (| — or write in your name and address above.) 
| 3535 E. COAST HWY #154 et og Mail entire form to: 
CORONA DEL MAR, CA 92625 x , Skin Diver 
949.338.0748 : | P.O. Box 51473 


WWW.SEADREAMSWETSUITS.COM ee c Boulder, CO 80322-1473 
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ARMATO’S 


1-800-520-5012 


© Get the Urge jeri tats is 
oot to Submerge wih Wigs 
C 


@ all in to participate in 
Fiewalaan discussions about dive sites, 
over 50 new gear, liveaboards, 

radio shark diving, and more. 
stations Plus you'll hear interviews 


with diving legends and have 


Allows the LCD 
screen to be 
opened 


», underwater 










Housing for the TRV900 


SONY CONSUMER & PROFESSIONAL 
CAMCORDERS IN STOCK. 


throughout 
US and _ the opportunity to win lots of 
worldwide cool dive related prizes! 
over the @ © It's brought to 
Internet! I@ you by: For Olympus Digital Still Series 
‘ ; 


a “Th e World's First Radio Show Listen live every Saturda 
yr : ; 
wwe, _ Devoted to Diving acre Pome 


ot 
ior BARADIO archives of past shows 
WIWWESCU COM worldwide over the Internet. 





















For on PC-110 For cthe ath DCR PC 110 
works with flipout screen Low Package Price with Camera 





Quality Dive 
Sportswear & more 
with a touch of Class! 






Shop online at 
no-splash.com 


or call toll free 1-866-573-1145 






WE SHIP WORLDWIDE 





Planning a dive? 

Hosting an event? : 

Having a party? 2 FOR THE CANON OPTURA 
Who is your latest and greatest speaker? 

When and where is your next meeting? 


Special Package 
e Price With 





Send all news to Skin Diver Magazine, c/o Dive Club News, 
6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048. E-mail: allenr@primediacmmg.com 


1-800-520-5012 


67-16 Myrtle Ave. io 
Glendale, NY 11385 I pd) 


Ph: (718) 628-6800 4% 
closed Sat & Sun ‘OEM , 
http://www.armatos.com Ss 

E-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 


© SD/AD 0108 
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How to look even though your equipment 
is cumbersome and clunky, and your hair is a mess? 
Simple...wear a dive goddess skin. 
High-Quality, Visually Distinctive Active-wear for Serious 
Divers Who Don’t Take Themselves Too Seriously. 


dive goddess” 


Phone: © Fax: 
Web Catalog: www.divegoddess.com © E-mail: sue@divegoddess.com 


unbelievably av 
words or less. E-mail tem {0 


il-mail to 
in-diver.com Of snail 
“i 6420 Wilshire Bivd., Los 


rlasting 
name in print and eve 
fame and glory: 


wi) Pree ee aides 

ron NOMS PIT-Ss ew pgp 

Ni Sa S Bk hotell Tring provided, 7 
ee 293-5 


‘cash. com 
www i tick Ket Mts Ts ceaceneee 


Promotions 


PART T TIME opt 


ramps 


There's more than one way to catch a fish 


SEA & SEA LIGHT & MOTION GATES BAJA SEA &SEA 
NX100 PRO lee HOUSING MX-10 


cmosohe 1S, 
rain Ts 


3) 368 - 





Designed for the Nikon F100 Accommodates the Especially designed for Great starter underwater 
SLR camera. Operational up to Olympus C-2020, C-2040, Sony PC110 or PC 100 camera. 
250 feet. Housings also C-3000, C-3030, C4040 — Camcorders. Available with Motor Marine \I-EX 
available for Nikon F5, Nikon and C-3040 Zoom LCD screen open or closed. also available. 
N-80 & Canon Rebel 2000. digital cameras. 


LIGHT & MOTION AMPHIBICO ErMAgyed AMPHIBICO 


MAKO PC-110 VH2000 REEFMASTER NAVIGATOR 900 





The LEADER in lightweight trays & 

flexible arms for still cameras & videos 
The only arms with an o-ring 

in the ball for ease of use. 


Call: (805)984-9104 for a catalog 
Visit our website: www.ulcs.com 






Especially designed for Sony Designed for Sony3 Chip —_ Point & Shoot simplicity. Especially designed for 
PC100 or PC110 Camcorders. VX2000 Camera. Electronic Operational up to 160 feet. Sony TRV900. Available for 
Operational to 330 feet. controls. Lighting & monitor Strobe & accessory lenses _ most Sony Hi-8, Digital 8 
Infrared controls. available. available. & Mini DV Camcorders. 
Electronic controls. 






_ We have the largest selection of 

underwater cameras, housings and + We Stock Everything 
accessories on the East Coast! * 24 hr. Ship Guarantee 

* Best Prices 


www.Berger-Bros.com - Excellent Serivee 





AUTHORIZED CANON & SONY DEALER | 


209 Broadway / Route 110 Amityville, New York 11701 
800-262-4160 (NY) 631-264-4160 Fax: 631-264-1007 Less. com 
TAKE NOTHING BUT PICTURES , LEAVE NOTHING BUT BUBBLES eYal el Fala GF ki-e Dikvcaleltiveds 








§ ent Worl 


Dive Center, Lnc. 


iDIVE KEY LARGO 


Why pay more for dive gear? 
Call us first! 


Quiet. Uncrowded Unique 
Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


'-8OO0-G66-DIVE 


P.0.B. 2363 * Key Largo ¢ Florida * 33037 
305-451-3252 
Email: info@silentworldkeylargo.com 
www.silentworldkeylargo.com 


GRAND PRIZE: 
The winner's photo on the cover 
of the December 2002 issue of 
nize ae Skin Diver magazine!* 
Skin Diver's 
Second Annual Cover Shot Contest 


i Holiday Gear Guide~WHAT TO WISH FOR! | 


Katherine Smith 
dreamed of seeing 

her image on the | fw inmat 
cover of Skin Loerie, , OP ae, 
Diver...Her dream Canpbean : OA, 
came true...are Seeman 

you next? tama sutra, 7” 


To enter, submit each photograph with an entry fee of $5 
(check or money order). Multiple entries will be accepted. 
Each image submitted must be accompanied with an 
entry fee. Clearly mark each slide with location informa- 
tion, and with name and address. Vertical, 35 mm slides 
or medium format transparencies are preferred. 
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS JULY 15, 2002. Send to: Skin 
Diver Cover Contest, Attn: Editor, 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA 90048-5515 


Contest open to photographers of all levels. The editors 
of Skin Diver will select five finalist images. These 
images will be posted on Skin Diver Online by August 1, 
2002, and Skin Diver readers will help select the win- 
ner. Runner-up photos will be featured in the December 
2002 issue. 


*For magazines mailed to subscribers only. Grand prize will include 
a first-time use payment of $800. Each submission becomes prop- 
erty of Skin Diver magazine (photos will not be returned). Skin 
Diver is not responsible for lost or damaged submissions. Entries 
submitted without entry fee will be disqualified. 
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Don't get stuck between a rock and a hard 
place. Prepare to make a tight squeeze 
escape even if you don't plan on needing one. 


Tight Squeeze Escapes «oc. sus 


NICE GOING, DUMMY, | SAID TO MYSELF. I WAS STUCK 
under the hull of the U.S.S. Monitor. In an attempt to 
measure the turret, I’d ignorantly tried to swim 
through an incredibly tight gap, and now I was stupidly 
stuck 220 feet underwater with the clock ticking and 
the air in my tanks quickly emptying. 

Going backward was out of the question. The ratch- 
et-effect had me—the tendency for gear to lie nice and 
flat as you go in head first, but claw out and grab when 
you try to back up. And, lying on sand, I had no 
purchase to push back anyway. But, the sand was my 
salvation: If I could squeeze just a foot, I’d pass the 
tight stuff, home free. I exhaled fully, scooped the sand 
away in front and pushed. I popped free and headed up 
to deco, safe with something to write about, at least if 
I'd ever admit that I did it. 

That was almost a decade ago, and since 
then I’ve learned that being a tek diver 
means being a bit of an escape artist. 
Learning sidemount cave diving really 
helped with this. Sidemounters intention- 
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ally head where it’s tight, so they equip themselves to get 
out of a jam. Much of the sidemount escape philosophy 
applies to general tek diving—even some recreational 
diving for that matter. Let’s look at how to be Houdini- 
ready in any configuration. 


No clips or releases where you can’t reach 

them. (For recreational divers, we’ll make an ex- 
ception for your tank band release.) If you get stuck, 
getting unstuck often depends on releasing or loosen- 
ing some of your gear. That means you need to be able 
to get to it without the help of double-jointed shoul- 
ders and elbows. 


More than one way out. Look at a serious tekkie, and 

you Il notice that every clip, release or strap has more 
than one way out. This ranges from straps you can cut, to 
accessory clips mounted to O-rings that break with a tug, to 
clips with releases at two ends. On stage/deco cylinders, 
most tekkies avoid all metal connections. For example, they 
use cutable rope or nylon in the connecting strap. Jammed 


In an attempt to measure the turret, I’d ignorantly tried to swim 
through an incredibly tight gap, and now | was stupidly stuck 220 
feet underwater with the clock ticking.... 








PHOTOS: MICHELLE VAN VLIET 


clips won’t keep these divers 
from making their escape. 


As you go in, stay 

wide. When you come to 
a tight spot, there’s a tenden- 
cy to make yourself as small 
as possible, and 


as you’re sure 


don’t, you won’t 
be stuck in a major 


mount diver goes 


with a_ profile 

that’s intentionally a bit 
high. That way, if push 
comes to stuck, the diver 
gains room to back out just 
by moving accessories, emp- 
tying the BC, etc.. If you en- 
ter a tight area with minimal 
profile already, you don’t 
have any leeway to get un- 
stuck. (By the way, this ap- 
plies to areas where you 
might get stuck, not where 
you might get tangled. If you might 
risk entanglement, stay away!) 





Get it off your chest. For most 
divers, the place you get stuck 1s be- 
tween your back and belly-to-chest area. 
If your secondary regulator is there, you 
can’t get it when you’re in tight. Ifa 
back-up light is there, it’s going to stay 


there until you get out. So how compli- 
cated does your situation get if you’re 
getting unstuck and you havea gas or 
light problem? Experienced tek divers, 
especially sidemounters, wear front- 
mounted gear high and/or to the side 
where they’re less likely to get trapped. 


that's fine, aslong |f you're saying to yourself, “Karl, | 
you'll fit or ifyou don't dive in tight places like you. | 
hate them, so this doesn’t apply to 
way. But a side- me," | say, “All the more reason this 
into these areas applies to you.” 


Not just for the “worm” crowd. 

If you’re saying to yourself, “Karl, 
I don’t dive in tight places like you. I 
hate them, so this doesn’t apply to me.” 
I say, “All the more reason this applies 
to you.” Think about it—if a diver’s a 
bit claustrophobic, won’t that diver re- 
act more calmly to an accidental tight 
spot with gear set up for a Houdini? If 
you don’t like being in tight spots, it 
would seem to me that you’d want your 
kit set so you can get out of it as quickly 
as possible. 

And if you’re a bit off your rocker like 
me and you like tight stuff, you want to 
be Houdini-ready, not because you might 
need it, but because you mz// need it. 


Karl Shreeves has lots of practice getting 
out of tight spaces. He 1s the VP, Technical 
Development for PADI and DSAT. 


Caves, wrecks and other technical environments often 
provide ample opportunities to dive in close quarters. 





Great Lakes Shipwreck Festival 
Sponsored by the Ford Seahorses 
Scuba Diving Club, the Great Lakes 
Shipwreck Festival will take place in 
Dearborn, MI, on February 16, 2002. 
This year’s keynote speaker will be 
Bernie Choudhury, author of The Last 
Dive. The Annual Underwater Photo 
Contest results will also be announced. 
For more information, visit www fordsea 
horses.org, or call the information hotline 


at (734) 769-2458. 


Scuba Supermarket 

The Ocean Wreck Divers Club will 
hold its 13th annual Scuba Supermarket 
on Sunday, February 17, 2002, from 
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the Toms River 
East High School on Raider’s Way 
Road, Toms River, NJ. Last year more 
than 20 Scuba Shops had booths at the 
market, and more than 1,200 divers at- 
tended. Admission is $4. 
For further information, call Frank Dent 
at (732) 367-8631. 


Course Offering 

The Cleveland Lakefront State 
Park, Dive Rescue and Evidence Re- 
covery agency will be hosting a “Rapid 
Deployment Search and Rescue/Re- 
covery” course April 2 to 5, 2002. De- 
signed for dive team members and ten- 
ders as well as public safety officials in 
law enforcement, fire and EMS agen- 
cies, the course, held in the open water 
environment, costs $330/diver and 
$130/tender. 
For more information, contact Officer 
Kevin Erskine, Harbor Seals Dive Res- 
cue Team, Cleveland Lakefront State 
Park at (216) 881-8141, ext. 3024. 


Beneath the Sea 

The largest consumer diving event in 
North America, this year Beneath the 
Sea will be held in Secaucus, NJ, March 
22 to 24. There will be 300 exhibitors 
from all corners of the world, over 60 
seminars by specialists and industry ex- 
perts, social events, workshops and 


>» much more. Stan Waterman, world- 


renowned videographer, will host the 
Saturday Night Film Festival. The 
WDHOF will also host some events. 

For more information, call (914) 664- 
4310, e-mail info@beneaththesea.org 


or visit www.beneaththesea.org. 
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BY Fred Bove, M.D., PH.D 





I RECENTLY RECEIVED A LETTER FROM A DIVER WHO 
was planning a diving vacation in an underwater habi- 
tat. The habitat, an underwater lodge, is pressurized 
with air to 1.6 atmospheres (equivalent to about 20 feet 
underwater). Guests at the lodge can stay under pres- 
sure for up to 22 hours with unlimited diving. The sea 
floor around the lodge is approximately 30 feet deep. 
The diver was concerned that 
22 hours is a long time under- 
water and could not find dive 
tables for the exposure. 

A dive that lasts more than 
12 hours is considered a satu- 
ration dive because tissues 
become fully saturated with 
nitrogen. Saturation diving is 
commonly used in deep 
underwater work where the 
diver would have decompres- 
sion times that exceeded the 
dive times to such a degree 
that the work would be 
impractical. Saturation div- 
ing allows divers to work at 
deep depths for many days 
without decompressing after 
each work cycle. The divers 
live in a pressurized habitat 
on a dive ship and are low- 
ered to the work site in a 
pressurized bell. The habitat 
and bell are at the same pres- 
sure as the work site, so no 
inert gas exchange occurs 
during the exposure. When 
the job is completed, decom- 
pression from saturation is 
done over several days in the 
shipboard habitat. A rule of thumb for decompression 
time 1s one day for each 100 feet of depth, plus one day. 
The same decompression schedule applies to a one day 
or a one week dive. A diver saturated at 400 feet would 
require about 5 days of decompression. 

How much decompression does our sport diver need 
after 22 hours in a habitat pressurized to 20 
feet? The answer is none. There has been a 
substantial amount of research done on shal- 


low air saturation diving both for under- 
standing the physiology of saturation diving, 
and for research in submarine escape where sub- 
mariners trapped in a sunken submarine might be in a 
higher pressure for many days before being rescued. 
The research of J.S. Haldane in 1908 indicated that a 
diver would not be bent if he or she did not increase 
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tissue supersaturation more than twofold. That 1s, if 
you were at 33 feet (2 ATA) you could surface safely (to 
1 ATA) with unlimited bottom time because doubling 


the supersaturation would not cause decompression 
sickness (DCS). This supersaturation principle is the 
basis for nearly all decompression tables and comput- 
ers. The 2:1 ratio does not always prevent DCS. Most 
decompression tables use “surfacing ratios” less than 
two. Surfacing directly from the habitat saturated at 20 
feet after a few dives to 30 feet results in tissue super- 
saturation well below the 2:1 ratio (it is about 1.6:1), 
and is not likely to cause DCS. Experience suggests 


that a safe no-deco ascent from air saturation could be 
made from depths up to 26 feet (surfacing ratio 1.79). 
To partake in safe saturation diving, you will need to 
learn new rules about decompression to conduct safe 
upward and downward dives from the habitat. 


You can find more on diving medicine at wwm.scubamed.com. 
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BY TIFFANY H. CAREY 





Each month Skin Diver looks back through its pages in search of those little 
nuggets of yesteryear—old equipment, trends of the time, new discoveries— 
that echo the times and may surprise or shock us. It’s good to know your 
roots and how discoveries of old have helped shape diving of today. 


It’s a Tough Job...Really 


Pa Some things never change. In May, 1981, then-contributing writer Al Hornsby 
shed a bright light on the misconceptions of dive travel photo shoots. Jet-setting 
to tropical islands, spending your whole day on the beach and getting paid top- 
dollar for it...how could that not be glamorous? 

The assignment: Take the perfect shot of a bikini-clad 
snorkeler relating to a group of fish. The slogan: Meet the 
Natives. Simple enough. But in order to battle the unexpected 
50 mph weather front, 6-foot breakers and rain in 55-degree 

weather, Hornsby and his model made a few adjustments. And 
they were nothing short of alternately breathing from a reg toa 
snorkel at 25 feet under and packing a 6-pound weight in her 
bikini bottom. Sounds real glamorous, huh? Sign me up. ** 
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I've Come a Long Way to Meet You 


The feature documentary Blue Water—White Death brings to mind images of a 
2,900-pound Great White shaking a diver in a cage like “dice in a cup.” The diver 






between the man who “seldom swam” and the beast who had a “possible preference 
for a live appetizer.” Just four years earlier, Peter 
Gimbel offered Lake, a then first-time film 
course student and a nondiver, the chance 
to take some stills for the film. Intense train- 
ing ensued. Along with his certification, 
more film classes and plopping down big bucks for equipment, Lake 
learned to overcome his fear of drowning. And it all led to that moment, 
a nose to nose, “How ya doin’?” encounter with a 16-foot Great White. 
Was it all worth it? If you’ve seen the film, you know the answer. ** 


How Could We Have Known? “BY er 


As reported in August 1960, Jack Dudley, one of the top amateur 
underwater spearfishermen in the U.S., broke the world record for 
spearing a Black Sea Bass. The leviathan weighed in at 480 pounds and 
was 84 inches long, 54 inches around. The photo published with the arti- 
cle shows the mammoth size of the bass next to its proud spearfisherman. 

In the old days, catching fish for the pure exhilaration of finding the 
granddaddy of its species provided proud, trophy moments. Ones that 
spearfishermen, no doubt, relived at pubs on both coasts. Who would | 
have thought then that years later, divers would be lucky to find a sin- 
gle Black Sea Bass, never mind one of that historical size. Now listed as 
an endangered and protected species, an image like the one from 1960 ss 
will no longer get a diver a hearty slap on the back, but a slap from the AMERICAN GE UNDERWATER 
government. My, how things change. | 
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Every day divers are humbled by the sheer exhilaration of encountering marine life. From curious 





Calico Bass and playful dolphins, to sleek sharks and heart-stopping Humpback Whales, to be in their 
midst is the “stuff’of diving. Each month Skin Diver guest writers will relive their unique moments 


under the sea, leaving us at the edge of our seats and aching to get back in the water. 


DURING A RECENT TRIP TO AUSTRALIA'S CORAL 
Sea aboard Mike Ball’s Spozlsport, I had one of the 
most amazing animal encounters I’ve ever experi- 
enced in 23 years of diving. I swear that every- 
thing you’re about to read is absolutely true. (And 
I have the pictures to prove it.) 

The adventure takes place at a small speck in the 
Flinders Reef group known as Tawriffic. It’s a 
fairly small, flat pinnacle with a top about 30 feet 
deep. We were told that there was a resident 
Loggerhead Turtle and were asked not to touch 
him. He’d be very comfortable with humans as 
long as we didn’t make contact. 

I was the last one down. When I got to the reef, I 
looked around to see if I could spot the turtle. When I saw 
about a dozen divers all congregated around one spot, I fig- 
ured the turtle must be the object of all of this attention—and 
he was. Knowing my air consumption was better than most of 
the other divers, I figured I’'d mosey around the reef, let the 
crowd thin out and come back to take shots of the turtle. 

Sure enough, after about 40 minutes, divers started head- 
ing to the surface. When there were only about five of us left, 
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I decided to go find the turtle and finish off my roll. 
I found him merrily munching away and decided 
that the shot I wanted was of him coming straight 
for the camera. As he worked his way around the 
reef, I maneuvered myself in front of him and 
was able to snap off two frames, before I ran out 
of film. Fortunately, I still had plenty of air, so 
I decided to hang out with my new buddy. 

After about another 10 minutes of cruising 
the reef, the turtle looked up to the surface, 
raised up on his front flippers, and gently 
pushed off the reef and slowly headed up for a 
breath. Since I still had to do a safety stop, I figured 
I'd go up with him. 

I was checking my gauge when I noticed that he 
was gradually turning toward me. As we continued 
up, he had slowly spun himself all the way around 
and was now coming directly at me. Remembering 
the admonition not to make contact, and assuming he 
was just going to pass over me, I started leaning back 
a bit. He kept coming, and I kept leaning. 


At 18 feet, I was flat on my back, neutrally buoyant and 
pretty much face-up horizontally in the water. The turtle 
was directly over me. And then it happened. 

While I hovered, he settled down and landed gently on my 
chest. He stared into my eyes (I’m assuming seeing his 
reflection in my mask). As he sat on my chest, I could almost 
see him trying to figure out what exactly I was. And I 
watched in amazement (and even with a little trepidation) as 
he slowly opened his mouth, stretched toward me...and gin- 
gerly nibbled my nose. 

He pulled his head back, as if to say, “That’s not a 
sponge!” Once more, he nibbled. Once more he pulled his 
head back. Then he looked at my pressure gauge, nibbled on 
that and, satisfied that there was nothing edible there, 
pushed off my chest and continued to the surface. 

What an experience! And everyone I’ve told this to has 
responded with, “Are you crazy? He not only could have bit- 
ten through your mask but he could have broken your nose!” 

All I can tell you is that there was some kind of bond, a 
communication, a connection between us, and I just knew 
the turtle wasn’t going to hurt me. So instead of coming up 
bloody and noseless, I’ve got one hell of a story to tell, thanks 
to a curious turtle at Tawriffic. “* sy KEN Kurtis 
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commercial diving. 


DIVERS INSTITUTE 
OF TECHNOLOGY 


4310 11th Ave. NW + Seattle, WA 98107 


For enrollment and information call now 
TOLL FREE 800/634-8377 


email: ditq@wolfenet.com 
WWW.diversinstitute.com 
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SportDiver® ReefMaster®°RC ReefMaster®RC PRO ReefMaster® Digital 
100 ft - $149* 165 ft - $189* 165 ft - $419* 200 ft - $549* 


From film to digital, easy to use and even easier to expand! 





ReefMaster®.DC PRO 
200 ft - $779* 


“Suggested retail price 
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Digital Underwater Camera System 
200 ft/60m 


Relax and enjoy. 

Shoot, view, keep or delete, 

with the One-Button Operation. 

Never have a bad picture again. 

Land & Sea exposure programs. 
Expandable with all SeaLife® accessories. 


Send family and friends e-mails instead of postcards. 


The SeaLife® ReefMaster® Digital will revolutionize underwater photography. 
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